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As a hobbyist beekeeper 

Patsy Hollingum has 

become intrigued with 

what appeared to be an 

unusual occurrence: long-

established feral colonies 

of honeybees living in 

cavities in trees. In fact this 

is far more common now than was the case at the start of this 

century. 

Patsy is member of a group of Northamptonshire beekeepers who 

are mapping wild or feral colonies of honeybees across this area of 

the county. She would be interested to hear from Village Link 

readers who know of colonies of honeybees that are living in 

disused chimneys, old buildings, church towers, trees, and the like. 

If you are aware of a nest in such an area, please keep an eye open 

as Spring approaches and, of course, let Patsy know. 

Honeybees will venture from their nests on dry days when the 

temperature is 10o C or above, so they may be out and about 

much earlier than you think. 

Typically, the nest entrance will be around 3 to 4 metres above 

ground, and the entrance will be small. If the weather is warm 

enough, and there is forage available, the entrance will be busy.  

If you think that you know there are feral honeybees, or are 

unsure of whether they are honeybees (apis mellifera) or bees of 

another species, please contact Patsy by email at               

beesintreesnn@gmail.com. 

 

Please be careful not to trespass on othersõ property or 

disturb nesting insects.  

Cold Ashby P3 

Cottesbrooke P4 

Creaton  P5 - 9 

Guilsborough  P10 -13 

Hollowell  P14 - 16 

Thornby P17 
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Inside this issue: 

Clue: one post box per villageñanswers on the Hollowell and Teeton 

pages. 

Is it a honey bee? 

As well as honeybees there are around 24 species of bumblebee 

and over 240 species of solitary bee in the UK. If you are unsure as 

to what species it is, visit www.bbka.org.uk/what-bee-is-this. 

 

Honeybees 

There can be variation in the colour of the main body or abdomen 

of honeybees, from honey coloured Italian bees to very dark native 

Black honeybees but all will form a distinctive cluster when they 

have settled as a swarm. Honeybees have large hairy eyes, a furry 

chest or thorax and distinctive bent antennae.  

Are there bees in your trees? 

mailto:beesintreesnn@gmail.com
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info@brixworthosteopathy.com  

www.brixworthosteopathy.com  
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS  

VILLAGE LINK   

is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  01604 740670       

Angela Hubbard 01604 740379  

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Mark Revitt Smith 01604 740240  

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Angela 

Hubbard, The Old Sun, High Street, 

Guilsborough.  

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20.   

Two or more insertions: full page 

Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page Ã30, 

eighth page Ã15.   All prices are per 

insertion.  Colour available in some 

issues, price on application.  Private 

ads are also welcome. Back page 

õlineageõ cost Ã1.50 per line.  Please 

contact Angela Hubbard on 01604 

740379 to book advertising or email. 

advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 

ññññññññññññ 

 
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  

Monday 1st March 2021  

ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

A  resident of our village lay awake at 3 am, 

wondering how we could raise some income for 

St.Denys Church in Covid 19 times ... 

 

After a while, she came up with the idea of a 

ôTree of Remembranceõ in the churchyard, 

whereby people wishing to remember a 

departed loved one could purchase a light 

bulb, which would represent their life. 

Realising that she would need help, she got in 

touch with the treasurer of the P.C.C.  who 

thought it was a ôwonderfulõ idea. 

We then sprang into action, printing letters to 

every household in the village, plus extras to 

be sent to former Cold Ashby residents 

around the U.K. 

The response was overwhelming and the 

ôTree of Remembranceõ was born. 

On December 12th, one of the large yew trees 

in the churchyard was chosen to be 

decorated, with each light bulb representing a 

life recalled and remembered at this festive 

time.  

William, Mick, Peter, Ruth and Katie spent the 

Saturday morning erecting the bulbs in the 

Christmas fashion.  

Also, the names of the recipients and a short 

message of sympathy, or celebration, were 

added to an 8ft high replica tree which 

William and Ruth had placed in the church 

porch, again suitably illuminated. 

Thankfully, by 5pm the rain had ceased and 

friends and residents started to make their 

way towards the church for the ôswitching-onõ 

at 6pm, amid the usual ôoohs and aahsõ. 

We were delighted to see well over 100 

people attending, with everyone observing 

social-distancing and wearing face-masks. 

We are pleased to be able to report that 

there were 160 bulbs on the tree lit up until 

6th January, and a total of Ã970 was raised. 

Many thanks to everyone for their help and 

support. It is very much appreciated. 

M.Lill 

COLD ASHBYõS TREE OF REMEMBRANCE 

MAGGIEõS LITTLE MIRACLES - AN UPDATE 

Following on from the story in the last issue of Village Link, Fiona reports 

that Maggie and her two daughters all have new homes, just the two boys 

left. If you know of anyone looking for two playful male kittens, happy to 

be handled, please get in touch with her on 07488 373629. 
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

 

It is a good time to catch nature on the wing before it can hide again in the green boughs that surround us here. The other day a pair 

of kestrels were chasing each other along hedgerow tops and across fields before coming to rest in adjacent trees. A temporary 

break. The low bright sun lit up the reds and browns of their feathers as they stayed a short while to preen before carrying on with 

the chase. 

 

 

The Windhover  

 

I caught this morning morning's minion, king-   

  dom of daylight's dauphin, dapple-dawn-drawn Falcon, in his riding   

  Of the rolling level underneath him steady air, and striding   

High there, how he rung upon the rein of a wimpling wing   

In his ecstasy! then off, off forth on swing, 

  As a skate's heel sweeps smooth on a bow-bend: the hurl and gliding   

  Rebuffed the big wind. My heart in hiding   

Stirred for a bird,ñthe achieve of; the mastery of the thing!   

   

Brute beauty and valour and act, oh, air, pride, plume, here   

  Buckle! AND the fire that breaks from thee then, a billion 

Times told lovelier, more dangerous, O my chevalier!   

   

  No wonder of it: sh®er pl·d makes plough down sillion   

Shine, and blue-bleak embers, ah my dear,   

  Fall, gall themselves, and gash gold-vermillion.  

 

Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844 - 1889) 
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 CREATON NEWS 

CREATON SINGERS 
Finally the Creaton Singers managed to sing together and all 

for a good cause! The Singers went round Creaton singing 

carols, bringing festive cheer and were delighted by the warm 

welcome they received everywhere, not to mention the 

delicious cakes and warm drinks! 

Best of all, thanks to Creatonõs generosity, the Creaton Singers 

raised Ã120 for the Hope Centre. Quite an achievement, given 

the constraints of social distancing! 

The Creaton Singers hope to be able to get together again 

soon and in the meantime wish everyone a very happy new 

year. 

 WALKING GROUP 
Thank goodness we are still allowed 

to walk as a group of 6, at least at 

the time of writing! (Ed: That was 

then!!!)Creaton Walking Group had 

a lovely December walk exploring 

part of the Via Beata long distance walk from Brixworth along 

the disused railway line to the Five Ways junction above 

Chapel Brampton. The group were delighted to receive a 

friendly wave from Father Christmas who was visiting 

Brampton Halt and then to see the Santa Special train coming 

up the line. 

The New Yearõs Day local walk got 2021 off to a good start 

quickly followed by the January walk. 

Why not make joining the walking group your new yearõs 

resolution? The group meet at Creaton lychgate at 10am on 

the second Saturday of the month and walk for about 8 miles 

followed by an optional pub lunch when allowed. 

Next walks are: 

 Saturday 13 February (Covid rules permitting) 

 Saturday 13 March (Covid rules permitting) 

CREATON WI 
President, Daphne Clark, delivered 

Christmas cheer to every member in the 

form of a gift bag containing Prosecco and 

beautiful items hand made by each member 

of the committee ð a padded coat hanger, a 

lace bookmark, medlar cheese, redcurrant 

jelly and a knitted Christmas pudding hiding 

a chocolate!  

This was followed by 

our very first Zoom 

meeting, which was 

great fun with 

everyone opening 

their Prosecco to 

share a Christmas 

toast.  

We plan on holding 

more meetings by 

Zoom in 2021. The 

next one is on 13th 

January at 7.30 pm and 

features a talk entitled 

òFrom Ration to Fashionó by Patricia Heed.  

If you would like to join us you will be most welcome, please 

contact Daphne on 505546. 

Well done to Millie 

Inwood , who has raised 

over Ã800 for much needed 

research. 

Millie ran 5 kilometres every 

day in November to support 

Pancreatic Cancer 

Awareness month in 

memory of her special grandfather David Watt. David, who had 

been a Parish Councillor and a member of the United Reformed 

Church, died of the disease in 2017. 

Millie fitted in her daily run with her third year degree studies at 

home in Creaton.  

Pancreatic cancer is considered to be a common cancer 

and around 10,000 people a year are diagnosed with the 

disease. Sadly, around 9,000 people will also die every 

year meaning it has the lowest survival of all common 

cancers.  

There are many reasons for this. Symptoms are often 

vague and not recognised and people are experiencing 

unnecessary delays to get diagnosed, and waiting too long 

to be referred for treatment. Alongside this, effective new 

treatments are not being developed. As a result, 9 out of 

10 people with pancreatic cancer donõt get the treatment 

they need to give them the best chance to survive. 

www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk  

ò 

ò 
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 CREATON PARISH COUNCIL 

Dawn Mallard Hairdressing  
17 Brixworth Road Spratton NN6 8HH  

01604 847260  

 

Stylists for Ladies, Gents, Students & Juniors  

Visit us for friendly and professional hair care.  

 

Our stylists have extensive experience  

in precision cutting, razor cutting,  

colour slices, weaves, colouring,  

big hair blow dries, roller setting,  

creative or  traditional perming  

 

Great hair -up doõs for weddings, proms and special 

occasions 

 

We are working with Olaplex, a revolutionary upgrade 

service for hair colouring  

 

Competitive pr ices, with concessions  

 for seniors, students and juniors  

 

Free Consultation s and Loyalty Cards  

Complimentary Tea and Coffee  

 

8.30 ð 6.00pm (1.00pm Saturdays)  

National Hairdressing Federation Registered  

Creaton Parish Council Contact Details:  

 

Parish Clerk: You can contact our Parish Clerk for Creaton 

Parish Council, Katrina Jones on creatonpc@gmail.com or by 

telephone on 01604 740862.  

 

Agendas and minutes of meetings are available on the village 

website www.creaton.org.uk 

 

 
 

Meetings are held bi-monthly at 7.30pm on zoom.  The first 15 

minutes is reserved for the public forum.  

 

Parish Council Meeting dates 202  

Meetings will continue to be held on the second Tuesday of 

each month at 7.30pm. The dates for 2021 are: 

 

9th March 2021 

11th May 2021 

13th July 2021 

14th September 2021 

9th November 2021 

 

The Parish Council will continue to hold meetings on Zoom 

until further notice. If you would like to join one of our 

meetings you will find the zoom meeting details on the agenda. 

You can join by telephone if you do not have access to a 

computer. 

 

Planning Applications  

Please look on the Daventy District Council website for full  

details of all Planning Applications.  

 

New Councillor  

We would like to welcome Ian Horne, our newest parish 

councillor, to the parish council. Ian has lived in the village for 

many years and will make a valuable addition to the parish 

council. 

 

Overhanging Hedges  

We would like to remind residents to please check any hedges 

or trees you own and cut back any overgrowth impinging on 

to the footpaths to help pedestrians walk safely. Thank you.  

 

Dogs on the Playing Field and Dog Fouling  

 

We would like to remind residents to please keep your dogs 

on leads when walking across the playing field. Dogs are not 

permitted to be exercised on the playing fields.  

 

Dog fouling also continues to be a problem around the village.  

 

Daventry District has a Public Spaces Protection Order 

(PSPO) in place in order to ensure that dogs that are kept 

under proper control in public places, as well as to tackle dog 

fouling.  

 

The PSPO states that anyone who is control of a dog in a 

public place must: 

 Pick up after that dog 

 Carry the means to pick up after that dog 

 Prevent the dog from entering a fenced-off 

childrenõs play area 

 Put the dog on a lead when requested by an 

authorised officer 

 Keep the dog on a lead in graveyards, cemeteries 

and memorial gardens, and near schools when 

they are open. 

 

The PSPO also states that a maximum of 6 dogs can be walked 

by one person at one time, and that no smoking is permitted 

in defined and fenced off childrenõs play areas. 

 

Anyone who breaches any of the regulations listed above faces 

a Ã100 fixed penalty notice or potentially court action, which 

could result in a fine on conviction of up to Ã1,000. 

 

Tree works  

The parish council has recently had an inspection carried out 

of all the trees which the parish council is responsible for in 

the village and instructed a contractor to carry out the works 

identified in the coming months to the trees on the Green and 

the Churchyard.  
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 CREATON NEWS 

 

friends not just from other churches but the entire community 

and also people from other villages.  

We have been delighted by the generosity of so many folk and 

offer a big thank you to all. There was so much food, so many 

treats and items of warm clothing, that a van came from Hope 

Northampton to collect it all. We captured a couple of photos, 

one of the collection point in Creaton URC Coffee Shop and 

one of the gifts loaded into the van ready to be transported to 

the Hope Centre. Thank you one and all for your kind 

generosity. 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Kemp 

 

 

Sunday Services 

 

In line with the  current COVID 19 Government restrictions 

Creaton URC plan to hold Sunday Services at 11am on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays in the month as follows; 

 

Sunday  Worship  February 2021 : 

 11am 14th  

 11am 28th  

 

Sunday Worship March 2021:  

 11am 14th  

 11am 28th  

 

The above services may be subject to change in the event of any 

changes in the current Government restrictions  

Focus on Hope.  

For our Gift Service in December 2020, Creaton United 

Reformed Church, instead of collecting warm winter clothes for 

the homeless, or cosmetics, toys and treats for the women's 

refuge, we were pleased to hear of the family hampers being put 

together by the Hope Centre for families in need this Christmas. 

Not a luxury Fortnum & Mason Hamper with exotic pickles and 

thimbles-full of jam but a Family Christmas Hamper. 

This year more than ever, we have seen families suffering with 

furlough, isolation and worries about providing a Happy 

Christmas for all. So, when Sylvia Watt heard about the Hope 

Hampers she shared the vision and it caught the imagination of 

CREATON URC 
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 CREATON NEWS 
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4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÃÁÎ ÏǟÅÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ×ÉÔÈȢ 

7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ Á ÓÐÅÃÉǢÃ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÏÒ 

×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÎÕÔÒÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ 

ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÅÎ )ȭÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÁÄÖÉÓÅ ÙÏÕȢ 

"ÁÓÅÄ ÉÎ #ÒÅÁÔÏÎ     

/Î-,ÉÎÅ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ 

&ÏÒ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ #ÁÒÒÉÅ ÏÎȡ 

ΦέίέΪ ΩίΪήέέ ÃÁÒÒÉÅΆÃÁÒÒÉÅÂÉÌÌÉÎÇÓȢÃÏȢÕË ×××ȢÃÁÒÒÉÅÂÉÌÌÉÎÇÓȢÃÏȢÕË 

The light this time of year can change so quickly. You leave your 

front door and there is a thick mist and a crunchy frost. It is like 

walking in a blanket of benign droplets. The view across the 

valley is one of white clouds, the sun above a sea of cold steam. 

Creaton Cover stands proud, an island floating on a sea of 

white. 

The mist begins to part, the sun, a fierce ball with surprising 

warmth, pierces the curtain which rapidly folds itself away 

revealing a clear blue sky.  

The shadows are long despite it being a couple of hours off the 

midday. It will soon be the equinox. 

Everything is clear. 

mailto:carrie@carriebillings.co.uk
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 CREATON NEWS 
OVER THE COUNTER 

If the run-up to Christmas was not busy enough just because of the time of year, someone clearly thought that even more could be 

being done at Creaton Community Shop. December 2020 was the busiest at both at the Post Office counter and in the Shop. As well 

as the standard order service, there were 35 large Christmas pre-orders for cheeses, meats and wines. The shop also provided 

bespoke hampers to a large corporation featuring CVS-branded and local products, as well as offering a much wider range of seasonal 

products. 

Having survived the first round of lockdown, our local 

communities saw the next one coming as the tiers began 

to flow, but the shop met that head on and in the depths 

of a second lockdown, it continues to thrive undeterred. 

Indeed one of the things about a good shop is its 

resilience, its ability to rise to a challenge and Creatonõs 

shop has clearly done that. In fact it could be said that it 

has built on that challenge as you will no doubt have 

seen an extension to the building. 

Having met the trials of last year by increasing the 

turnover of stock to match demand, it soon became 

clear that more space was needed so that the thrice-weekly or more visits to the suppliers by the volunteers could perhaps be 

reduced. It was also clear that there needed to be an expansion of choice in some productsñand some were also harbouring secret 

desires for fresh bread. 

All this has now come together with the addition of a storage unit to 

the right of the shop. Perhaps it should really be referred to as a 

ôstorage unit plusõ because it not only has shelving for dry goods, 

extra freezers and chillers but also a bread oven. Now, the sweet 

aroma of fresh croissant and French sticks can be had, wafting its way 

around the shop as you buy your paper, milk andé well, virtually 

anything else. Other delights available freshly baked every morning 

include baguettes, petit pain, plain and almond croissants and pain au 

chocolat. The shop is able to bake a wide range of other products, so 

if there's anything you would like, do ask over the counter! 

Other new delights keep appearing on the shelves, tempting us all in 

the dark January days. It has been suggested that this is the wrong 

time of the year to give up meat, alcohol, cakes, in fact probably most 

things, so the shop is contributing to this period by offering flavoured 

scotch eggs (Pork & Chorizo, Pork & Black Pudding, Vegetarian), 

premium crab meat, fresh soups from Yorkshire Provender (Roast 

Chicken and Pea & Spinach flavours) and Cartmel sticky ginger and 

sticky toffee puddings. That should help you make up your mind! 

And just to show that a balanced diet is what the shop is really 

promoting, there is a massively extended range of fruit and vegeta-

bles, most of which can be seen on the new outdoor display unit. This makes it much easier to see and choose from what's available. 

Creaton Village shop & Post Office is Community Shop, owned and run by members of the local area. They are always looking at ways 

to improve the service, so if you have any feedback or suggestions, then please do get in touch.  

Creaton Village Shop continues to offer free 

delivery for orders within 5 miles, and it's usually 

next day!  

You can order directly from the website (https://

www.creatonvillageshop.co.uk/order) or just call 

on 07789 828423  

Covid reminder  
 

Please wear a mask when you are in the shop and we can only allow 2 customers in the shop at any one time. 

https://www.creatonvillageshop.co.uk/order
https://www.creatonvillageshop.co.uk/order
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 GUILSBOROUGH NEWS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Although last term and the festive period in particular was very different to previous years, we still continued 

to make sure that there was lots of festive fun in our school bubbles.  

 

Our new Drama club was a roaring success! All of the children recorded their end of term performances which 

were watched by their bubble and thoroughly enjoyed by all. The children embraced a festive non-uniform day, 

and our winning house team ôFIREõ had a special treat morning or afternoon within their bubbles. Our 

Reception and Year 1 children also performed and recorded a wonderful Nativity which made our hearts sing. 

All of our children also had a surprise video call from Santa! 

 

As we get the Spring term underway we find ourselves in another national lockdown. Nevertheless, we continue to strive to support our 

children and families in any way we can. Our school doors are still open to support vulnerable children and children of key workers every 

day, the same as we were during the first lockdown, and our live lessons and learning platforms are full of exciting work for all of our pupils 

to complete and submit back to their teachers. Although we have had to change many plans for this academic term, including changes to 

whole school assemblies, trips and school tournaments etc., we still have many exciting learning opportunities ahead. 

Please remember to follow us on our website www.guilsboroughprimary.co.uk, or you can keep up to speed via our Facebook account ð 

Guilsborough C of E Primary School (a closed group for parents, guardians or carers) ð or through our Twitter profile - @guilsboroughpri. 

 

PRE-SCHOOL TO REOPEN AS 

òSCHOOL HOUSE DAY CAREó 

School House Day Care Pre-

School in Guilsborough will 

offer flexible times and out of 

term hours. Please email 

shdcguilsborough@gmail.com 

for places and further 

information. 

http://www.guilsboroughprimary.co.uk
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 GUILSBOROUGH NEWS 

 

COVID QUILT 
 

 
 

GUILSBOROUGH TENNIS CLUB 

at Guilsborough Academy  

At the time of writing, we are in lockdown 

and unable to play tennis; hopefully this will 

all change on 15th February and Covid restrictions will be 

eased. 

We have Club Mornings on a Sunday from 10amñ12noon, 

so hopefully our first one will be on  

Sunday 21st February.  

We play on Guilsborough Academy courts in daylight, out of 

school hours.  This means that we should be able to play 

during half-term in daylight (subject to Covid restrictions). 

Our Summer Membership starts on 1st April, and new 

members are very welcome.  We have Individual, Student 

and Family memberships available. 

We will have a coaching programme during this summer for 

Juniors, Students and Adults; building on the very successful 

sessions we had in 2020 with our coach Bobby Brooke. 

If youõre interested in joining, please contact Sarah on 07917 

608238 or email at SarahDalzell57@gmail.com 

 

 

Would you like to join in and make a community wall hanging 

to tell Guisboroughõs Covid times? 

What you will need: 

Set of basic instructions. 

8 inch/20cm square of fabric. 

Just use your imagination to decorate.  

You can applique, embroider, fabric paint or stick with fabric 

glue. The choice is yours. 

We can provide the fabric square and if needed some scraps 

of fabric for decoration. 

All the squares will need to be finished by 1st March. This will 

then give us time to sew together and back to make the wall 

hanging by Easter. 

Interested? 

Please contact: 

Sue Needham - 07771926519 

Email: theneedhamfamily2@gmail.com 

NEED TO 

ORDER OIL? 
Donõt forget the Compass 

Energy Scheme that 

benefits Guilsborough 

charities. 

Compass Energy will 

donate money (Ã50 for 

every 10,000 litres) to 

our village charities.  

You are not tied into Compass Energy to buy your fuel.  All 

you have to do is ring up and ask for a price, if the price is 

right then you can buy your oil from them.  Remember to 

ask them to register your account under the GOBS group, 

so that the village benefits.    

 

Call Trevor 01604 345526  07702867349 for more information 

or to order; www.compassenergy.co.uk 
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2nd season of our arrangement with West Haddon JFC and 

this is working well. The U12 teams are also performing 

well in the leagues and their current league positions are as 

follows: 

West Haddon U12 Ninjas are 5th in the A league 

West Haddon U12 Thundercats are joint 2rd in the D league 

The U18 Eagles is a new team set up by the year 13 boys at 

Guilsborough school and they have also started the season well. 

The highlight of the season so far for entertainment was the local 

derby against the other West Haddon U18 team which attracted a 

good crowd at Guilsborough and ended up as a 2-2 draw. 

West Haddon U18 Eagles are 5th in the U18 league. 

West Haddon JFC have football at most age groups and any 

prospective new players can find out more details at whjfc.co.uk 

 

 

CRICKET NEWS Summer and the opportunity to enjoy 

team sports both seem a very long way off at the moment, but 

Haddon CC formed from Guilsborough, West Haddon and East 

Haddon CCs in 2020 are preparing for a huge summer of cricket 

across the three villages. Covid restrictions allowing, the club aims 

to run six adult Menõs sides, a Ladies team and junior cricket for all 

ages from 5 ð 16 across the Northamptonshire and Rugby District 

Leagues. With these teams the club aims to offer both serious and 

social cricket to suit anybody who would like to be involved, new 

players of all levels of experience and ability are welcome.  Please 

contact Jim.Houghton@olivehorse.com or on 07748920176 for 

more information.  

PLAYING FIELD REPORT 
In these extraordinary times, the GPFA have decided to 

postpone their Annual General Meeting; the current 

General Committee and Trustees have been invited to 

retain their current roles until such  times as the "All-

clear" is given.  Simon Smith has agreed to continue as the GPFA 

Chairman, as have all of the General Committee, Corresponding 

Members, and Trustees.  However, some have asked to retire, and 

therefore the GPFA would welcome new members to itõs 

committee, possibly in an observational role initially, to 

understand  how the GPFA sustains an active outdoor facility for 

adults, teenagers and youngsters for competitive sports or for 

personal exercise.  You will see from the football and cricket 

reports below, that the Field and facilities are/planned to be 

extensively used, both for cricket and football.  The GPFA are to 

apply for grants to improve the football pitch surfaces so that they 

are less prone to waterlogging that has been seen at times in the 

last 2 years when persistent heavy rain occurs. The GPFA has had 

to òCut its clothó in 2020  as it was unable to fundraise from its 

normal events, by only completing essential maintenance and safety 

work. However, it will need to fundraise in 2021, and any help on 

existing fundraising events or suggestions for new routes to 

fundraise are welcome.    

FOOTBALL NEWS The football at Guilsborough has 

continued since the last update and there are three teams that 

currently play on Sunday morning and afternoons. The season is 

being massively disrupted by Covid and the rain in December also 

caused some games to be cancelled. Even so there have actually 

been 20 matches or training sessions at Guilsborough since 

September as the Northampton league have managed to organise 

matches whenever possible. West Haddon JFC play all their home 

U12 matches at Guilsborough to accommodate all the pitches that 

are needed for the different age groups. We are now into our 

GUILSBOROUGH NEWS 
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

We would like to compile a welcome pack, full of useful local 

information, to be available for people new to our parish. In 

particular, we would like to include as many of the clubs, groups 

and societies that meet under more normal times. Itõs very easy 

to be included, email our Clerk at guilsborough.pc@gmail.com 

with contact details along with the nature of the group, when you 

meet, where you meet and any subscription fees involved. 

Alternatively, you can jot them down and deliver to 1 Pells Close. 

Which ever way you choose, itõs important to include permission 

for your details to be publicised. 

The Council have set their budget for the year 2021/22 which has 

generated our Precept which will be Ã30,808, a rise in line with 

inflation of 0.6%. 

Once again, we are facing the real possibility of losing our No 60 

and No 59 bus services.  We, along with the other Parishes 

served by these buses, are being asked to subsidise the cost of 

these services for a third year running. We have offered to 

contribute the same amount as last year but some Parishes feel 

the formula that was used to calculate the contributions was 

unfair and so we have to wait and see whether the needed total 

can be achieved. 

With the help of a traffic flow specialist, we intend to carry out a 

speed analysis of traffic in Nortoft and West Haddon Road with 

the intention to develop a safer environment along with better 

traffic flows. 

 

The decennial census is almost 

upon us. Households in 

Guilsborough will soon be 

asked to take part in the 

nationwide survey of housing 

and the population. It has been 

carried out every decade since 

1801, with the exception of 1941. 

Information from the digital-first census will help decide how 

services are planned and funded in your local area.  

Households will receive a letter with a unique access code in the 

post, allowing them to complete their questionnaire online. Paper 

questionnaires will be available on request. Census day is March 

21st. For more information, visit census.gov.uk. 

mailto:Jim.Houghton@olivehorse.com
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 GUILSBOROUGH NEWS 
ADVENT WINDOWS  

On December 1st 2020 the first of the Guilsborough Church Advent Windows opened.  This was followed by another window every 

day until Christmas Day.  With exception of the 5th December when a host of angels appeared in the village and seven different 

windows opened that day.  

This was a brilliant idea thought up by Allison Twigg and the Uplands Group of Churches.  A way to help the community through 

difficult times during lockdown and keep the Christmas story alive although people could not attend in person at St Etheldredas 

Church. 

A big thank you goes out to the 31 houses who offered to create a window.  They were all very different and all extremely creative 

and entertaining for the many people who wandered around the village to look at them.  Thanks also to Charlie Benn for sending out 

daily clues to help people find the windows and to Seatons Shop for handing out trail leaflets. 

Combined with the beautiful angel stones painted and hidden around the village by children from the primary school and the pebble 

nativity painted by the talented Pam Townsend, they made a wonderful display in the church porch and perhaps a new tradition in the 

village? Thank you to all those who got involved. 

Thank you also goes to all those who took the time to add their thoughts and feelings into the reflections Reflections Tree in the 

church yard. 

 

Guilsborough Academy teacher honoured in the Queenõs 2021 
New Yearõs Honours list 
An inspirational teacher from Guilsborough Academy has been awarded an MBE in the New Yearõs Honours 

list for services to the community. 

Liz Mills, who teaches English, received the honour ôFor services to the community in Market Harborough, 

Leicestershire particularly during the Covid-19 response.õ The awards are made each year to people across all 

walks of life; from actors to sports men and women to inspirational people working within their community.  

The award focuses on Miss Millsõ amazing work with the Jubilee Foodbank, where she has been the chairper-

son since 2019 as well as undertaking duties providing support to over 400 households across the region. 

Simon Frazer, Principal at Guillsborough Academy, said: òLiz is a real inspiration to our students.  

òThe effort that she goes to in supporting her community is mirrored by her commitment and dedication to 

young people in our academy. During the first lockdown, for example, she provided fantastic support to our A-Level English students. 

òAbove all else, however, she encourages people to be thoughtful and considerate about the world around them. It is a fantastic quality to 

have in a teacher, because she inspires students not just to get their best grades academically - but also to become young people who want 

to make a positive difference to their communities.  

òWe are all so proud of Liz. To be honoured by the Queen is a remarkable achievement!ó 

For more information about the Jubilee Foodbank, go to www.jubileefoodbankmh.uk or visit the Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/jubileefoodbankmh/. 


