
   

 

Issue 129 June-July 2025 

Local news from Cold Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton & Thornby 

w w w . v i l l a g e l i n k . o r g . u k 

Inside this issue: 

Copy deadline for the August/September edition:- Wednesday 2nd July 

VE Day continued P3 

Cold Ashby P4-6 

Cottesbrooke P7-8 

Creaton  P9-12 

Guilsborough  P13-16 

Hollowell & Teeton P17-18 

Thornby P19 

Church   P21-22 

RDA, SSPPG & The Park 

Bench 

P24 

Long Buckby Library 

Events 

P16 

JUNE: WHATõS ON 
See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

1st Creaton in Bloom 

7th Hollowell Pub and Skittles night 

8th Cottesbrooke Village Gardens Open 

11th Creaton WIñPerfumery 

12th Guilsborough Friends 

14th Creaton Walkers 

19th Cottesbrooke Sound Bath 

21st Open Morning, Hollowell Sailing Club 

21st Guilsborough Village Clean Up 

27th Hopewell Coffee Morning, Hõwell 

28th & 1st JulyñAdult Learn to Sail at 

Hollowell. 

28th Creaton Quiz Night 

See back page for July Whatõs On and 

regular events!  

PAST & PRESENT ON PARADE 
The 80th Anniversary of VE Day, organised by the local 

branch of the RBL was held in Guilsborough Village Hall 

on 8th May and was supported by over 100 people. 

Entertainment was provided by GMADS which included 

several Churchillian moments. Live 1940's music was 

provided by Jim Carroll and included a singalong of 

popular wartime songs. Memories of VE day were shared 

by three locals, Ann Moss, Pauline Boyes and Pam Cook. 

A 13-page booklet covering Guilsborough during the war 

years is available from David O'Neil. More photos on 

page 3. Pictured top right: GMADS recreation of the 

BBC announcements beginning with the declaration of 

war, significant events during the war and Churchill's 

declaration of the end of the war. Pictured below left: 

Pam Townsend as a roving reporter interviewing three 

women in the audience who remember VE Day. Ann 

Moss (pictured speaking to Pam Townsend) was there at 

Buckingham Palace and was among those who climbed 

the Victoria Memorial (b/w photo courtesy of the 

National WW2 Museum). 

Congratulations to Ron Boyes of 

Church Mount, Guilsborough, who 

celebrated his 100th birthday on 1st 

April 2025. Read his story on page 15. 

 COTTESBROOKE 

VILLAGE GARDENS  

SUNDAY 8TH JUNE 
2.00 ς 5.00pm 

 
 

6 GARDENS OPEN 
TEAS IN VILLAGE HALL                       FREE CAR PARKING 

 

Admission £5 pp (accompanied under 12s free) 
In Aid of All Saints Church 

Cottesbrooke 
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 VILLAGE LINK   

is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  07920 107903  

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Liz Sibbald 07360 778276   

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666 

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Sarah 

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft, 

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB 

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20.   

Two or more insertions: full page 

Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page Ã30, 

eighth page Ã15.   All prices are per 

insertion.  Colour available in some 

issues, price on application.  Private 

ads are also welcome. Back page 

õlineageõ cost Ã1.50 per line.  Please 

contact Sarah Dalzell to book 

advertising or email. 

advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 

ññññññññññññ 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE AUGUST 

& SEPTEMBER EDITION:  

Wednesday 2nd July 

 ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

 

VE DAY COMMEMORATIONS   
Left top: Frank Letts handing over the British 

Legion Standard to Tony Letts after over 20 

years of service. Whilst they have the same 

surname they are not related. Tony Letts' 

father Rio Letts was the Standard Bearer be-

fore Frank Letts. 

Left centre: Singers Jim Carroll and friend 

leading the sing song of favourite wartime 

songs including of course: òThereõll be blue-

birds over, the white cliffs of Doveró and, 

òWeõll meet againó. 

Below right: Nationally, church bells were 

rung at 6.30pm to commemorate the 80th 

anniversary of VE Day. Merrick, Julie and the 

gang rang them in Guilsborough before our 

village hall celebration. 

Guilsborough Academy Celebrates Careers and  

Wellbeing Achievements  

Guilsborough Academy is proud to have been awarded the prestigious Quality in Careers 

Standard, recognising its outstanding careers education and guidance for students. This 

national accreditation confirms the Academyõs strong progress towards fully meeting the 

Gatsby Benchmarks, with personalised career coaching, work experience opportunities, and 

dedicated resources for both students and 

parents/carers. 

In addition, the Academy has received the 

West Northampton Councilõs Healthy 

Schools Silver Award in recognition of its 

commitment to student wellbeing. This 

reflects ongoing efforts to promote healthy 

lifestyles, emotional resilience, and a 

supportive school environment. 

These accolades highlight Guilsborough 

Academyõs dedication to preparing students 

not just academically, but also for life beyond 

school.  
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL 

Social evenings, Sunday Caf® and Afternoon Tea 

We have had a busy couple of months at the Memorial Hall and weõd like to thank everyone for their support at our regular 

social evenings and Sunday Caf®. It has been great to see everyone enjoying themselves and both have such a community feel 

about them and itõs lovely to have so many visitors from outside the village join us too. Your support is very much appreciated. 

Our first Afternoon Tea, back in March, was a lovely occasion and we are grateful to those who joined us and gave such glowing 

feedback. A huge thank you to Mandy Carson and Gemma Sellers for preparing the tea, it was very much enjoyed by all. Thanks 

also to Fiona Gunn-Stokes, Carole Oliver and Julie Webb for their help at all the events. 

Quiz night  

A super night was had by all who joined us for our Quiz night back in April. It was a 

brilliant quiz, and the scores were very close but eventually òWe missed the plug!ó 

team were crowned champions. Huge thanks go to Pete Walton who designed and 

delivered the Quiz. Special thanks as well go to Gemma Sellers and Mandy Carson 

for cooking and serving the food. Thanks to everyone who joined us. 

 

Skittles presentations  

Cold Ashby Skittles team was delighted to be chosen to host the finals and 

presentation nights for both the Welford and District and the Pytchley League skittles. It was fantastic to have so many people 

join us, and two very good evenings were enjoyed by all that attended. The team enjoyed playing in both leagues and look 

forward to the Summer season ahead, where we will have two village teams playing out of The Memorial Hall. Thank you to Rod 

Bailey for his help in manning the bar. 

 

NEWS FROM ST DENYS 
Palm Sunday  

It was a joy to see so many joining us for our Palm Sunday Service at St 

Denys Church, complete with a visit from Zebedee the donkey. Thank 

you to all that attended. 

 
Open Gardens  

Our Open Gardens in aid of St Denys Church is Sunday 20th July. 

Please see our advert on page 5 for more details about the 

event.  

 

 

FAREWELL TO GLENIS AND RITA 
This Spring we said farewell to two of our long-standing village 

residents, Glenis Hesk and Rita Lomas. They both had a career 

in education as school teachers and taught many 

Northamptonshire students throughout their long careers - all 

of whom are very grateful for the skills and knowledge that they 

imparted to them. Rita was also church warden and a member 

of St Denys PCC for many years and was a regular church 

attender. Both of them were very active in their support for 

village events and village life and will be very much missed by our 

community.  

 

Glenis Hesk Rita Lomas 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall  
 

Sunday Cafe  
Join us for breakfast between 

09:30-12pm 
Sunday 22nd June 
Saturday 19th July 

Bacon, sausage, egg rolls, 
toasties and cakes available to 

eat in or takeaway 

      Cold Ashby Memorial Hall   
                   Presents  

Saturday 28th June @7:30pm 
An evening when we celebrate all things 
from 1970õs with our resident DJ and  

comp¯re Dave Harris 
Fancy dress encouraged  
70õs tabletop quiz 

Raffle 
Buffet Supper available to pre-order @ Ã6 

  Cold Ashby Memorial Hall   
                 Presents  

Everyone is welcome to join us from 
7:30pm on : 

Saturday 7th June  
and 

Saturday 12th July  
Come along and enjoy a drink, a chat 

or a game of pool, darts 
or skittles. 

Cold Ashby Open Gardens 

Sunday July 20th 1-6pm 

In aid of St Denys Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A variety of wonderful gardens 

Photography exhibition & sale by Fiona 
Gunn-Stokes (FGS photography) 
Plant and Vegetable stall 

Bric-a-brac and bottle tombola stalls 
Cake and Pimms Stall  

Tea, coffee, cakes and toilets  
at the Village Hall 

Free parking - Sat Nav NN6 6EL 
Admission Ã6    ( Under 12 free ) 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 
COLD ASHBY EVENTS FOR JUNE AND JULY 

Everyone is welcome to join us for the following events and residentsõ support will ensure that we are able to keep these 

important village facilities open and provide opportunities for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and 

skittle teams going. 

Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion. Bar open.  

Date Event Place Details 

Sat 7th June Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm (see poster) 

Wed 11th June Skittles CAB v KA Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 18th June Skittles CAA v BH Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 22nd June Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall From 9:30- 12:00 

Sat 28th June 70õs Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm (see poster) 

Wed 2nd July Skittles CAA v CSB Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 9th July Skittles CAB v BH Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 12th July Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 16th July Skittles CAA v CAB Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 19th July Saturday Cafe Memorial Hall From 9:30-12:00 

Sun 20th July Cold Ashby Open Gardens Memorial Hall From 1-6pm 
(see poster) 

Wed 30th July Skittles CAA v LBRC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 
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Spring Clean Thank You! 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who 

came out to help clean and refresh our beloved Village Hall. It was 

truly inspiring to see so many members of our community come 

together with rakes, mops, and smiles to lend a hand. 

Thanks to your hard work, the hall looks better than ever, ready 

to host events, meetings, and celebrations in a welcoming, clean 

space. From sweeping floors and scrubbing windows to cleaning 

the play equipment, removing the leaves and moss, an amazing 

kitchen revival, and so much more, every task completed made a 

big difference. 

Your time and effort reflect the strong spirit of cooperation and 

care that defines our village. We are lucky to be part of such a 

thoughtful and dedicated community. Whether you stayed for an 

hour or all day, your contribution was valued and appreciated. 

 

 

EXCITING VILLAGE EVENTS COMING UP  

Summer is nearly finally here, and weõve got some fantastic events 

lined up that weõre sure youõll love. Whether you're after a fun 

afternoon with friends, a chance to unwind, or just want to enjoy 

some delicious local produce, thereõs something for everyone. 

Hereõs a quick look at whatõs coming up in the next few months: 

Village Summer Party  

Mark your calendars for the Village Summer Party on 6th July 

from 2-4 pm! This will be an afternoon of fun, laughter, and 

community spirit. There will be games, music, and plenty of 

delicious treats to enjoy. It's the perfect chance to catch up with 

old friends, meet new neighbours, and just enjoy a great time with 

everyone in the village. Bring the whole family! 

Produce Market  

Our Produce Market on 30th August is not to be missed! If you 

love fresh, local food, this is the place to be. Youõll find everything 

from seasonal fruits and veggies to homemade goodies. Itõs a great 

way to stock up on delicious, locally-grown produce, and support 

our villageõs farmers and producers. Plus, it's always a lovely day 

out with lots of smiles and friendly faces. 

 

Harvest Supper  

As the harvest season rolls in, weõll be celebrating with a cozy 

Harvest Supper in September (date to be confirmed soon!). Itõll 

be a wonderful evening filled with locally-sourced food, great 

company, and all the warmth of the season. Keep an eye out for 

more details ð we promise it will be an evening to remember. 

Gospel Choir  

Looking for a little soul-stirring music? Come and see a local 

Gospel Choir perform, date tbc, itõs going to be amazing! Expect 

powerful, uplifting tunes that will fill you with joy and energy. 

Weõll share more details soon, but trust us, you wonõt want to 

miss it! 

Sound Bath Sessions 

If youõre looking to relax and recharge, our Sound Bath sessions 

are just what you need. These calming sessions will help you 

unwind and find a peaceful moment for yourself. The dates are 

19th June, 31st July, and 28th August ð so pick one (or more!) and 

come enjoy the soothing sounds that will leave you feeling 

refreshed and relaxed. 

Thereõs so much fun ahead, and we canõt wait to see you at these 

events! Itõs a wonderful time of year to come together as a 

community, so donõt forget to save the dates. See you soon! 
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