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Creaton Village Shop

s crestonilageshop oK

Wl(l:reag?ag y OPENING HOURS POST

Mon-Fri: 7.30am - 6.00pm

Sat/Sun: 8.00am - 12 noon OFFICE

We stock a wide range of fresh & frozen produce, as well as all your
kitchen and household essentials, drinks, magazines, newspapers and . "
cards. We also sell fresh flowers, compost, instant BBQs, coal, logs - gy
- —
and kindling, and have a dry cleaning service! (s ! &

Our Post Office counter services are available whenever the shop is | Ca n a n O Ste O path he | p yo u'?

open. And there’s free parking available right outside the shop.

We now offer FREE Home Delivery to the Osteopaths don't just treat back pain —we can help with pain related to

g 3 pregnancy, pelvic pain, sports injuries, neck pain, recurrent headaches,
DHES\MR% Surreurding villages, oF if you preter yau &n sl o “\\“‘“ « joint pain, sciatica and other nerve problems. Patients have also found
oo i

pre-order your groceries and collect them yourself. ¥ osteopathy helpful for digestive issues, circulatory problems, neuralgia,

Call us on 07789 828423 to place an order. ~~ sleeping problems amongst many others.

<<, \_O J(q ™ Call now to discuss your symptoms with one off}u_r experienced Osteopaths 7

% largely by local volunteers as a valuable community /.
asset. No need to wait. You can be seen

0 V\J We source products from around 30 local suppliers! BRIXWO RTH V\mésxm:;)s?:! s 2 viaN

(/}/ t / pathy.com

LOC; OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC Quote VL2016 to receive 10% off
"PART OF THE APOLLO HEALTH GROUP

your initial consultation

2a Welford Road, Creaton, NN6 8NH , 01604 889241 | info@brixworthosteopathy.com
www.creatonvillageshop.co.uk Brixworth Osteopathic Clinic, Catherine House, Harborough Road, Brixworth, Northants.NN6 9BX

COMPASS ENERGY 2

Delivering fuel to homes in your area.

Trevor Reay

From 1983 Trevor has worked alongside Tony Watson developing an oil distributor in the area.
After a change of ownership Trevor left the company in May 2018.
Trevor has now teamed up with Compass Energy to once again provide a reliable personal service.
Our chairman, Tony Watson has clearly defined our values.
SERVICE — TEAMWORK- SAFETY

Why Choose Compass Energy?

/ No Brokers — price savings go direct to you.

v/ Competitive pricing.

/ Reliable personal service you can trust.

/ Our own fleet of Tankers permitting a rapid response
for urgent deliveries.

v Years of industry knowledge and experience.

Call Trevor to obtain a quote or place an order.

01604 345526 | 07702867349

Visit our website for more information
compassenergy.co.uk




CLIMATE FEATURETrees
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is a bimonthly publication delivered . .
A planting trees. The benefits of trees are well
Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, understood. They lock up carbon, they reduce
Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and ~ pollution, they lessen the effects of flooding, and
Thomnby. It is produced and support people, wildlife and livestock. Also, as studi€®
distributed by volunteers. Bueto p5y6 shown all too frequently over the pandemic period, they contribute to the mental well
restrictions of time and space there is being of us all

no guarantee that copy submitted will
be used. All funds received from
advertising go towards printing costs. Woodland cover in the UK is an average of 13% and the Woodland Trust suggest that we need

19% in order for the UK to meet its carbon net zero target by 2050. Tree cover in Northamp-
tonshire is even poorer at approximately 5%, so if no better incentive was needed, we should
be looking at planting trees.

Editorial team:

Andrea King 01604 740670
Angela Hubbard 01604 740379
Tony Hart 01604 740535

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238 The Cottesbrooke Estate has an active woodland expansion scheme, planting over 20ha of new
Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 woodland in the pasttenyeatst hat 6 s a b o wincluglieg,40a0n®021 alomes Bhe
Eve Wooldridge 07711 335771 Estate has a patchwork of over 87 separate small woods, in total more than 9% of the land, and

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599

et FrE S G TR these are connected by hedgerows creating important wildlife corridors and sanctuaries. Oak

and Ash are the dominant species but Ash Diebatjnjenoscyphus fraxingissaffecting trees
Wherever possiblelease email of all ages. This disease has to be managed carefully and a programme of felling and restocking
your contributions to. the woods with native and resilient broadleaves is underway across the Estate to ensure a
editorial@villagelink.org.ukhis saves g\ stainable future.
considerable time reéyping
information! When providing hard
copy materials, please post to Angela
Hubbard, The Old Sun, High Street,
Guilsborough.

What can | do?

There are many schemes that are promoting tree

planting and one of the higher profile ones is The
Queends Green Canopy to mar k
Jubilee. The focus of the scheme is to plant sustainably,

Advertisements  are creating a legacy in honour of The Queen. It started last

welcome from local businesses, QUEEN’S GREEN -
charities, clubs and societies. CANOPY year vv_hen plgntmg could take place between Octqber
Commercial businesses pay advertising — and this coming March. Creaton has planted a native

. A THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 2022
rates. One insert.i

half page A70, qua
page A20.

Two or more insertions: full page
A120, half page A60, quarter page A30,

eighth page Al15. Ag it hoirscdsl aptipgeg season draws to a close, d
insertion. Colour available in some Canopy website has lots of information about how to prepare for the next season (October

issues, price on application. Private  gnwards) as choosing the right place and the right tree can take quite a bit of research. There is

ads are also welcome. Back page 5154 jnformation for schools, community groups and others who would like to plant a tree for
6l ineaged cost A1l1.5 ne. Please

0 f tEl er
contact Angela Hubbard on 01604 our future.
740379 to book advertising or email.

L cherry on The Green and Guilsborough has planted an
Oak on the playing field as part of their Jubilee
celebrations.

advertising@villagelink.org.uk You might also consider a community orchard. Listeners to The Archers will instantly realise
Cheques payabl e t otheédbéhdfit of bringihg carmmunities together to share in the annual cider crop and even though
AAAAAAARARARMDGI Joe Grundy is no longer with us, his spirit is. There are a few community orchards in
Northamptonshire villages and Northamptonshire ACRE has recently set up one in the grounds
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: of Hunsbury Hill Farm. There is a Community Orchard: How to guide on the Government

Tuesday 1st March 2022 website and there are a number of helpful organisations such as The Orchard Project.

AAAAARAARARAANARADINM
Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held TO find out more about these schemes, use the links below or go to the Village Link website

responsible for any errorsoromissions. and use the | inks there. Dondt forget to | e
They cannot be held accountable forthe  Eyrther information:

accuracy of advertisements appearing in
.
this newsletter, nor for editorial www.queensgreencanopy.org

information sent to them or published by e www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
them. e www.cottesbrooke.co.uk/estate
o www.theorchardproject.org.uk




COLD ASHBY NEWS

St Denys Craft and Gift fair Cold Ashby has a new Correspondel

A very successful day was had by all at our Christmas Craft afi¢h Fiona Gunn Stokes. Our thanks to
Gift fair held on 20th November in the Village Hall. It was well | John Hesk who has collated your
attended by residents and visitors from far and wide. Trade stories and news over the past few
was brisk and all being well, the stallholders have booked to | years. He continues to help with
come again in 2022. Our grateful thanks to everyone who delivering Village Link to your doors,
supported this event, wher e |tdgetRePwitvRoger Mirrdieyoufhay
stories, photos, events etc to share
with readers please contact Fiona on:
fionagunrstokes@hotmail.co.uk or phone 07488373629. And
give John and Roger a wave when you see them!

unds

St Denys Tree of Remembrance

goes to all those who supported the events or bought raffle
tickets in aid of Village Hall funds. More community events are
planned for 2022 and more information about these will be
available in the coming year.

Playing Fieldd12021 Year In Review

2021 was a difficult year with so many limitations on what people

could do. However, as society opened up after lockdown, two
A large crowd gathered at 6pm on Saturddy@ecember to major events are worth reviewing.

celebrate the lighting of the Tree of Remembrance in St Denys

churchyard. The tree was adorned with 119 bulbs which were In 2019, at just 26 years old, Shaun Taylor suddenly collapsed at
purchased by residents old and new in remembrance of loved home and passed away. That morning the air ambulance and
ones who are no |l onger with arewarrivadandgdid allitheyocould fosaeshimyeng familya i s e d
church funds. Following the lighting of the tree, complimentary want ed somet hing positive to cc
mulled wine and mince pies were served at the Village Hall  decided to hold a furday in September 2019 which raised an

kindly donated by the newly reformed Village Hall trustees. It @ st oni shi ng A5, 000. Al t hough,
was a lovely evening where residents could remember others, €ventin 2020 due to Covid lockdowns, in September 2021 they
catch up with friends and neighbours and celebrate the organised their second futiay with raffles, fudge sales, craft
beginning of Christmas. Thank you to everyone who supportedfayre’ sponsored bike rides and sponsored reading challenges.

this event and the Tree of Remembrance.

For those who arendt aware of t
Cold Ash by Advent Trail of The Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance they
want to share with you why the charity is very close to the
hearts of all the family and why they have raised so much money
to help the air ambulance. So far the running total is almost
A17,000.

Once again the residents of Cold Ashby did themselves proud
with their spectacular advent windows which were lit daily and
really brightened up the village throughout December. A lot of
thought and effort went into the window displays and it was a

joy to walk round the village after dark and see them alllitup. | f you woul d | i ke to donate to
Chris Sellers in particular wishes to thank all the volunteers  fundraising efforts you can donate at https://

who decorated their windows. Their efforts were very much theairambulanceservice.org.uk/wagsgive/givén-memory/

appreciated. tribute/shauntaylor-210/

Cold AShby V”Iage Hall Thanks to a grant from the Winwick Wind Farm Fund, and a
Our much loved Memorial Hall has been given a welcome new sizable contribution from their reserves, Cold Ashby Playing
lease of life thanks to the newly reformed Village Hall Fields Association (CAPFA), undertook a project to install power
committee. Throughout December, they hosted a range of and water infrastructure to the side of the playing fields. A
Social Evenings for the villagers which were not only well trench was dug along the entire side of the playing fields to

attended but also enjoyed by all who came. It was so lovely to contain armoured cable and potable water pipe. The power was
see villagers enjoying themselves again as a community and connected to 5 roadside steel quality cabinets so as to allow
supporting this historic and important village building. Thanks power to be provided at any of these points. The water pipe



COLD ASHBY NEWS

ends in a standpipe by the forth cabinet. This allows us to
provide hygienic water and power to outside catering for large
events.

The installation was completed towards the end of October,
just in time to stage our annual family bonfire and fireworks
night which serves not only our village but several other villag
in the vicinity. This event was a huge success. Due to other
events being cancelled and (we assume) post Covid lockdo
enthusiasm, we hosted around 45% more people than we ha
ever managed before. Our catering for this event could not
have coped without this new infrastructure. A happy Covid safe
night was had by all.

CAPFA have, thankfully, now been a® fo'soci
eveningso. Once a month we show a " L ! h.e il
and some Fridays, we open the pavilion as a place for ‘
parishioners to meet while the pub in Cold Ashby remains
closed.

The one major setback from 2021 was the way Covid disruptgek
many sporting and celebration events. As a result, fewer peo
are using our Multi Use Games Area and our pavilion. The
MUGA is suitable for futsal-&side football, junior hockey etc.f =
The pavilion is a large cosy room suitable for birthday parties
etc. Both can be hired at very reasonable rates. Please cont
us by message on our Facebook page. https://
www.facebook.com/ColdAshbyPFA/ and like our page to kee

in touch with local events at the playing fields. :

WillsDirect

1 Judges Court, Creaton, Northampton NNE BNS

Office: 01604 505170

Mabile: 0T899 938255

Ermail: wilsdinscibasinessfhomail com
wanw.willidinectnorthamptlon.co.uk

Thereis one important job you've
been meaning to do for years...
Make a Will!

Wills Direct Northampton has been
established since 1993 offering a

professional, expert Will Writing Service
J o M ° B l L Ll N Gs to people th ;oughout Northamptonshire

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER and the su rmunding area. With Wills
OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE written for over 12,000 people, Wills
Direct can help you to write your Will
Y Y
OIL AND GAS SERVICE, INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE SlmplY and ql.lll:kl'f with our affordable
BATHROOM AND UNVENTED HOT WATER INSTALLATIONS FREE HOME VISIT SERVICE.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE =
A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE CONTACT JIM ON: \.:‘» :‘.__t:('f,'r;# Safe tD do
& 4L < business with
M 07810 800876 2 #' F7 =
E JIMBILLINGSEROCKETMAIL.COM : & .
@ < Epn;!!:E t‘z‘_}” 111“:{& CDde Cﬂmpllaﬂt
ReGwTRN BASED IN CREATON ARAE




COTTESBROOKE NEWS

Bingo Bangers and Mash Quiz Night

The Cottesbrooke Village Hall hosted a fun evening of bingo, a quiz and delicious bangers and mash in October (abowesa here
full house and the atmosphere was lively. The big winners of the night were village residents Mike & Trudie Newman artj Neil B
who won the quiz in an exciting tiereaking finale.

Christmas Fair
Many thanks to all who came out to enjoy the merriment of our annual Christmas Fair in early December. Mulled wine and mince

pies were enjoyed alongside a fab array of stalls from local makers.
Mobile Podiatrist - Home Yisits Only.

Shires Foot Care

Ellen Jones BSc (Hons) MRCPod
1 : Podiatrist
‘ 'HCPC registered’".

No room in the garage
or the attic?

L
... Nail cutting
° Ingrown nails

SELF STORAGE

Q
Rent storage space by the week or e Corms
for as long as you need * Callus
Archive Documents ¢ Verrucae
House Contents ® Thickened nails
Business or Domestic ° Orthofics

Tel 01604505050
email: George@Loc-Box.co.uk

Loc-Box Self Storage Creaton Northants 074}7 ‘ 8 9 977

www.Loc-Box.co.uk ellen.shiresfootcare@gmail.com




CREATON NEWS

P|aying Fields Association the first weekend in December and despite the cold and wind

Creaton Quiz Night was back as the main event of the social many YISItors stopped to listen and even joined in Wlth the singing,
especially the children. It was a great start to the Christmas

calendar for 2021Quiz master Rod Goldberg had been working eason

. .S
on some of the best questions for over 2 years, the competition . . -

. . d y o P . 0On 19" December the singers were delighted to be invited to
was fierce, with one of our regular teams winning the top prize

and the newcomers enjoying the spirit of the evening and takinlgead the congregational singing and to sing a carol at

home the beansThe new Covid safe catering format of bread and ttesbrooke Christmas Carol S§r|ce n the church.
cheese was organised by Mark and Jill Wollven and | have ne
seen so much butter to spread on a French sti8&lly Goldberg
organised the most amazing raffle prizes and everyone appezr
to go home with a prize or twoEveryone was asking for

additional events, so | etds

Creaton Walkers

The sun shines on the righteous which must be why the Creato
Walking Group have escaped the torrents of rain which have
been falling! The November walk from South Kilworth included

an encounter with a flock of sheep having their feet picked oult,
followed a little later by 2 herds of very inquisitive and lively
cows. Sticking together worked and the photo shows the reli
walkers!

After almost 2 years of isolation and cancellations it was a real
evBlgasure to put on the annual concert on the Tuesday before
Christmas, starting with carols round the Christmas tree on the
e —— Green and at Maryds house to wi
4 . . £ byaconcertin the Village Hall. Everyone was very enthusiastic
and generous to the voluntary collection for Macmillan Cancer
Support, raising over A100. Al
wonderful being able to sing together and bring pleasure to
others.
With Christmas well and truly over the Singers are focussed on
learning new songs for their next concert. If you are interested in
joining this friendly group come along to the URC on Creaton
High Street on any Tuesday at 7:30pm.

Dawn Mall ard Haj]jrdr
17 Brixworth Road Sprphtton

01604 847260
Stylists for Ladies, Genf s, S

The December walk was from Sibbertoft to Welford and ended
with 16 people enjoying a delicious Christmas lunch at the Red
Lion in Sibbertoft. A great celebration.

The annual New Yeards Day wal k timi sujéapngwas! itoped| walbdi ng &
near Lamport and a good chance to walk off the festivities of th colouring foils, colou we a\v
night befored anuaryds wal k was fro Pi tb?%%r 9r§i°nd4,°|tcr°atdiqm%na

Visit us for friendly an pr of
We have extensive exflerier

. . pert
Moulton before returning to Pitsford. G ad rof ddi |
If you enjoy walking, walks are about 8 miles over footpaths. \ reat-uipa 'OO cocra SWieO n sl ngs. ppoms
meet at Creaton lychgate at 10am on the second Saturday of t . .
We are working with Ol apl ¢gx, a

month. Next walks are on:
e Saturday 19 February
e Saturday 12 March
e Saturday 9 April

service for hair cofjouri.
Competitive prices, wift h co
for seniors, student s] and

Free Consultation

CreatonSingerS Compl i mentary Tea an Coff
December was a joyous and busy month for the Creaton Singejs! 8. 6. 00pm (1.00pm Satprday.
Welford Christmas Tree Farm invited the singers to performon] Nat i onal Hairdressing Fedefatio




CREATON NEWS

Over The Counter Creaton URC

Simon Robinson has stood down from his role as Operations
Director after 4 years dedicated to getting the shop up and | You are warmly welcome to join us for our Sunday Worship and
running and operating smoothly. We all owe Simon a huge debt Junior Church.
and thank him most profusely for his dedication, commitment,
sense of humour and knowledge. He will be missbdt he has
promised to still be a volunteer. Phew!

So a new chapter opens in the Community Shop as we
welcome Duncan Steward who takes up the role of Manager Worship & Holy
from January Sl Duncan hopes to meet everyone really soon 13th 11am
so do make yourself known to him.
Christmas was very busy for both the Post Office and the Shop, 20th 11am Rev Geoff Townsend
with morg orders than last year and several people opting not 27th 11am Rev Craig Muir

to stand in queues at the butchers and at the supermarket byt
instead order all their food and drink from the shop.
Christmas may come but once a year but Creaton Village Shpp March
provides orders for collection or delivery all year round. Why
not phone or email through your order? 6th 11am
Massive thank you goes to all our customers for your
continuing support and also a huge thank you to the staff and ~ 13th 11am Jon Heard
volunteers for their hard work, particularly during the month of 20th 11am
December.

Sunday February
6th 11am Rev Geoff Townsend

. Jon Heard
Communion

Worship & Holy

. Rev Geoff Townsend
Communion

Lindsey Cole

Mothering Sunday
27th 11am  Joint Service with St Rev Geoff Townsend
Mi chael 8s
GROWN,
RAISED OR Poppies coffee shop is now open two days a week from 10am
MADE WITHIN tol12noon on Wednesdays and Fridays only.

New products are coming in regularly so do pop in and see
what s arrived. And remembe
would like, please ask about it, as often it is possible to suppl
this. It is also important to remember that the Shop remains
dedicated to supporting local suppliers.

Finally, but very importantly, Creaton Village shop is a
Community Shop and relies as much on the community to sta
it as it does for them to shop here. If you have 2 hours to spa
once a week or fortnight, do join this great team as a volunteg
Itis a very rewarding way to spend your time and you get to
meet and work with some really interesting people.

Creaton WI

Our meeting on ' February will once again be on Zoom.
Grainne Purkiss will be returning as our guest speaker, as he
tal ks work very well on Zool
Guide to Modern Artoé and Gr
and discussing, a range of paintings.

Non-members are most welcome to join us. To receive a
Zoom invitation link, please contact President, Daphne Clark,
505546, or emailvicreaton@gmail.com Spring canét be that far

er s
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CREATONParish Council News www.creaton.org.uk

Creaton Parish Council Contact Details

We are in the process of interviewing prospective candidates for
the role of clerk. Whilst we recruit a replacement clerk, you can
contact Creaton Parish Council by emailaiea-
tonpc@gmail.conor by telephone on 07795 412321.

Agendas and minutes of meetings are available on the village
websitewww.creaton.org.ukThe Parish Council also has a

Facebook page.
Find uson

Facebook

Meetings are held fhonthly. Please check the parish council
website for details of future meetings and agendas.

Parish Council Meeting Dates

Meetings will continue to be held on the second Tuesday of the
month (bimonthly) at 7.30pm. The date of our next meeting is
8" March 2022 in the Village Hall. Details are subject to change
depending on government public health guidance.

Queends Platinum Jubilee Tree
After staking out a proposed site for the Jubilee tree on the
village Green, and noting any feedback, we have bought a native
cherry (Prunus Avium Plena) from Ravensthorpe Nursery, and
we have had the tree planted. It is hoped that by planting this
tree in the winter, the roots will have had a chance to mature

Planning Applications

Please visit the Daventry section of the West Northampton-
shire Council website for full details of all Planning Applica-
tions: www.westnorthants.gov.uk

Parish Council Vacancies

We have vacancies for Parish Councillors. If you can gie 1
hours of your time a month to help make decisions about

how various matters in Creaton are managed and funded,
then please make contact. If anyone is interested in joining us,
please contact James Hiflmeshillcpc@gmail.cor@rooms
House, Grooms Lane, Creaton, NN6 8NN or call 07795
412321 to discuss any application. As a Parish Council we
have the ability to make, change, or influence outcomes in our
community. Contact us for more information about what is
involved, the dayo-day tasks and projects we have in mind

for 2022.

In the meantime, a Happy New Year to you all!

and develop before the summer dry weather. We propose to

mar k the jubilee with a pl aq
coronation later in the year. We took advice as to which specie
of tree would best flourish in that particular location. Hopefully i
will bring lasting pleasure to all those who see it whether that b|
the pure white double flowers in pendulous clusters in the sprin
or when the green leaves turn red and orange in autumn.

Bird Boxes
Reacting to a proposal by one of our parishioners, and as a req
of the rewilding initiative that so many expressed an interest in
we are looking at placing bird boxes in and around the church-
yard. Watch this space and we will keep you informed as this
project takes shape.

70 Northamptonshire
ageuk

Our
services

We provide a wide variety of
services including:
Domestic Cleaning Service
. Toenail Cutting Service
Gardening and Handyperson _

Carers Sitting Service
. Day Care At Home

Day Centres around the
county

Information & Advice
Social Prescribing

For more information please call

01604 611200

email access@ageuknorthants.org.uk
orvisit www.ageuknorthants.org.uk

UK isa charitat
Registered chaiity number 1059995
‘Company number 3294424

a Venton Centre, York Road, 50
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GUILSBOROUGH NEWS

Cricket in Guilsborough

Haddon CC is based across three grounds in
Guilsborough, West Haddon and East Haddon
running four junior

&

GPFA

s | vilage sport & recreation

fqrtréerdvlamgashs(,_t)n arédithgfteocc%rrrl]n%. si x

mends teams across
Rugby and District leagu€Bhe junior section caters for

children from 5 to 15 years old, with a variety of programmes, The GPFA relies on donations and fundraising to maintain the

Northampt\forishi re

County and

unteers

square. CCTV signs have been erected at both entrances
to inform individuals that those entering the sports field
are being recorded. It is hoped that the CCTV will deter

training and matches from February to September each year. Isports field for use by clubs, schools and individuals. It is planned
preparation for the 2022 season winter training will be running to raise awareness of this to the village, and more news of this will

for both adults and juniors (age 9 and upwards) at Pitsford

be published in future Village Link editions. The GPFA relies

School from February. The club is always keen to recruit new entirely on a few volunteers to a) manage the use of the facilities,

players across both senior and junior sections, we welcome

players of all levels of experience and ability, if you or your

children would like to give it a go for the first time or you are

an experienced player looking to return to the sport please
contactjunior.cricket@haddoncc.co.ubr Jim Houghton on
07748920176 for more information.

CCTV

Vandalism and theft has occurred at the Guilsborough PlayingThe GPFA has survived financially this year and last, by only
Field and sports field over the last few years, resulting in somecarrying out essential expenditure. However, it has only just over
cases in thousands of pounds worth of damage to buildings or12 months of funds remaining, as it has not been able to obtain
funds from its normal fundraising activities. Nevertheless, there
tractor shed and security floodlights outside. However, these have been different regular activities at the sports field, with a)
cricket training or games by seniors or juniors during the week
m aaddeat wedkdn@s infthe spting and suigmey, b) funidy otball
insurance increases. Hence, our insurers have welcomed the played at most weekends, c) use by Northampton Sport for

equipment. There are intruder alarms on the pavilion and

have not prevented some theft and vandalism occurring.
When insurance cl aims are

recent initiative by the GPFA to install CCTV at the sports
field. There is now a-¢amera system with recorder, that

scans both entrances to the pavilion and tractor shed, and
cameras that scan towards the entrances and the cricket

b) organise village fundraising events, ¢) administer the

maintenance of the pavilion, tractor shed and equipment, and d)
explore and obtain other sources of funds. The GPFA would be

delighted to hear from those who have the time, energy and skills

for these roles, who should contact the GPFA secretary,
Graham.Byars@hotmail.com, 01604740545.

2021

competitive schools competition as well as d) individuals who use

the keepfit equipment and field for personal fitness training, and
2 e) youths and parents who use the cricket and football nets for

informal practices.

A NEW HOBBY FOR 2022

Guilsborough Tennis Club
at Guilsborough Academy W

GTC play on Guilsborough A
of school hours. Club sessions are on a Tuesday night (un
lights in winter), and on a Sunday morning. Members can |
the courts at weekends and school holidays and after 6pm
when there is enough daylight.

We have Family, Individual or Student categories of

membership, which include at least three complimentary cl

coaching sessions from an LTA coach. All enquiries to Sar

either by phoning 07917 608238 or email:

SarahDalzell57 @gmail.com. '\' e
Community Foundation

Would you like to join a
singing or dancing
group?

cademyds courts, i n

er Would you like to learn to dance or join a singing group in
se Guilsborough?

of like-minded people to share your expertise?

and helping .

Please contact me on 07711 335771 or
eve@weycotthomes.co.uto register
your interest

" 4

Eve Wooldridge

10

Can you already sing or dance and would you like to join a group

I would like to set up both these groups in Guilsborough Village
Hall and would like to know what interest there is in participating
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GUILSBOROUGH NEWS

PRIMARY SCHOOL

The end of the Autumn term this year was
non-stop at Guilsborough C of E Primary
School, with many fun festive activities
§ taking place! Although again we were
§{ somewhat restricted by COVID and
ensuring things could be done as safely as
possible, the children still continued to take part in many
festive events.
Our Nativity play by Reception and Year 1 children was
recorded for the whole school to watch in their bubbles and
what a treat it was! |1 6d |
this perfect production together.
The children also really enjoyed seeing Santa and | know thei
special gifts put a magical smile on all faces. Thank you to ou
wonderful PTA for organising this and Santa for finding time i
his very busy schedule to visit us.
We had a very proud moment for our school in November
2021- we won the Northamptonshire Education Awards
Primary School of the Year ! This is an amazing
achievement in such a difficult year. Thanks to the children wh
spoke so eloquently when interviewed about what they loved
about our schoolThe video brought a lump to my throat! We

r

[0]

also want to congratulate the staff, parents and community

ke to

- iy
Mor ni

nvol

Monday

t h aspikboiligh VilladeHalle |
9 8 11am every Monday
(excluding Bank Holidays)
All welcome, baby OAPs.
Baby & toddler toys for youngsters.
Meet for a chat, knit, hot drink & cake.
Onl y A-Zncladdsudfréshments.
Children are free

v e d

We will need to adhere to government Covid guideline
during the session.
For more information contact: Janet 01604 740640

2

who have helped the school to be what it is and so that we
were in contention for and eventually successful in achieving
this wonderful award.

We have lots to look forward to in the Spring term, including

curriculum days, sporting festivals and trips (all being well). To

find out about all of the exciting things we are doing at our
school and for any important updates, please see our school
websitewww.guilsboroughprimary.co.wdnd our Twitter

profile @guilsboroughpri.

CAROL SINGING THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who joined the carol singing before

Christmast o t hose who donated

hospitality. We raised

Association for the Single Homeless (NAASH) who have
expressed their gratitude for the contribution.

and to the
A150

™ SCHOOLHOUSE
DAYCARE

We can now officially announce that School House Day Care is

open in Guilsborough next to the primary school.
We have renovated the building to offer care from age 2
upwards all year round from 8a@pm.

We also have an amazing Holiday Club with new themes each
term . February holidays is Farms and Animals. We have a trip
booked to Mini Meadows plus a day where two baby lambs are

joining us to be looked after and fed by our mini farmers.

We also offer before and after school service available with

drop off and collection done by us. We can help with homework

and spellings and provide a hot dinner at a small cost.
On Tuesday mornings we run a tots group froml91 a m A 2
includes food and drinks for the kids.

Our website iswww.shdcguilsborough.co.dér our gallery and

virtual tour, find us on fb or

contactshdcguilsborough@gmail.com .
Evansd for their

for rt hamp

Paving the Way fo? a Brlght Beglnnlng
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GUILSBOROUGH NEWS

Guilsborough Music & Drama Society PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

The Parish Council has set its 2022/23 precept (our funding
which West Northants Council collect on our behalf); it is
the same as last year plus an increase in line with inflation.

Many of you will have noticed a number of trees being

. planted around the village. T
Around the World in 80 Days and are donated to the village as part of the Sakura Cherry
31 March & 2 April Tree Project.

For our next production Roger Brandedones has adapted Jules
Verneds novel, Around the World in
extravaganza of drama and music.
Performances will take place at 7.30 pm at Guilsborough Village
Hall from Thursday 31 March to Saturday 2 April.
Tickets will be on sale from end Februaisit
www.gmads.co.uk or call Frances on 01604 740549.

Platinum Jubilee: save the date

GMADS celebrates 50th anniversary & The70'anniversary of the Queend
. falls on & February 2022. However, that date is also 70 years
memories wanted since the death of her father, King George VI, and is

ltds 50 years since Guilsboro u“@f‘Fﬁforﬁ peHoneppr gnpnarchavishegty celebgate. ‘Soci
staged its first ever production of The Mikado. GMADS would like The first weekend of June has been chosen for the Platinum

to hear from anyone who can share memories of early shows, has Jubilee weekend, as with previous jubilees, with the summer
photos, programmes or any other memorabilia. month offering a better chance of good weath&he

Please call chair Dorothy Whittaker on 01788 510392 or email ~ Celebrations begin on Thursday 2 " June but we want
dorothywhittaker123@gmail.com you to keep Sunday 5th  June for our local
Details of celebrations will follow soon. celebrations. More details in the next edition of Village Link.

Community Governor Vacancy

Join our Board of Governors and help us to achieve our Aims and Values

4 -
" by . nv!' The Governing Body works to:
- '
[ ]

Raise standards

Monitor and evaluate progress of Academy priorities
Support the Principal and staff

Act as a critical friend

Account to all stakeholders for the Academy’s performance
and decisions

Desirable Skills: If you are interested in
. Some business experience preferred applying, please contact

Being a Governor can be enjoyable, stimulating and rewarding. We can offer:

Mrs Ponting -

The opportunity to work with our team of governors and staff in Governance Manager on
continuing to improve our Academy 01604 740641 or

Training to develop an understanding of specific Academy management

issues email:

A sense of achievement in making a difference to our Academy governorclerk@guilsborough.northants.sch.uk

A chance to develop skills in strategic management

The pleasure of helping students reach their potential

12
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BIRDING NOTES:
BRAMBLIINGS

If you find a flock of
Chaffinches while you are o
and about thi
worth taking a closer look to
see if there are a few
Bramblings amongst them.
A generally uncommon
winter visitor in the UK,
there are good numbers present this year. The Brambling is &

invasive species, subject to periodic irruptions probably cause

by shortage of food, particularly beech mast, on their usual
home territories in Northern Europe and Scandinavia. This is |
fact the best winter | can remember for seeing this species. In
October there were up to 300 birds present at Harrington
Airfield, an exceptionally high count. Around that time huge
numbers were recorded in coastal locations in the UK and the
Netherlands as they moved down the North Sea.

Similar in size and structure to the Chaffinch, the Brambling,
scientific namé&ringilla montifringllad mount ai n f i
beautifully marked and coloured in shades of orange, grey,
black, white and buff, with a conspicuous white rump,
contrasting with an almost completely black tathis can at
times give an almost piebald appearance in flight. The white
rump is often visible as the birds fly up from the ground into th
cover of a hedgerow bush or tree. The male and female have
subtly different plumages in winter; the female Brambling is
marked and coloured rather like the male, but greyer overall
and slightly duller. In breeding plumage, the male is even mor
striking, with an alblack head and back, this fades in winter to
grey/black, almost snakeskin effect.
The presence of Bramblings is often revealed by their calls, th
most wusual i n wint erzzheeupn,g
uttered in flight or from a perch; | recently heard two roosting
birds at dusk near Hollowell Reservoir, calling to each other
from cover in the top of conifers.

Some of the best places to look for Bramblings are expanses
6cover cropd, wildlife plan
farmland. Such a habitat between Ravensthorpe Reservoir an
Top Ardles Wood has over the last few weeks attracted a larg
mixed flock, including Linnets, Greenfinches, Reed Buntings a
Chaffinches, with up to six Bramblings among them. Other
favoured habitats are avenues of beech trees, and larger ares
of woodland. You may also be lucky enough to see one in you
garden: they will readily come to bifeeeders or scattered
seed.

I am now collating records of birds seen in 2021 for inclusion i
the Northants Birds annual report; please feel free to contact
me atjoncooknorthantsbirds@gamail.coifiyou have anything
youdd | i ke me to include,
joncookbirding.wordpress.com for more about my work as
county bird recorder.

or

E
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TWO CHRISTENINGS

Hollowell Church was the happy scel
of two village baptisms of babies bor
during lockdown. William David
James Singleton was born during the;
first Covid lockdown and was baptise
at St James Church on 7th Novembeg
Here he is with his proud parents Su
and lan Singleton and his older sistej
Leah.

In December the Heap family had a
. wonderful

(e ”Mﬁﬂl day cele-

brating

Rannoch
| christening. His mum Amy says,

10 We were very

Y nate that many local village friends

£ came to enjoy and witness the
with us.

‘service
Congratulations to both families.

il

Hollowell & Teeton
Parish Council

¢ VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL
Teeton Ward

an

€ councillor for Teeton Ward

a Expressions of interestre welcomed from anyone from
Teeton who is over 18 years old and has an
e Interest in the community.
a Ak & déthcillBrdpreddnting yBut dorrhufit§  Pou will
help keep it a great place to live and work. You will be
supported in your role and will be expected timdertake
training . You should be comfortableorking

of electronically . You should have a positive outlook and a

L i Rghslo afifude ' ddb@ Willing DR Ss)partdffa @ s

d team.

e

ndh you are interested in joining the counglease contact

the Clerk, Gillian Greaves, for more information on

07771980598 or by-enail atpc-

clerk@hollowellandteeton.org.uk

2]

r

The Parish Council ordinarily meetsimionthly in the
evening on aWednesday. If yoare about your
community and would like to help to make a real

di fference, t hen

Mecoli€ PriristH Duncillor!

You will be invited to attend a council meeting and
say briefly why you wish to join the council. There

will then be a vote of the existing councillors.

why

see

13

Hollowell & Teeton Parish Council has a vacancy for a parish

WS

Jar

gr at e

6

n

no


mailto:joncooknorthantsbirds@gmail.com
mailto:pc-clerk@hollowellandteeton.org.uk
mailto:pc-clerk@hollowellandteeton.org.uk

HOLLOWELL & TEETON NEWS

AN ADVENTURE IN SARAWAK

In the summer of 1988 when working at our High Commission
in Kuala Lumpur, Chrystal and | were invited to represent HM
Government at the 28 anniversary celebrations of Saradsak
independence. The State Governm&nGuest of Honour was

thinking of Queen and
country, | ignored them
and | boldly stepped over
the piglet and mounted
the steps into the Long
House.

the highly respected, Malay speaking, Sir Alexander Waddell, a
retired member of the Colonial Service who in 1963 had led the

territory to independence as its last Governor.

Our programme included a visit to a native Long House, where

families of Dayaks lived together under one roof inGapen

p | aambunity. Besides an interpreter, our companions were

two Americans from New York who claimed to b@ntique
d e a | tethesGavernor of Sarawak. They emphasised their

connection with him by, rather bizarrely, wearing Malay national

dress.

The Chief of the Long House came out to greet us wearing a
turban made from a Union Jack, which | assumed to be in our
honour. He was carrying a cockerel and a ceremonial knife.
After a brief speech of welcome he suddenly slit the cocldsrel
throat and sprayed its blood on the ground around us.

Our interpreter indicated that this was for purification purposes.

Inside, the Dayak families

were waiting to greet us

with music and dance. Sir

Alexander Waddell

arrived and interpreted.

By this time barefoot, we

all sat cross legged on the

wooden floor. Food was

brought from a large iron

pot hanging from the roof above a fire, and placed on mats on
the floor in front of us. As | recall, it was a kind of stew that
we ate with our fingers; it may well have contained the late
piglet. A local alcoholic brew was served in plastic mugs to
wash it down, a powerftiasting concoction that | faced with
some apprehension.

The evening, webiled by the Dayak brew, passed convivially

I was absorbing the significance of this ritual when he Whispereok,vi,[h much laughter, singing and dancing. When it came time to

to me 0 before entering the Long House you must now kill the
pig to drive out evil

| saw that a piglet had been tied down on the steps leading to the

Long House and it dawned on me that this was the poor
creature that | had been told to kill. | demurred, pleading that
the Governoigs antique dealers were more senior to me. They

in turn asserted a religious exemption, claiming to be Muslims.

was handed a spear and with Chrystal looking on, and gritted
teeth, | plunged it into the piglet. There were squeals, but

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL SERVICE
0Joy to the Worl dbé

Christmas Eve is always a magical night and the carol service
in St James Church in Hollowell was an uplifting part of that
experience.

Despite the mini wave of Covid cases in the village and the
requirement that facemasks be worn indoors, a good number
of people gathered for a traditional service of readings and
carols, led by a festively cheery Rev. Caroline.

We were grateful to organist James Bonsor, who travelled
from Holcot to lead the singing of mudbved hymns. As we
left the church, exchanging Christmas greetings with friends, |
think that we all felt a sense of peace and Christmas joy. After
such a year it really did feel like a blessing. CM
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spirit

bid farewell, a couple of our hosts took handfuls of soot from
HenSath the cooking pot and, rushing up to us, smeared the
stuff all over our faces. Thus blackened, Sir Alexander assured
us that we would all be freed from any evil spirits that might
accost us on the way home. He was right: our journey home
by river, road and air to Kuala Lumpur was uneventful. But,
Ijust as a precaution, we di@rwash off the soot until the
following morning.

Merrick BakefrBates

VILLAGE HALL EVENTS

The Village Hall Committee was very sorry to have to cancel
Cafe Christmas due to rising Covid cases in the village.

We have made some plans for 2022. Please save the dates for
the following events at which we very much look forward to
seeing you all:

. Saturday 5th March, Village Hall Breakfast
. Saturday 23rd April, Steam and Whistle Pub
and Quiz Night

VILLAGE LOTTO WINNERS

The winners of the Village Lotto for November and December are
as follows:

Amanda Thomas, Crawford Craig, Sean Cooksley, Helen Brown,
lan Brown, Merrick BakeBates Jane Eaton, Rachael Cook.



