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WHATõS ON 

AUGUST 
See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

2nd Cottesbrooke Coffee Morning 

9th Creaton Walking Group 

9th Party ôtil the Cows Come Home (see 

back page) 

14th Guilsborough Friends 

15th VJ Day Guilsborough (see back page) 

30th Cottesbrooke Produce & Craft Show 

 

SEPTEMBER 
6th Hollowell Big Breakfast 

7th Tennis Tournament Guilsborough 

10th Creaton WI 

11th Guilsborough Friends 

13th Creaton Walking Group 

19th Creaton History Group 

20th Millionaireõs Evening Guilsborough 

25th Cottesbrooke Soundbath 

26th Hollowell Hopewell Caf® 

28th Guilsborough Harvest Festival, then 

Pimms & Puddings (see p20) 

 

AND REGULARLY ... 
Monday mornings MMM, evenings Knitwits 

Guilsborough; Tuesday evenings, Creaton 

Singers; Thursday mornings indoor bowls, 

Creaton; Sunday am and Tuesday pm, 

Tennis Guilsborough; Thursday evenings, 

Badminton Guilsborough and Nia 

Guilsborough. Sunday am Soul Yoga, 

Cottesbrooke é and Long Buckby Library 

& Hub events on back page. 

30 YEARSõ SERVICE AT GUILSBOROUGH 

FIRE STATION 

Stuart Oliver attended his final Monday night drill at Guilsborough Fire Station, after 30 

years of dedicated service. He was joined by the current crew, past crew members, friends 

and family. It was a great turnout to pay tribute to, and thank Stuart for his long distin-

guished service, the second longest in the stationõs history. The knowledge, skills and 

behaviours that Stuart brought with him on every call were invaluable to the crew and the 

community that he served. Firefighters both past and present on the evening, accounted 

for well over 300 years of service at Guilsborough Fire Station. There was lots of 

reminiscing and recounting stories of fire calls from days gone by, and Firefighters catching 

up with colleagues they had served with, but hadnõt seen for 27 years in some cases. It was 

a fantastic evening, with a BBQ and presentations to Stuart from a Brigade Manager, as well 

as from the crew. Stuart with his years of experience will be sadly missed, and the whole 

crew wish him well for the future. 

If you think you would like to join the local On-Call fire service, either call into the station 

on a Monday evening for a chat over a coffee, or check out the fire service website for 

further information. www.northantsfire.gov.uk 

Creaton resident Archie Wright became a National Champion 

in 100 metres at Birmingham Athletics Stadium on 22nd July. 

The annual National PrepSchoolfinals pull together the best 

athletes from over 500 Prep Schools around England to 

compete across track and field events. Archie, representing 

Spratton Hall in the U13's category, started the campaign back 

in April when he won the local Northamptonshire heat. On the 

big day Archie produced an outstanding run in the heats 

breaking the schoolõs record thathad stood for over 20 years 

and setting a personal best. In the final, after a slow start, Archie 

powered through to take 1st place and gold medal, setting 

another school record and personal best of 12.29 seconds! 

ARCHIE - THE RECORD-BREAKING RUNNER 
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 VILLAGE LINK   

is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  07920 107903  

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Liz Sibbald 07360 778276   

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666 

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Sarah 

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft, 

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB 

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20.   

Two or more insertions: full page 

Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page Ã30, 

eighth page Ã15.   All prices are per 

insertion.  Colour available in some 

issues, price on application.  Private 

ads are also welcome. Back page 

õlineageõ cost Ã1.50 per line.  Please 

contact Sarah Dalzell to book 

advertising or email. 

advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 

ññññññññññññ 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE 

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 

EDITION:  

Tuesday 2nd September 

 ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

 

BIRDING NOTES 
New for the Garden List: Spotted Flycatcher  

In twenty years of living in Hollowell Iõve 

seen Spotted Flycatchers a handful of times 

in the village, including a couple of times 

from my front door, but never actually in 

our garden. I was therefore delighted on the 

morning of June 5th to look up from my 

desk and see one land on top of a nearby 

wall. Soon after, a second bird appeared, 

giving close views as it perched on garden 

furniture. Over the following few weeks this 

pair became regular visitors, and it was 

apparent that they were establishing a breeding territory. Evidence of this was ôcourtship-

feedingõ, a pair-bonding activity where the male bird brings insect food to the female, and 

other territorial behaviour, including chasing off an intruding Woodpigeon from a potential 

nest site. Writing this today in the second week of July, the pair is still present; they appear to 

have chosen a nest site in a nearby climbing Hydrangea. 

Spotted Flycatchers are a scarce summer visitor in Northants, and after an 87% decline 

between 1967 and 2016 they are on the ôRed Listõ of Britainõs 67 most vulnerable bird species. 

This decline appears to be driven by reduced first-year survival rates, although reasons for this 

are not clear. 

In the British Isles, Spotted Flycatchers often frequent gardens, churchyards and farm buildings 

as well as open woodland or habitats, and they can be confiding and easy to observe. They will 

often use a perch such as a fence, wall, or a high exposed tree branch; from this vantage point 

they will fly up or out and catch insects in dashing flight, often returning to the same perch 

between sallies. An audible ôsnapõ can often draw attention to this feeding activity. When 

feeding their young, adults often gather an impressive beakful of insects, which may include 

large moths, butterflies and even dragonflies. The birdsõ bills are excellently adapted to this, 

each of the upper and lower parts being broad and shaped like the front end of a boat. Adult 

birds are more striped than spotted, their scientific name is Muscipapa striata ð ôstriataõ 

meaning striped; juvenile birds do however have spotted plumage for a short time after 

fledging. They can be vocal and once learnt the calls are quite distinctive, but they have a fairly 

limited vocal range, typically one or two repeated syllables ôsipõ or ôsee-chhkkõ. 

Once breeding is complete, Spotted Flycatchers typically disperse and can become more 

evident and widespread; while migrating, adults and juveniles may be encountered feeding in 

large groups of twenty or more birds. They are one of our latest summer visitors to arrive 

usually from mid-May to early June and have usually departed by early October. 

Spotted Flycatchers are often described as nondescript, or lacking obvious features, and their 

overall grey/brown appearance could be said to be unremarkable, however they are character-

ful and lively birds, and fascinating to watch. Itõs been a real privilege to be able to observe this 

fleeting and scarce summer visitor at close quarters over an extended period.         Jon Cook 

National Theatre Live Screenings  

Ravensthorpe Village Cinema will be adding to their 

programme for 2025-2026 all National Theatre Live 

Screenings for 2025-2026 starting on 3rd October with 

òInter Aliaó and followed at approximately monthly intervals by óMrs Warrenõs Professionó, 

òThe Fifth Stepó, òHamletó and two other titles yet to be confirmed.  Details of the screenings 

and booking arrangements, including on-line booking, can be viewed at  https://

www.rvhall.online/cinema/.  To join Ravensthorpeõs cinema mailing list please send your details 

to mailto:cinema@rvhall.online. 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL 

May Day celebration tea  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our May Day 

celebration. It was a lovely afternoon and so  lovely to see a 

new generation of children dancing around the Maypole. 

Special thanks to Fiona Gunn-Stokes, Carole Oliver and Julie 

Webb for making  and serving the traditional tea. It is so 

important in our small communities to keep village traditions 

alive and we were delighted that so many joined us for our 

celebration. 

 

70s night  

A fantastic evening was had by all who attended our 70s night 

in June.  Huge thanks to Dave Harris for comp¯ring and 

delivering a fabulous playlist, along with a challenging and 

enjoyable  tabletop quiz. Congratulations to Tina for being 

voted best dressed and to everyone else who made it such a 

fun occasion and dressed up in 70s outfits. Thank you to 

Mandy Carson and Gemma Sellers for making and serving the 

buffet supper.  

 

Cold Ashby Archive  

Just a reminder that the trustees of the Memorial Hall are 

collecting old village news cuttings, photos and any other 

memorabilia from Cold Ashby days gone by. If you have 

anything that we could have or re-photograph for the archive, 

please let Fiona or Mandy know. We will be holding a  

Heritage Open Day at our caf® on Saturday August 30th so 

villagers can come and view our collection, so in the meantime 

please have a look in cupboards and drawers for anything that 

you may have that is interesting about our village history. 

 

CHURCH NEWS 
                                                                                 

Open Gardens   

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our annual open 

gardens in aid of St Denys church. More details will follow in 

the next edition. 

 

Harvest festival and Supper  

Everyone is warmly welcome to join us for our Harvest 

Communion and festival on Sunday 28th September at 09:30. 

Our Annual Harvest Supper will take place on Monday 29th 

September at 7pm. Tickets available from Debbie Sampson 

@Ã10 . 

 

Farewell to Mick Lill 

In June, Cold Ashby lost 

another of their well loved 

residents, Mick Lill. Mick was 

Cold Ashby born and bred 

and was actively involved with 

all village affairs. Along with 

his late wife Maureen, he was 

a dedicated church attendee 

who spent much time and 

effort  fundraising for St 

Denys church. He also served 

as Chair of Governors at 

Guilsborough Primary for 

many years. He was 

instrumental in the opening of 

Cold Ashby Golf Club over 50 years ago and he had a passion 

for farming and playing bowls and won many cups and 

competitions in both. He will be very much missed by us all 

and we are very grateful for all that he did for the village. 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 
 

Everyone  is  warmly  invited  to  join  us as 
we celebrate  Harvest   

At  St Denys  Church,  Cold  Ashby  

Sunday  28th September  at 
9:30am 

 
Harvest  produce  donations  will  be very  

welcome,  please  leave in  them  in  the 
church  before  the service.  

 

St Denys  Church,  Cold  Ashby   
invite  you  to  our:  

Monday  29th September   
6:30 for  7pm 

Cold  Ashby  Memorial  Hall  
2 course  meal  £10 

 
Bar,  Bottle  tombola  and 

Auction  of  produce   
 

Tickets  from:  Debbie  Sampson  07794179443 
Fiona  Gunn -Stokes  07488373629 

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall  

Saturday Cafe  
And Heritage Day 

Join us for brunch between 
10:00-2:00pm 

Saturday 30th August 
Come and look at our  
Cold Ashby Archive 

 
 

 

       Cold  Ashby  Memorial  Hall  presents:  

 

                          Join us on: 
Saturday  27th September  from  07:30pm  

 
Enjoy a fun filled evening of song and      
dance with our DJ Dave Harris  
 
A range of cocktails from plus our usual 
range of drinks to choose     
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 
COLD ASHBY EVENTS FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 

Everyone is welcome to join us for the following events and residentsõ support will ensure that we are able to keep these 

important village facilities open and provide opportunities for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and 

skittle teams going. 

Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion. Bar open.  

Date Event Place Details 

Wed 6th Aug Skittles CAB v CSB Memorial Hall 

  

From7:30 pm 

Fri 8th Aug Social Evening Pavilion From 6:30pm 

  

Sat 9th Aug Social Evening Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

  

Wed 13th Aug Skittles CAB v LBRC 

  

Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 20th Aug Skittles CAA v KA Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

  

Fri 22nd Aug 

  

Social Night Pavilion From 06:30pm 

Sat 23rd Aug Social Night 

  

Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 30th August Heritage Day Caf® Memorial Hall From 10-2pm 

(See poster) 

Sat 6th 13th Sept Social night 

  

Memorial Hall From 07:30pm 

Wed 17th Sept Skittles League pairs Memorial Hall From 07:30pm 

Sun 21st Sept Sunday Caf® Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Sat 27th Sept Cocktails and Karaoke Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

(See poster) 
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

From the heart of Cottesbrooke in early 

Springé 
Looking out from the comfort of my lounge armchair, I have seen 

a young muntjac, close beside its mother. Another time, an 

inquisitive fox came and stood looking at me through my patio 

window ð heõll be back later in this report. 

Through that same window, today, I looked at the unusual sight 

of two greater spotted woodpeckers clinging to the tube of 

peanuts on the birdfeeder. There was an even more startling 

spectacle in the yard beyond; a muntjac deer had its nose down, 

peering curiously at two cock pheasants fighting each other. 

When we first moved to Cottesbrooke, a badger ran across my 

front doorstep when I opened the door, giving me a real fright. 

That same spot is now home to two stray cats who curl up and 

sleep there.  

Recently, the last of six full-grown white ducks, raised with 

tender loving care from incubated eggs, was snatched from the 

farm by the local fox ð I wonder if it was the one watching me 

through the window. 

So, from the greater spotted woodpeckerõs spot ð and mine! ð 

enjoy this beautiful spring and summer. I hope it is just right for 

you. 

Keep up that patience and perseverance and God bless you. 

Chris Utley 

 

Over Ã500 raised for Marie Curie at 

Open Gardens in Cottesbrooke 
I would like to thank everyone who donated monies at the Hosta 

Plant Sale on Sunday 8th June at the Open Gardens. Everyone 

was very generous and a total of just over Ã500 was raised for 

Marie Curie in memory of Yvonne Daw who died in 2023 from 

pancreatic cancer. She was an avid Hosta collector with over 380 

different varieties of Hostas going up for sale. Thank you again. 

Derek Daw and family 

 

VILLAGE HALL 
Village Summer Party  

A great afternoon was had by all that attended the village 

summer party on 6th July. Despite it being the first day in almost 

9 weeks that it rained we still enjoyed getting together in the 

village hall to catch up, play games, listen to music and enjoy great 

food together. 

A special thanks to Sally & Alan from Creaton Cuisine who 

provided us all with delicious pork rolls, roasted veggies and 

salads to keep us fuelled up for an afternoon of fun.  

 

Cottesbrooke Open Gardens  

In early June we had a beautiful day for the village open gardens, 

with 7 gardens open throughout the village raising money for the 

Church. We welcomed visitors from far and wide who enjoyed 

cakes and refreshments in the village hall.  

A big thank you to those who opened their gardens and gave 

their time to help on the day with car parking, serving tea and 

cakes, washing up and taking money on the door. 

 

Produce Market  

Our Produce Market on 30th August is not to be missed! If 

you love fresh, local food, this is the place to be. Youõll find 

everything from seasonal fruits and veggies to homemade 

goodies. Itõs a great way to stock up on delicious, locally-grown 

produce, and support our farmers and producers. Plus, it's 

always a lovely day out with lots of smiles and friendly faces. 

(See advert on next page.) 

 

Soundbath  

After a relaxing Summer Solstice evening, the Soundbaths will 

resume again on Thursday, 25th September , at 7pm in the 

Village Hall. For more details and to book a place, email Sally 

on sallyfordy@hotmail.com 

 

Coffee Mornings 
Our next residents coffee morning is on Saturday 2nd August 

10-12. If you would like to host a coffee morning please contact 

Holly on 07493165731.  

mailto:sallyfordy@hotmail.com
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 
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 CREATON NEWS 
Creaton Singers 
Creaton Singers were delighted to perform twice at Creaton in 

Bloom and were very pleased to receive so many favourable 

comments afterwards about the quality of singing and the variety 

of songs. We hope you enjoyed the performances as much as we 

did singing for you. 

Attention has now turned to learning new songs for the concert 

on Sunday 5th October at 2:30pm in the URC, Creaton High 

Street, in aid of HFT, a charity that helps adults with learning 

difficulties to lead lives that we take for granted. Ollie Perrins-May 

is running the Athens marathon in aid of this charity. Tickets, 

which are available from Creaton Village Shop, cost Ã7 each and 

include delicious home-made cake and a hot drink. Please come 

and support this very worthy cause as well as your local singing 

group. 

If you think you might be interested in joining the Creaton 

Singers, why not come along on a Tuesday evening from 7:30pm 

to 9pm in the URC, for a trial session. You will be made very 

welcome. 

 

Creaton WI 
Strange as it feels in the midst of a heatwave, we 

are now planning our autumn and winter 

meetings! From October to March our meetings 

will be held in the afternoon, which we hope will be a more 

accessible time, rather than going out in the dark, cold wintery 

evenings. The programme for the next 3 months is below, please 

do come along to any of the talks, all held in the United Reformed 

Church: 

September 10th (7.30 p.m .) a light-hearted look at the 

history of fashion òFrom Crinolines to Tracksuitsó with 

Patricia Heed. 

October 8th (2.30 p.m.) òThe Repair Shop and Meó with 

WI member and popular speaker, Christine Farmer.  An 

interesting insight, perfect for fans of the television 

programme. 

November 12th (2.30 p.m. )  Jo Parish from Past Alive 

reveals the secrets of òQueen Victoriaõs Wardrobeó 

from the Royal drawers up! 

For more information, please contact President, Daphne Clark, 

01604 505546 or email wicreaton@gmail.com. 

 

CREATON PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION 
The playing field continues to benefit from the dedication of our 

hard-working volunteers. Recently, the border surrounding the 

play area was replaced, and the posts around Tellytubby Hill have 

been carefully chamfered and sanded for improved safety and 

appearance. Weõre also hopeful that new play equipment will be 

added to further enhance the space. 

 

AGM  

The AGM was held on 28 May 2025 and was well attended. Rod 

Goldberg has been re-elected as Chair, Mark Woollven as 

Treasurer, Ian Watson as Field Manager and Kate Tyrrell as 

Secretary. Dorian Sanchez continues to serve the Association. 

We extend our thanks to all outgoing and continuing officers for 

their commitment and service. In particular, we wish to 

acknowledge Sue Martins, who stepped down this year after many 

years of dedicated support. Thank you, Sue! 

 

Curry Night  

After previous yearsõ success, another Curry Night will be held at 

The Jomidar Lounge in September. Please look out for further 

details closer to the time. 

 

Creaton in Bloom  

Our thanks go to Creaton in Bloom for their generous donation. 

 

Walking Group  
The June walk coincided with the glorious 

weather and 11 walkers and 2 dogs set 

out for a 9+ mile walk from Sywell over 

the fields to Mears Ashby and towards 

Hardwick before returning to the Horseshoe pub in Sywell for 

some much needed refreshments. It was good to welcome a new 

walker along with many regulars. The countryside was blooming 

with the corn and oats growing rapidly, lambs still with their 

mothers and the odd hare bounding around. 

In July the walk started and ended in Ravensthorpe, so that after a 

3 hour walk to West Haddon and Coton, the walkers were able 

to find sustenance at the Ravensthorpe Beer Festival! A lovely, 

local festival with much fun had by all! 

If you enjoy walking, come and join this friendly group who walk 

on the second Saturday of the month for about 3.5 hours 

followed by an optional pub lunch. Meet at Creaton lychgate at 

10am. Bring walking boots and water. 

Next walks are on: 

Saturday 9th August 

Saturday 13th September 

 

St Michael and All Angels 
Creaton PCC is delighted to tell you that our beautiful Victorian 

pipe organ has now been fully restored by Cousans Organs Ltd 

and has been reassembled in the organ chamber. It was played for 

the first time since restoration at a Confirmation Service in June 

taken by Bishop John, and sounded magnificent. We are 

extremely grateful to the trustees of the Dennis Yardy Charitable 

Trust for paying for the full cost of the organ restoration. This 

was only possible because of their most generous grant. 

We are also very pleased with the refurbishment of the belfry 

which is now complete. The ringing chamber has a completely 

new floor finished with lovely oak floor boards, and the oak and 

heritage glass half screen has been erected and looks super. The 

local bell ringing team and also visiting teams have enjoyed ringing 

our bells in the refurbished tower. 

Do call into the Church, which is open every day, to admire the 

changes we have made to make the Church a more comfortable 

and welcoming space for worshippers and also for social events. 

mailto:wicreaton@gmail.com
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 CREATON NEWS  

Weõre delighted to see Highgate House in Creaton come to life 

again. Officially opened in July last year, this splendid 17th-century 

manor is now a Christian conference venue owned and run by us 

at Christian Conference Trust. We already look after two other 

long-standing centres, The Hayes in Derbyshire and High Leigh in 

Hertfordshire, both of which have welcomed guests for over a 

century. 

Its history is equally captivating. The house dates back to 1663, 

built on the site of an old inn just three miles from where a Civil 

War battle once took place. In those early days, it served both as 

a farmstead and as an inn, offering hospitality to weary travellers. 

When the turnpike improved in 1721, Highgate House flourished 

as a coaching station where visitors could rest, dine and stable 

their horses. Later, in 1785, Reverend Thomas Jones made the 

house his home and founded Northamptonshireõs very first 

Sunday school, as well as charitable initiatives for clothing and 

food to support those in need. Over the years, successive owners 

have extended and modernised the property. Lieutenant Colonel 

Charles Eyre-Coote made significant alterations in the early 

1900s, and more recently the Chudley family established it as a 

hotel and conference venue. 

Fast forward to today, and Highgate House is equipped to meet 

the needs of modern Christian gatherings. We offer 16 dedicated 

conferencing spaces to accommodate groups of varying sizes, all 

fully catered, and 82 ensuite bedrooms that combine comfort 

with character. Whether itõs a weekend church retreat or a larger 

denominational conference, Highgate House provides a warm, 

welcoming setting in which to grow in faith together. 

For village residents, Highgate House is more than just a venue; 

itõs an opportunity. Weõre keen to welcome warm, caring and 

positive individuals to join our team across a range of roles. From 

casual food and beverage assistants, night porters and kitchen 

hands to housekeepers and receptionists, we frequently advertise 

vacancies. These roles offer flexible hours, making them ideal for 

students, parents or anyone seeking part-time or full-time work. If 

youõve ever fancied working in a beautiful historic building 

surrounded by rolling Northamptonshire countryside, now is a 

marvellous time to get in touch. 

So, whether youõre searching for a fresh role or your church is in 

need of a friendly venue with character, Highgate House is ready 

and waiting.  

For more information visit: cct.org.uk/highgate-house 

Highgate House Reopens: A historic venue for faith and community 

History notes 
Thank you to those of you 

who provided names for 

the little group  shown in 

VL129 enjoying themselves 

at the evening entertain-

ment at the 1977 Silver 

Jubilee celebrations. From 

left to right, May (?), Betty 

Mynard, Charles Mynard, 

and Grace Dunkley. 

The photograph this time (right) is from the collection of Bob & 

Rosie Farmer, again from the Silver Jubilee of 1977. A group of 

children possibly waiting for an event to start? You might need 

your magnifying glass for this one! You will find these pictures and 

more on the website: creatonheritage.wordpress.com 

FOSM History 
Members of the History Group spent a warm and enjoyable 

evening on a guided tour of  the gardens at Canons Ashby. The 

trip came after a talk in the 24/25 lecture series about the history 

and renovation of the gardens and it was good to follow it up 

with a visit.  

The next season of the History Group starts on September 19th. 


