
   

 

Issue 132 December 2025 / January 2026 

Local news from Cold Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton & Thornby 

w w w . v i l l a g e l i n k . o r g . u k 

Merry Quizmas P3 

Cold Ashby P4-6 

Cottesbrooke P7-8 

Creaton  P9-12 

Guilsborough  P13-15 

Hollowell & Teeton P16-18 

Thornby P19 

Church   P20-21 

Long Buckby Library,  

Academy Wombles, RBL 

parade, and more! 

P24 

Inside this issue: 

WHATõS ON 

DECEMBER 
See p.5 for all Cold Ashby Events 

6th Caf® Christmas Hollowell 

6th Creaton Singers - Welford Xmas Trees 

7th Creaton Singers - Welford Xmas Trees 

10th WI Creaton 

11th Guilsborough Friends 

13th Creaton Walkers 

15th MMM Christmas Party Guilsborough 

16th Carol Singing Guislborough 

17th Carols on The Green/URC, Creaton 

19th FOSM History, Creaton 

19th Hopewell Caf® Hollowell 

19th Pop up Pub Guilsborough 

20th Creaton Singers - Cottesbrooke 

21st Carol Service, St Michaelõs Creaton 

JANUARY 
See p.5 for all Cold Ashby Events 

8th Guilsborough Friends 

10th Creaton Walkers 

14th WI Creaton 

23rd Hopewell Caf® Hollowell 

26th FOSM History, Creaton 

31st WI CPR Training, Creaton 

AND REGULARLY ... 
Monday mornings MMM, evenings Knitwits 

Guilsborough; Tuesday evenings, Creaton 

Singers; Thursday mornings indoor bowls, 

Creaton; Sunday am Tennis Guilsborough; 

Thursday evenings, Badminton 

Guilsborough and Nia Guilsborough. 

Sunday am Soul Yoga, Cottesbrooke é and 

Long Buckby Library & Hub events on p24. 

Cold Ashby  
Lights of Love switch on ð Saturday 6th 

December at 6.00pm 

Carol Service ð Saturday 13th December at 

5.00pm 

Christmas Day Communion service ð 9.30am 

 

Cottesbrooke  
Carol Service ð Saturday 20th December at 

2.00pm 

Christmas Day Communion service ð 11.00am 

 

Creaton  
Walking Nativity ð Saturday 20th December at 

1.00pm (especially suitable for children and 

families) 

Carol Service ð Sunday 21st December at 

3.00pm 

Christmas Communion ð Wednesday 24th 

December at 10.00pm 

 

Guilsborough  
Lights of Love switch on ð Sunday 7th 

December at 4.30pm 

Carol Service ð Sunday 21st December at 

6.00pm 

Christmas Day Communion service ð 9.30am 

 

Hollowell  
Carol Service with Christingles ð Wednesday 

24th December 6.30pm 

 

Thornby  
Carol Service - Sunday 21st December at 

3.00pm 

Christmas Communion Service ð 9.30am 

 

Copy deadline for the February/March edition:- 5th January 

THANK YOU to Hollowell Steam 

committee for their kind contribution to 

Village Link printing costs. It is much 

appreciated! Reports on page 16. 

Wishing all our readers, distributors, 

advertisers and supporters a happy 

and healthy festive season - and the 

very best for 2026!  

See page 3 for some light -hearted 

seasonal puzzles - something for all 

ages. 
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 VILLAGE LINK   

is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  07920 107903  

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Liz Sibbald 01604 743566   

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666 

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Sarah 

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft, 

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB 

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20.   

Two or more insertions: full page 

Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page Ã30, 

eighth page Ã15.   All prices are per 

insertion.  Colour available in some 

issues, price on application.  Private 

ads are also welcome. Back page 

õlineageõ cost Ã1.50 per line.  Please 

contact Sarah Dalzell to book 

advertising or email: 

advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 

ññññññññññññ 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE 

FEBRUARY/MARCH EDITION:  

Monday 5th January 

 ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

MERRY QUIZMAS!  

A group of carol singers wants to visit all 

7 Village Link villages on Christmas Eve. 

They start and finish at the same village, 

and want to visit each of the other 6 

villages exactly once. If they take 15 

minutes to sing at each village and 10 

minutes to travel between each village, 

what's the shortest time their entire 

route could take? (Assume they don't 

sing in their starting village). 

Christmas Word Chain  
Can you find the missing Christmas words? Change one letter each time to 

reach the final word. We've given you the first and last to get started: 

SNOW  Ÿ ? Ÿ ? Ÿ ? Ÿ ? Ÿ ? Ÿ ? Ÿ ? Ÿ ? Ÿ ? Ÿ GIFT  

Hint: Think about things you might find on Christmas Day! 

The Great 
Mince Pie 
Mystery  
Mrs. Bennett from Thornby baked 24 mince 

pies. She gave one third to her friend in 

Hollowell. Then her grandson in Teeton 

sneaked two  for himself. Later, she shared 

half of the rest at the village carol service. 

How many mince pies did Mrs. Bennett have 

left at home? 

 

BUTTONS 

 

 

NOBLE 

 

YORKSHIRE 

 

BARON 

 

BLACK 

 

 

CHRISTMAS 

 

BLUE 

 

FRASER 

 

DOUGLAS 

 

 

WHITE 

 

WIDOW  

 

LAST 

 

MERRY 

 

 

DAME 

 

NORDMAN 

 

RICE 

CHRISTMAS CONNECTIONS 
Find four groups of four related words (like the NYT Connections format)  

Words can be connected by meaning, association, or common use at Christmas.  

Group 1: 

Group 2: 

Group 3: 

Group 4:  

The Carol Singers' 
Route 

    Answers to all puzzles on the back page 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL 

Cocktails and Karaoke Night  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our cocktail and 

Karaoke evening at the end of September. We all had a great 

and memorable evening. Big thank you to Dave and Ben 

Harris for 

hosting. Well 

done to 

everyone who 

got up and 

sang and made 

the event such 

a success.  

 

 

Charity Skittles Night  

We had a full house join us on Saturday 25th October for our 

charity skittles night. Our night was in memory of Bob 

Gammage and Phil Bott who were great ambassadors for 

Northamptonshire skittles and captained the village teams for 

many years. Four teams, totalling 32 players battled it out in a 

fun, competitive evening until one team, The Spades, were 

crowned champions. Thank you to Mandy Carson, Gemma 

Sellers and Dave Harris for their help with the evening. A 

total of Ã280 was raised for Prostate Cancer and Alzheimerõs 

Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Archive  

Huge thanks go to Cold Ashby Parish Council for giving Ã500 

grant towards the Cold Ashby Archive project. Work is now 

underway in reproducing and cataloguing many photographs 

and articles and will continue into next year. We plan to hold 

another Heritage Day in the spring where we can share our 

progress so far. Dates for this will be announced in the next 

edition. 

 

 

 
 

Meet at      

St Denys 

Church, 

Cold Ashby, 

2pm 

December 13th  

   NEWS FROM ST DENYS CHURCH 

Harvest Supper  

Thank you to everyone who attended our Harvest 

Festival and Supper at the end of September. It was a 

lovely, well attended evening and we are very grateful to 

everyone that helped on the night. We raised just under 

Ã500 which, coupled with the money raised at Open 

Gardens has paid for the new joists and floorboards 

which were damaged and needed replacing. Thank you 

to James Ruddlesdin for carrying out the repairs.  

Lighting of Remembrance Tree  

The Tree of Remembrance will once more be lit 

throughout December to remember those that are no 

longer with us. This year the grand switch on will be 

Saturday 6th December at 6pm and everyone is warmly 

welcome to join us where we will sing some carols 

before moving into the church for refreshments. To buy 

a bulb costs Ã5 and villagers will receive a form through 

your door which needs to be returned to Will Benney 

by the beginning of December. 

Sunday Cafe 
Sunday 21st December, Sunday 4th and 25

th
 January 

Join us for breakfast between 9:30-12pm. Bacon, Sausage, Egg rolls, 
Toasties  and Cakes available to eat in or takeaway. 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

 

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall  
Presents: 

Cold Ashby 
 Christmas   
Cracker  

Get into the Christmas Spirit with us on: 

Saturday 13th December from 
7:30pm 

A festive evening hosted by  
Dave Harris  

Secret Santa (buy a fun present for 
around Ã5 and receive one in return) 

Christmas tabletop quiz  
 

Bring a plate of food to share  

.ĉûÓ !ĜçÌĹ `×āĉĘêÀû HÀûû  
ĕĘ×Ĝ×ĂġĜŭ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VĉêĂ ĥĜ ĉĂŭ 
zÀġĥĘÓÀĹ ŒŐĜġ VÀĂĥÀĘĹ Àġ  

ŖŭŒŏĕā 
BĉĘ ĉĥĘ ÍÀĜç ĕĘêľ× ÌêĂâĉ 

ƣŐ ĕ×Ę ÍÀĘÓ 
 

ZÀĜÀâĂ× ÀĂÓ âÀĘûêÍ ÌĘ×ÀÓ ÀĲÀêûÀÌû× ġĉ  
ĕĘ×ĉĘÓ×Ę Àġ ƣŕ 

COLD ASHBY EVENTS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

Everyone is welcome to join us for the following events and your support will ensure that we are able to keep these important 

village facilities open for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and skittle teams going. 

 

 Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion. Bar open. Please see village Facebook pages for 

more details. 

Date Event Place Details 

Wed 3rd Dec Skittles CA v CSB Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 6th Dec Lighting Tree of Remembrance St Denys Church 6pm 

Fri 12th Dec Skittles CA v SFC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 13th Dec Walk and Wonder Prayer Trail St Denys Church 2-3pm 

Sat 13th Dec Carol Service St Denys Church 5pm 

Sat 13th Dec Christmas Cracker Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 21st Dec Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00 

Wed 24th Dec Christmas Eve Social Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Thurs 25th Dec Christmas Day Drinks Memorial Hall 11:00-1:15pm 

Fri 26th Dec Boxing Night Social Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 31st Dec NYE Social Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 4th Jan Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00 

Wed 7th Jan Skittles CA v BH Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Fri 9th Jan Skittles CA v SFC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 14th Jan Skittles CA v LBRC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Fri 16th Jan Skittles CA v KA Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 25th Jan Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00 

Sat 31st Jan Bingo Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 
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STORAGE/WORKSHOP BUILDING 

TO RENT IN BRIXWORTH AREA  

APPROX 874 SQUARE FEET/81 SQUARE 

METRES 

PHONE 01788 510237 FOR DETAILS  
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

Sloes - A Bumper Crop 
This year has been a òmast yearó meaning that weõve had a 

bumper crop of fruits and nuts. Mast years typically happen every 

three to five years, the last being in 2020. A mast year typically 

occurs as a reaction to environmental triggers such as the 

weather. It means that certain trees overproduce in the hope 

that there will be an overwhelming number of fruit/nuts, enough 

to sustain wildlife and to also ensure that enough seeds survive 

to grow into trees.  

Whether itõs meant more crumbles, jams, preserves or a cheeky 

sloe gin tipple there has been plenty of fruit to be harvested or 

foraged to make the most of the seasonõs offerings. Why not try 

our simple Sloe Gin recipe.  

 

Ingredients: 

500g Sloe berries 

250g Caster sugar 

1 Litre of Gin 

 

Method: 

 Wash your berries and check for any bugs 

 Split the sloe berry skins, this can be done by pricking 

with a skewer, soaking in water, or freezing overnight and 

allowing to defrost 

 Combine all of your ingredients together in a 2 litre jar or 

two smaller ones 

 Give everything a good mix up and then shake daily for 7 

days and store in a cool dark place for 2-3 months 

 Line a sieve with a muslin square and set over a bowl and 

strain the gin through it 

 Decant into clean dry bottles and then seal and label. It 

can be enjoyed right away but will mature and taste even 

better the following year 

 

 

 

 

  EAGA Gospel Choir at All Saints Church 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who came and supported 

the Gospel Choir night in October. Such a joyous and uplifting 

evening of music, dancing and laughter. The Choir treated us 

to an extraordinary selection of hymns and songs and had the 

whole church on their feet. Especially after a beautiful 

collaboration with the talented Carolynne Willey who joined 

the choir to sing Amazing Grace. The evening raised just 

under Ã400 which will be used towards maintenance costs for 

the Church and the village hall.  
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

Cottesbrooke Past & Present 
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 CREATON NEWS 
Walking Group  

Autumn has been perfect for walking with sunshine and little rain. 

The colours have been magnificent and the paths dry and not too 

overgrown! The walkers were delighted to be joined by a visitor 

from London for their October walk and enjoyed explaining 

Ashby St Ledgersõ historic link to the gunpowder plot. The 

walkers encountered sheep, cattle and horses and emerged 

unscathed to enjoy lunch at the pub. 

November was a gentle walk round Pitsford reservoir with a 

coffee break in preparation for the all-important December walk 

followed by Christmas lunch at the Fox and Hounds, Harlestone. 

Walks are on the second Saturday of the month and start at 

10am from Creaton lychgate. New walkers and well-behaved 

dogs always welcome. 

 

Creaton Singers 

A massive thank you to everyone who came to the Creaton 

Singers concert on 5th October in aid of hft, helping adults with 

learning disabilities, the charity in aid of which Ollie Perrins May 

is running the Athens marathon. It was a great success and 

raised Ã722! 

Preparations are now being made for Christmas so do put the 

dates in your diary and get into the festive spirit with your local 

singing group: 

 Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th December from 2pm to 3:30pm: 

Welford Christmas Tree Farm. Enjoy an afternoon collecting 

your tree, buying gifts and singing carols 

 Wednesday 17 December: 7pm Carols on Creaton Green 

and Carol Singing around Creaton village followed by a 

Christmas concert at 7:30pm in the URC in Creaton High 

Street. Mulled wine and mince pies will be served. Bucket 

collection for Alzheimer's Society 

 Saturday 20th December 2pm. Cottesbrooke Carol Service. 

 

  St Michael & All Angels 
St Michael and All Angelsõ Village Carol Service and 

Celebration of completion of the reordering project  

Sunday 21st December at 3 pm.  

You may have noticed that there has been more building work 

taking place in the bell tower. The bell ringers identified a 

problem with the new cupboards which has now been rectified 

by removing the cornice and raising the height of the cupboards. 

Some electrical work has also been undertaken to improve the 

lighting in the belfry. 

The PCC plans to celebrate the completion of the tower screen 

project and the restoration of our lovely Victorian pipe organ at 

a social event following the village Carol Service at 3pm on 

Sunday 21st December. This will be the first event to mark the 

start of the 800th anniversary of the first recorded Rector of 

Creaton in 1226. 

We do hope that many villagers and friends will come and join in 

our celebrations and help recognize the enormous contribution 

which the late Simon Bown made to this project. 


