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Lights of Love switch 0B Saturday 8 oe Carpenter and Son
December at 6.00pm

Carol Serviced Saturday 18 December at An Engllsh Nativity
500pm ) By Graham Clarke

Christmas Day Communion serviée9.30am

Cottesbrooke December 12th at 7:00

Carol Serviced Saturday 20 December at in Spratton Church

2.00pm December 13th at 7:00

Christmas Day Communion serviéel1.00am in Guilshorough Church
Creaton T WHATGSS ON
Walking Nativityd Saturday 20 December at ,‘,ui”‘ ¢ DECEMBER
1.00pm (especially suitable for children and Cp— :
families) “ b See p.5 for all Cold Ashby Events
Carol Serviced Sunday 21 December at #la 6th Caf® Christmas :Hol |
3.00pm 6th Creaton Singers Welford Xmas Trees :
Christmas Communio® Wednesday 24 7th Creaton Singers Welford Xmas Trees :
December at 10.00pm 10th WI Creaton
o i \ 11th Guilsborough Friends
Gui|sbor0ugh Fl ee Admission - \ll don: \llons gral l'ul y received 13th Creaton Walkers 4
Lights of Love switch o Sunday 7 15th MMM Christmas Party Guilsborough:
December at 4.30pm 16th Carol Singing Guislborough .
Carol Serviced Sunday 21 December at OLLO WEL 17th Carols on The Green/URC, Creaton :
6.00pm “ =~ L 19th FOSM History, Creaton
Christmas Day Communion serviée9.30am © STEAM O 19th Hopewell Caf®:Holl
Ayp———— 19th Pop up Pub Guilsborough
Hiy SE SW A 4
Hollowell VY HOR 20th Creaton Singers Cottesbrooke 1
Carol Service with Christingle3 Wednesday THANK YOU to Holl Il st 21st Carol Service St
th P
24" December 6.30pm _ _0 _0 owe _ ezflm JANUARY
committee for their kind contribution to :
Thornby ” Village Link printing costs. It is much g’;egjsfsgihgﬁ'grgzk;y ST :
g%g);rﬁemce Sunday Z1December at appreciated! Reports on page 16. 10th Creaton Walkers
Christmas Communion Servigg9.30am 14th W1 Creaton
23rd Hopewell Caf®:Holl

26th FOSM History, Creaton
31st WI CPR Training, Creaton

AND REGULARLY ...

Monday mornings MMM, evenings Knitwits
Guilsborough; Tuesday evenings, Creatoé
Singers; Thursday mornings indoor bowls;
Creaton; Sunday am Tennis Guilsborougli;
Thursday evenings, Badminton

Guilsborough and Nia Guilsborough.
Sunday am Soul Yoga
Long Buckby Library & Hub events on p2§.

#and healthy festive season - and the
ry best for 2026!

. ee@ge3for some light -h
' seasonal puzzles - something for all

Copy deadline for the February/March e&itiodanuary



Creaton Village Shop

CHAMPIONING LOCAL PRODUCERS

We stock a wide variety of locally made products
POST OFFICE SERVICES

Mail | Banking | Travel Money | DVLA

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7:30 - 18:00
Saturday: 8:00 - 18:00 | Sunday: 8:00 - 15:00

>

2A Welford Road, Creaton, NN6 8NH
Our Shop

www.creatonvillageshop.co.uk
Your Shop NaRiaL

Tel: 01604 328877

COMPASS ENERGY »

Trevor Reay

From 1983, Trevor developed a local oil
distributor in Brixworth alongside Tony
Watson. After a change of ownership,
Trevor decided it would be wise to leave
that company in May 2018. Two years later
in September 2020 an opportunity came
along. Trevor came out of an early retire-
ment and locally started Compass Energy.

Our vision is to build an old-style local fuel
distribution. Since 2022, Trev has now been
joined by his long-standing ex-colleagues,
Jess McClorey, lan Taylor & Ruth
Threadgold in our Sywell office.

WHY CHOOSE COMPASS ENERGY?

® Local depot - ready supply

e Local drivers - quick deliveries
® [ ocal office - direct contact

e Competitive pricing - buy direct

We offer specialist osteopathic care for
all ages, alongside sports massage,
cranial osteopathy, tongue-tie
assessments, and breastfeeding support.
Providing safe, effective treatment for
muscles, joints, and overall wellbeing.

BRIXWORTH
OSTEOPATHIC
CLINIC

Lamport, Northants, NN6 9HF
01604 328 260

[OF:: :
& info@brixworthosteopathy.com
ﬁ www.brixworthosteopathy.com

Please contact

Trev on 07725 724108
Jess on 07525 268133

and ask about our competitive
prices and fast delivery




VILLAGE LINK MERRY QUIZMAS!

is a bimonthly publication delivered
free of charge to households in Cold
Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton,

The Great

Guilshorough, Hollowell, Teeton and ‘\“:\ . M | nce P|e

Thornby. It is produced and 'yz‘\

distributed by volunteers. Due to DA Myste ry

restrictions of time and space there is

no guarantee that copy submitted will A group of carol singers wants to visitall  Mrs. Bennett from Thornby bake24 mince
be used. All funds received from 7 Village Link villages on Christmas Eve. pjes. She gave one third to her friend in
advertising go towards printing costs. They start and finish at the same village, '

and want to Visit each of the other 6 Hollowell. Then her grandson in Teeton
Editorial team: villages exactly once. If they take 15 sneakedwo for hlmself. Later, she shgred
Andrea King 07920 107903 minutes to sing at each village and 10 half of the rest at the village carol service.
Tony Hart 01604 740535 minutes to travel between each village, How many mince pies did Mrs. Bennett have

sarah Dalzell| 07917 608238 what's the shortest time their entire left at home?

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 route could take? (Assume they don't
Eve Wooldridge 07711 335771

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 sing in their starting village).
Liz Sibbald 01604 743566
Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666

Wherever possibleplease email

your contributions to.
editorial@villagelink.org.uk his saves
considerable time reyping
information! When providing hard
copy materials, please post to Sarah
Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft,
Guilsborough, NN6 8QB

Christmas Word Chain
Can you find the missing Christmas words? Change one letter each time to 4
reach the final word. We've given you the first and last to get started:

SNOW Y ?2Y ?Y ?Y ?Y ?Y 2V ?2Y ?VY ?Y GIFT

Hint: Think about things you might find on Christmas Day!

Advertisements are

welcome from local businesses, : ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ;
charities, clubs and societies. s - S S - - - S S
Commercial businesses pay advertising
rates. One insertion: full pagle_lalla-!)-MAS CONNECTIONS
half page A70, quart &nd paryroupsdbfour Relad Wdrds (like the NYT Connections format)

page A_2 g " Words can be connected by meaning, association, or common use at Christmas.
Two or more insertions: full page

A120, half page A60, qularter pagdge A3
eighth page A15. Al l |p e pe
insertion. Colour available in some NO
issues, price on application. Private
ads are also welcome. Back page

8l ineaged cost Al1.50 pelr line. Pl ease
contact Sarah Dalzell to book
advertising or email: BLACK CHRISTMAS BLUE FRASER
advertising@Vvillagelink.org.uk
Cheques payable to o6Vil|lage Linko

nnnnnnnnnnnn

0

rices a r
BUTTONS BLE YORKSHIRE BARON

DOUGLAS WHITE WIDOW LAST
DEADLINE FOR THE

FEBRUARY/MARCH EDITION:
Monday 5th January

nnnnnnnnnnnn
Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions.
They cannot be held accountable for the

MERRY DAME NORDMAN RICE

accuracy of advertisements appearing in Group 1:
this newsletter, nor for editorial
information sent to them or published by Group 2:
them.
Group 3:
Group 4:

Answers to all puzzles on the back page 3



COLD ASHBY NEWS

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL NEWS FROM ST DENYS CHURCH

Cocktails and Karaoke Night
Harvest Supper

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our cocktail and
Karaoke evening at the end of September. We all had a great
and memorable evening. Big thank you to Dave and Ben

Thank you to everyone who attended our Harvest
Festival and Supper at the end of September. It was a
lovely, well attended evening and we are very grateful to

Harris for . . .

hosting. Well everyone that helped on the night. We raised just under

done to A500 which, coupled with the
everyone who Gardens has paid for the new joists and floorboards

got up and which were damaged and needed replacing. Thank you

sang and made to James Ruddlesdin for carrying out the repairs.

the event such
a success.

Charity Skittles Night

We had a full house join us on Saturday"Z3ctober for our i
charity skittles night. Our night was in memory of Bob ‘ b \‘$
Gammage and Phil Bott who were great ambassadors for ‘ - o =
Northamptonshire skittles and captained the village teams for

many years. Four teams, totalling 32 players battled it out in|a The Tree of Remembrance will once more be lit

Lighting of Remembrance Tree

fun, competitive evening until one team, The Spades, were throughout December to remember those that are no

crowned champions. Thank you to Mandy Carson, Gemma longer with us. This year the grand switch on will be

Sellers and Dave Harris for their help with the evening. A Saturday 6 December at 6pm and everyone is warmly

total of A280 was raised for \fldniophbswhefeWe Wil sindsBrie ctdisz h e i mer
Society. - - before moving into the church for refreshments. To buy

a bulb costs A5 and villagers
your door which needs to be returned to Will Benney
by the beginning of December.

alk*‘“'f
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Vi”age Archive : V|Llage Prayer Trail

at: December 13th
Huge thanks go to Cold Ashbly Par i a

grant towards the Cold Ashby Archive project. Work is now

underway in reproducing and cataloguing many photographs Cold hby
and articles and will continue into next year. We plan to hold Q \

another Heritage Day in the spring where we can share our ﬁ ‘.l V
progress so far. Dates for this will be announced in the next \

edition.
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Sunday Cafe

Sunday 21st December, Sunday 4th and 28" January

Join us for breakfast between 9:30-12pm. Bacon, Sausage, Egg rolls,
Toasties and Cakes available to eat in or takeaway.




COLD ASHBY NEWS
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Cold Ashby Memorial Hall

@ Presents:
/;7 Col d A
& Chri st

Cr ack

Get into the Christmas Spirit with us on:
Saturday 13th December from
7:30pm

A festive evening hosted by
Dave Harris
Secret Santa (buy a fun present for
around A5 and recei
Christmas tabletop quiz
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Bring a plate of food to share
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COLD ASHBY EVENTS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY

Everyone is welcome to join us for the following events and your support will ensure that we are able to keep these important
village facilities open for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and skittle teams going.

Date Event Place Details
Wed 3rd Dec Skittles CA v CSB Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Sat &' Dec Lighting Tree of Remembrance St Denys Church 6pm
Fri 12" Dec Skittles CA v SFC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Sat 18 Dec Walk and Wonder Prayer Trail St Denys Church 2-3pm
Sat 18 Dec Carol Service St Denys Church 5pm
Sat 18 Dec Christmas Cracker Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Sun 2% Dec Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:3612:00
Wed 24" Dec Christmas Eve Social Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Thurs 25" Dec Christmas Day Drinks Memorial Hall 11:061:15pm
Fri 26" Dec Boxing Night Social Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Wed 31st Dec NYE Social Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Sun 4 Jan Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:3612:00
Wed 7" Jan Skittles CA v BH Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Fri 9" Jan Skittles CA v SFC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Wed 14" Jan Skittles CA v LBRC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Fri 16" Jan Skittles CA v KA Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Sun 25th Jan Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:3612:00
Sat 3% Jan Bingo Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm

Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion. Bar open. Please see village Facehook pages fo
more details.




STORAGE/WORKSHOP BUILDING
TO RENT IN BRIXWORTH AREA

APPROX 874 SQUARE FEET/81 SQUA

METRES
PHONE 01788 510237 FOR DETAILS

Learn to drive
wil th

MERRICK

School of Motoring
est. 1980

Merrick Bowles, osa ani
01604 740138

Towing instruction also awvailable.

RE

Artisan bakes - @mﬁv@
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MILLIE’'S
BAKERY

homemade in
Arthingworth

o Celebration cakes made to order

e Sourdough & other breads

e Scan the QR code to visit the website

e Visit us at The Old Stableyard Tearoom,
Holdenby House (April-August)

Q. 07484196027
@ milliesbakery04@gmail.com

@ www.milliesbakery.co.uk

Audio - Podcast - Video

editing for your business or
project
Enquiries: Penny Bell

penny.bell@aol.co.uk
07754381034

g

No room in the garage
or the attic?

.

SELF STORAGE

Rent storage space by the week or
for as long as you need
Archive Documents
House Contents
Business or Domestic
Tel 01604505050

email: George@Loc-Box.co.uk
Loc-Box Self Storage Creaton Northants

www.Loc-Box.co.uk

WillsDirect

1 Judges Court, Creaton, Northampton NN6 8NS

Mobile: 07899 938255
Email: wilsdirectbusiness@gmail.com
www.willsdirectnorthampton.co.uk

Thereis one important job you‘ve
been meaning to do for years...
Make a Will!

Wills Direct Northampton has been
established since 1993 offeringa
professional, expert Will Writing Service
to people throughout Northamptonshire
and the surrounding area. With Wills
written for over 12,000 people, Wills
Direct can help you to write your Will
simply and quickly with our affordable
FREE HOME VISIT SERVICE.

g *;‘”r,;, Safe to do
& 8 = business with

Code Compliant




COTTESBROOKE NEWS

Sloes- A Bumper Crop EAGA Gospel Choir at All Saints Church

This year has been a oOmast Yy ez ad a
bumper crop of fruits and nuts. Mast years typically happen eve 1 ’
three to five years, the last being in 2020. A mast year typically
occurs as a reaction to environmental triggers such as the
weather. It means that certain trees overproduce in the hope
that there will be an overwhelming number of fruit/nuts, enough
to sustain wildlife and to also ensure that enough seeds survive

to grow into trees.

A big THANK YOU to everyone who came and supported

the Gospel Choir night in October. Such a joyous and uplifting
evening of music, dancing and laughter. The Choir treated us
to an extraordinary selection of hymns and songs and had the
whole church on their feet. Especially after a beautiful
collaboration with the talented Carolynne Willey who joined
the choir to sing Amazing Grace. The evening raised just

under A400 which will be used 't
Whet her itds meant mor e c¢r umbthee«hurch gndthesvilaggphalle ser ves or a chee
sloe gin tipple there has been plenty of fruit to be harvested or
foraged to make the most of| the seasonds offerings. Why not

our simple Sloe Gin recipe.

Ingredients:
5009 Sloe berries
2509 Caster sugar
1 Litre of Gin

Method:

e Wash your berries and check for any bugs

e Split the sloe berry skins, this can be done by pricking
with a skewer, soaking in water, or freezing overnight and=_
allowing to defrost \ ‘

e Combine all of your ingredients together in a 2 litre jar or - s .
two smaller ones

e Give everything a good mix up and then shake daily for 7 J ° M ® B l L L l N Gs
days and store in a cool dark place fe32nonths PLUMBING 8& HEATING ENGINEER

e Line a sieve with a muslin square and set over a bowl! and OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
strain the gin through it

e Decant into clean dry bottles and then seal and label. It DD CAS S N LA LA ION AND M AN TENANCE

BATHROOM AND UNVENTED HOT WATER INSTALLATIONS

can be enjoyed right away but will mature and taste even

better the fO"OWIng year FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE
A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE CONTACT JIM ON:

M 07810 800876
E JIMBILLINGS@ROCKETMAIL.COM (lphe
Registered
ReomTEn

BASED IN CREATON Plumber



COTTESBROOKE NEWS

Cottesbrooke Past & Present

YOga in
Cottesbrooke
Join Sara for gentle Yoga
Sunday mornings

10am till lam

Cottesbrooke Village Hall
please book with Sara

07765255460

«28 0o, Professional foot health

‘ ’ treatments. Caring for your feet in

the comfort of your own home.
Routine Foot Care e Trained in Diabetic

Nail Trimming and Filing Foot Care
III\_:IEO ABlj'Il_'E FOOT Callus/Hard Skin e Treatment of
: Removal Fungal Infections
PRACTITIONER Verruca & Corn Removale Athletes Foot
: Ingrowing Toenails
Michael Babb
DipFHP RFHP
For more information and to book an
REGISTERED

appointment please call or email:
FOOT HEALTH

PRACTITIONER
EULELY INSURED
BBS CHECKER:

© 07969 139000
© Michaelbabbfoothealthcare@outlook.com



CREATON NEWS

Walking Group Creaton Singers

Autumn has been perfect for walking with sunshine and little rain.

The colours have been magnificent and the paths dry and not tOR massive thank you to everyone who came to the Creaton
overgrown! The walkers were delighted to be joined by a visitor
from London for their October walk and enjoyed explaining
Ashby St Ledgersd historic
walkers encountered sheep, cattle and horses and emerged
unscathed to enjoy lunch at the pub.

Singers concert on"50ctober in aid of hft, helping adults with

| ,IearEingtdisabilities, the chariR/ in aid %f which Ollie P(—;‘[rrins M_I_a){/1
Iisnrunning fhe Athéns matathor? IPWAS aegFeat Bucc®ss and €
raised A722!

Preparations are now being made for Christmas so do put the

November was a gentle walk round Pitsford reservoir with a . . ! . s
. . . dates in your diary and get into the festive spirit with your local
coffee break in preparation for the athportant December walk singing group:

followed by Christmas lunch at the Fox and Hounds, Harlestone.. Saturday B and Sunday*7December from 2pm to 3:30pm:
Walks are on the second Saturday of the month and start at . . .
Welford Christmas Tree Farm. Enjoy an afternoon collecting
10am from Creaton lychgate. New walkers and wedhaved . . -
your tree, buying gifts and singing carols

dogs always welcome.
o Wednesday 17 December: 7pm Carols on Creaton Green

and Carol Singing around Creaton village followed by a
Christmas concert at 7:30pm in the URC in Creaton High

b Street. Mulled wine and mince pies will be served. Bucket
§ ‘ collection for Alzheimer's Society
= ¢ Saturday 20 December 2pm. Cottesbrooke Carol Service.
IR
< .
THINK DIFFERENTLY St Michael & All Angels
DESIGN IDEAS Stleicfhaell ar;crj] AIdI Angel sd& Vil
Celebration of completion of the reordering project
HOUSE PLANS Sunday 21% December at 3 pm.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS You may have noticed that there has been more building work
BUILDING PLANS taking place in the bell tower. The bell ringers identified a

problem with the new cupboards which has now been rectified
by removing the cornice and raising the height of the cupboards.
Some electrical work has also been undertaken to improve the
lighting in the belfry.

The PCC plans to celebrate the completion of the tower screen
project and the restoration of our lovely Victorian pipe organ at
a social event following the village Carol Service at 3pm on
Sunday 21 December. This will be the first event to mark the
start of the 80¢ anniversary of the first recorded Rector of
Creaton in 1226.

We do hope that many villagers and friends will come and join in
our celebrations and help recognize the enormous contribution
which the late Simon Bown made to this project.

Contact us for your FREE Consultation

07764 603017
01604 743409
plans@abstractlimited.co.uk

www.abstractlimited.co.uk




