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WHATõS ON 
 

APRIL  

See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

9th Creaton WI 

10th Guilsborough Friends 

11th Pop Up Pub Guilsborough 

12th Lent Lunch Hollowell 

12th Coffee Morning, Cottesbrooke 

12th Creaton Walkers 

12th History Group Cake & Coffee, 

Creaton 

17th History Group, Creaton 

18th Good Friday MMM Guilsborough 

24th Sound Bath Cottesbrooke 

26th Big Breakfast Hollowell 

MAY  

See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

3rd Coffee Morning, Cottesbrooke 

3-4th Adult learn to Sail at Hollowell 

Sailing Club 

10th Open Morning at Hollowell Sailing 

Club 

10th Creaton Walkers 

17-18th Junior Start Sailing at Hollowell 

Sailing Club 

AND REGULARLY ...  

Monday mornings MMM, evenings 

Knitwits Guilsborough; Tuesday evenings, 

Creaton Singers; Thursday mornings 

indoor bowls, Creaton; Sunday am and 

Tuesday pm, Tennis Guilsborough; 

Thursday evenings, Badminton 

Guilsborough and Nia Guilsborough.  

Sunday am Soul Yoga, Cottesbrooke 

 Cottesbrooke Hall: Sunday 27th 

April  

 Guilsborough: Sunday May 4th  

 Ravensthorpe Nursery: Friday 9th 

to Sunday 11th May  

 East Haddon: Monday 26th May  

 Creaton: Sunday 1st June  

On Saturday 22nd March Saxon Spires and Dr Susie Northover 

encouraged people in our communities to take part a special 

Brixworth Park Walk, Run and Roll to raise funds for Cancer 

Research. The event took place after this issue had gone to print, 

but they are still fundraising and hereõs why.   

òThose that know me will know that I am passionate about 

walking. Walking for health. Walking for wellbeing. Walking 

for mindfulness. Walking for transport (!) I am determined to 

get more people out there seeing the benefits!  

In June 2024, I was forced to retire due to ill health when I 

was diagnosed with a rare and incurable brain tumour known 

as glioblastoma. There are very limited treatment options for 

this type of cancer and treatment has not changed in decades. 

In recent years however, Cancer Research UK have been 

funding some trials in to the use of immunotherapy drugs for 

glioblastoma, and the genetics involved in these types of 

tumour. For me personally, this research is critical, as I have 

one of the specific gene mutations being studied, as well as 

two other mutations potentially passed on within my family 

which may well also prove to be relevant as the research 

continues. The ongoing research could make a direct 

difference for my family as well as myself.ó Susie 

Already over Ã1,700 

has been raised  é 

but donations continue 

to be accepted. Scan 

the QR code below to 

find the Just Giving 

Fundraising Page and 

the full version of 

Susieõs story. 

SAXON SPIRES WITH DR SUSIE NORTHOVER ARE 

RAISING VITAL FUNDS FOR CANCER RESEARCH  

SPRING GARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY 

The National Garden Scheme raises millions annually by opening gardens for charity. In 

2024 it donated a record Ã3,501,227. Since its inception in 1927, the scheme has raised 

over Ã67 million, supporting health charities and community projects through garden ad-

missions and fundraising events. Not all garden openings in our communities are part of the 

NGS scheme, but they all play a vital role in supporting churches or community projects. 
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 VILLAGE LINK   

is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  07920 107903  

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Liz Sibbald 07360 778276   

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666 

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Sarah 

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft, 

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB 

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20.   

Two or more insertions: full page 

Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page Ã30, 

eighth page Ã15.   All prices are per 

insertion.  Colour available in some 

issues, price on application.  Private 

ads are also welcome. Back page 

õlineageõ cost Ã1.50 per line.  Please 

contact Sarah Dalzell to book 

advertising or email. 

advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 

ññññññññññññ 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE/

JULY EDITION:  

Monday 5th May  

 ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

 

BIRDING NOTES 

The morning of Wednesday January 

29th began with clear skies and 

early sunshine: both very welcome 

after what had felt like a largely grey 

and dismal winter. Iõd almost 

completed a clockwise lap of 

Ravensthorpe Reservoir and was 

walking across the causeway towards Coton when I spotted two dazzlingly white shapes 

through the low hedge to my left. Scanning through a gap with binoculars I was greeted with 

the unmistakeable sight of two drake Smew. 

The Smew is a member of the sawbill family of diving ducks, named for the serrated teeth 

with which they grip their fish and aquatic-insect prey. As is often the case with wildfowl, 

adult male and female plumages are very different. Females are largely grey overall, with a 

white chin and cheek and a dark red/brown crown, nape and forehead. Juvenile males are 

very similar to adult females: both are informally referred to as ôredheadsõ. Adult males on 

the other hand are strikingly white overall, sharply marked with neat black lines and black 

panels on the wings, with grey vermiculated flanks and a black eyemask, all topped off with a 

white crest with black sides at the rear which meet in a ôVõ at the back of the head. At 

distance, drakes can be mistaken for gulls; they are also rather small and can be surprisingly 

hard to spot against the water in certain light conditions. 

In the British Isles Smew are annual winter visitors, usually in small numbers, prone to 

seasonal movements as they are driven from their ice-bound breeding areas in Scandinavia 

and Russia. Milder winters appear to be reducing this tendency, one reason perhaps that 

Smew are increasingly scarce visitors to our county. At their breeding grounds, Smew 

frequent tree-lined lakes and slow-flowing rivers, nesting in holes in trees. Wintering birds 

often also favour tree-lined bodies of water: Ravensthorpe has over the years been a reliable 

site, along with the northern arms of Pitsford Reservoir. 

While wintering Smew may linger for several weeks at favoured sites, recent local records 

have often involved short-staying birds. That proved to be the case with these two: they 

stuck around long enough to delight local birders throughout the day, giving close views in 

continued bright sunshine, but by the afternoon they had split up and - apart from a brief 

view of a single bird two days later - they were not seen again. 

One of the local-patch highlights of this winter: any sighting of a drake Smew is always 

welcome; and to see these two at close proximity in fine weather was something really 

special. 

Special Sawbill at 

Ravensthorpe  

Reservoir 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL  

Curry & Bingo Night  

Thank you to everyone who joined us at the end of January for our Curry & 

Bingo night. Special thanks to Gemma Sellers and Mandy Carson for making 

the curries and to Dave Harris for calling the all-important numbers. It was a 

great evening, and we are grateful for the large turnout of support. It was 

lovely to have some new visitors to the hall and we look forward to seeing 

them again.  

Skittles Knockout Championship  

A fantastic evening was had by all who attended our 2025 

Skittles knockout Championship.  32 people took part until 

Emma Oliver saw off all the competition and became 

champion.  Congratulations to Emma and to everyone else 

who entered and made it such a fun occasion. Thank you to 

Mandy Carson and Gemma Sellers for making the Lasagnas 

and to Fiona Gunn-Stokes for organising the tournament. 

Cold Ashby Archive  

The trustees of the Memorial Hall are collecting old village 

news cuttings, photos and any other memorabilia from Cold 

Ashby days gone by. If you have anything that we could have 

or re-photograph for the archive, please let Fiona or Mandy 

know. We will be holding a Heritage Open Day on Saturday 

August 30th so villagers can come and view our collection. 

More details about this will follow in future editions, but in 

the meantime please have a look in cupboards and drawers 

for anything that you may have that is interesting about our 

village history. 

Sunday Caf® 

We were delighted to welcome Julie Grey from East 

Midlands Air Ambulance to our Sunday Caf® in March. Julie 

came to collect Ã700 that we made in memory of Chris and 

Darren Sellers at our Race Night in November. Thanks to 

everyone who came along to present the donation. 

Number 59 bus  

Just a reminder that 

our twice weekly bus 

service is still in 

operation thanks to 

our Parish Council. 

The number 59 

service runs to Market 

Harborough on 

Tuesday and Friday 

from the phone box at 

10.00am and leaves 

from the bus station at 

12.45. A single fare 

costs just Ã2.50 and 

concessions with bus 

passes are free. Thank 

you to all who 

regularly use this vital 

service. 

Safari Supper 

Thank you to all who joined the Safari Supper in 

February, a lovely evening was had by all and raised 

some much-needed funds for the church, the 

Memorial Hall and CAPFA. 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

                   

Cordially invite you to an evening of Musical 

Entertainment with the 

Kettering Town Silver Band  

 
Saturday 17 th  May 2025 at 7:30pm  

Tickets Ã10 (includes Wine & Nibbles) 

from Debbie 07794 179443 

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall  

presents:  

Cold Ashby Merry Comrades May Day 

Reunion and Tea  

Saturday 24th May @ 5PM 

Maypole dancing and tea included for 

Ã5 

Please see Mandy or Fiona to book  

Cold Ashby Memorial presents 

Join us for a fabulous, fun evening 
comp¯red by our very own Peter Walton 

Saturday 12th April @ 8pm 
 

Maximum of 6 players per team. 
(you can join a team on night if you 

havenõt one) 
Hot Dogs or Burgers, onion rings & salad 
available to preorder @ Ã5 served at 

7:30pm 
 

Free entry, but all teams please 
donate a raffle prize 

 

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall  
Sunday Cafe  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us for breakfast between 
09:30-12pm 

Sunday 6th April 
Sunday 4th May 

Bacon, Sausage, Egg rolls, 
Toasties and cakes available to eat in 

or takeaway 

St Denys   

Church, 

Cold Ashby 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 
COLD ASHBY EVENTS FOR APRIL AND MAY 

Everyone is welcome to join us for the following events and residentsõ support will ensure that we are able to keep these 

important village facilities open and provide opportunities for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and 

skittle teams going. 

Date Event Place Details 

Sun 6th April Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Sat 12th April Quiz Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 
(see poster) 

Tues 22nd April Film Night Pavilion From 7:30pm 
Ã5 for cheese & wine 

Sat 26th April Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 4th May Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Sat 10th May Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 17th May Kettering Town Silver 

Band 

St Denys Church From 7:30pm 
(see poster) 

Sat 24th May May Day Reunion Tea Memorial Hall From 5pm 
(see poster) 

Tues 27th May Film Night Pavilion From 7:30pm 
Ã5 for cheese & wine 

Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion. Bar open. Skittles at Memorial 

Hall re -starts on Wednesdays in mid -May. 
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

A Fun-Filled Evening in the Village 

with Bangers and Mash 
On a chilly February evening, our village came alive with a 

heartwarming community event that brought everyone togeth-

er for a delicious evening of bangers and mash, topped off with 

laughter, great company, and a bit of friendly competition! 

The night kicked off with a true village effort - Sally, Joey, 

Sandy, Ross, and Glenys had all pitched in to prepare much of 

the meal at home before finishing up the final touches at the 

village hall. It was a lovely display of teamwork, with the aroma 

of sizzling sausages and creamy mashed potatoes filling the air, 

as everyone gathered in the hall to enjoy the fruits of their 

labour. 

As the plates were filled with hearty bangers, peas and creamy 

mash, the mood was light and filled with laughter. People 

swapped stories, shared jokes, and dug in with smiles all 

around. The atmosphere was cozy and welcoming, a perfect 

reflection of the spirit of our village. 

But the fun didnõt stop at the dinner table! Glenys, put together 

a fun quiz that had everyone engaged and laughing in no time. 

Friendly competition filled the air, with everyone eager to an-

swer (or sometimes just to make the others laugh with their 

guesses!). 

By the end of the evening, everyone left with full stomachs, 

happy hearts, and memories of a wonderful time spent togeth-

er. It was a reminder of the simple pleasuresñgood food, great 

company, and the joy of being part of a close-knit community. 

If you missed out on this event, donõt worry! There will surely 

be more fun nights like this in the future. Until then, weõll be 

dreaming of those delicious bangers and mash! 
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Dawn Mallard Hairdressing 
 

17 Brixworth Road Spratton NN6 8HH 

01604 847260 

Stylists for Ladies, Gents, Students & 
Juniors 

Visit us for friendly and professional hair 
care. 

We have extensive experience  

in cutting, clipper cutting and razor cutting,  

colouring foils, colour weaves, balayage, 

 blow drying, traditional perming and setting 

Great hair-up doõs for weddings, proms and 
special occasions 

We are working with Olaplex, a 
revolutionary upgrade service for hair 

colouring 

Competitive prices, with concessions 

 for seniors, students and juniors 

Free Consultations  

Complimentary Tea and Coffee 

8.30 ð 6.00pm (1.00pm Saturdays) 

COTTESBROOKE NEWS 
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 CREATON NEWS 

Creaton Walkers 
Despite the rain the Creaton Walking 

Group have managed to stay dry on their 

walks, well, it hasn't rained, but the 

ground has certainly been sodden and 

slippery! 

The February walk was over the fields from East Haddon to  

Althorp and Holdenby and the group were delighted to welcome 

2 new walkers and to have 3 very well-behaved dogs out with 

them. The food at the Red Lion afterwards was very welcome. 

In March the group met again at the Red Lion, but this time in 

Thornby and walked to West Haddon, Coton and Guilsborough 

before returning to enjoy the delights of Thornby's lovely pub. 

Walks are about 8 miles in length mainly over fields, so if you 

enjoy rambling across beautiful Northamptonshire come and join 

the group on the second Saturday of each month. We meet at 

Creaton lychgate at 10am. 

Next walks are on: 

Saturday 12th April 

Saturday 10th May 

 

Creaton Singers 
The new year has been all change for the Creaton Singers with 

the arrival of their new musical director Jamie Milburn. The prac-

tices get off to an active start with entertaining warm up exercis-

es causing much hilarity. This is followed by learning new songs 

and ending with a relaxing 10 minutes of well-known numbers. 

The group have been delighted to welcome new singers who have 

joined, following a couple of taster sessions. 

Come and hear some of the new songs whilst enjoying a delicious 

cream tea at Creaton in Bloom on Sunday 1st June. Teas will be 

served in the URC and the Creaton Singers will be entertaining 

you at 2:30pm and again at 3:30pm 

 

Creaton WI 
We have some very interesting speakers 

booked for our forthcoming meetings, to 

which non-members are most welcome:  

 April 9th  Geoff Lambert will be  

accompanied by his medical detection dog to tell us all 

about these amazing, life-saving animals.   

 June 11th  Master Perfumer Beverley Bayne will speak on 

The Art of Perfumery. Beverley has worked on scents for 

famous brands including Penhaligonõs and Jasper Conran.  

 July 9th  the charity, SERV-OBN, will give an insight into 

the wonderful work of their volunteer motorcyclists who 

provide a rapid response, out-of-hours courier service of 

blood, and other urgently needed products, to hospitals in 

four local counties, including Northamptonshire.   

Meetings are in the United Reform Church starting at 7.30 p.m.  

For more information please contact President, Daphne Clark, 

01604 505546 or email wicreaton@gmail.com. 

 

St Michael and All Angels  

You may have noticed the huge pile of timber in the church yard! 

The builders working in the tower discovered that the floor-

boards and joists in the tower floor were in a very poor state and 

so have removed them. A new floor will be built with oak floor 

boards, and this should last for many decades. 

The pine panels on the walls of the tower have also been re-

moved because they were badly damaged by damp. The architect 

has advised us leave exposed the lower part of the tower walls to 

allow the stone to breathe. The stonework will be cleaned and re

-pointed with lime mortar. Once this work is complete new oak 

cupboards will be installed and the oak and glass tower screen 

erected. 

The restoration work needed in the tower is much more exten-

sive than we had anticipated, and the PCC is extremely grateful 

to the Garfield Weston Foundation and the Bernard Sunley Foun-

dation for their grants towards this work; and to the late Simon 

Bown for his generous bequest to help us complete this project.  

The PCC apologises that we have to keep the church locked 

whilst the builders are working in the tower. 

 

The pipe organ has been dismantled and removed to the work-

shop of Cousans Organs Ltd for restoration. We are really look-

ing forward to hearing our restored organ played for our Easter 

services. 

The organ having been removed 

mailto:wicreaton@gmail.com
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 CREATON NEWS  

Over The Counter - at 

Creaton Village Shop 

Well, it has been a busy start to the year, 

what with Valentine's Day, St David's Day 

and Pancake Day all coming fairly quickly. 

No sooner has one celebration cleared 

the shelves, then the next one is ready to 

take over. And it is not just these ôbigõ 

events that we have to keep our eye on. If 

you have been following the Shop on 

Facebook you will see that we have been 

celebrating Volunteer Week featuring 

some of our excellent voluntary staff, as 

well as the start of Crufts, and National 

Cereal Day (and yes, it is apparently a 

thing). 

So, follow Creaton Village Shop on 

Facebook for inspirational ideas and 

impress your friends and family with a meal based on not-so-well-

known celebrations. For well-known however, Easter is approach-

ing fast. If you are looking for an Easter gift or want to cook 

something special, we can help. And have you tried the hot cross 

buns? They are delicious with butter or cheese. 

To add to the onward march of Spring, flowers return to the Shop, 

supplied by Sue McGlasson. As the Shop 

stands on Sueõs land, we must beat almost 

everybody for air miles for some of them! 

Volunteers  

Volunteer Week saw many of our 

volunteers photographed whilst working.  

John Palmer (left) is one of the longest 

serving and also organises the rota to 

ensure that there is someone behind the 

shop counter from 7:30am to 6pm Monday 

to Saturday, and 8am to midday on Sundays. 

It is fun and you get to work with some 

great people.   

Why not come for a taster session? You can 

ask anyone working in the shop for more 

details on how to become a volunteer.   

 

One of our younger helpers, Edie, gives us her view on volunteer-

ing: 

òHello - my name is Edie and I've been volunteering at Creaton 

Shop for just over a year. I started off volunteering for my Bronze 

Duke of Edinburgh Award and enjoyed it so much that I came 

back for my Silver. 

So, what do I actually do? 

Well, once a week, I do an early morning shift baking all the bread 

and pastries for our Bakery Section here at the shop. If I get a 

spare moment I also help to stock the shelves and tidy up the 

storeroom. 

What have I gained out of it? 

I have really benefited from my volunteering. I have gained lots of 

confidence from working with new people; improved my 

teamwork skills and gathered experience that will be very useful 

when I look for paid employment. 

What is working in the shop actually like? 

The atmosphere in the shop is very friendly and warm. The 

customers enjoy their shopping experience and are often found 

chatting with the till attendants. All of my fellow volunteers are 

very kind and made me feel welcome when I first started to 

volunteer. 

How do you get to become a volunteer?  

Whether you're doing your D of E like me or just looking for a 

way to help your community, Creaton Shop would love to have 

you. Just pop into the store and have a chat with one of our staff 

who will share everything you need to know about how to get 

started.  

We can't wait to welcome you to our team of volunteers!ó 

Why not come for a taster session? You can ask anyone working in 

the shop for more details on how to become a volunteer.   
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 CREATON NEWS 
Creaton URC 

You are warmly welcome to join us for our  

Sunday Worship and Junior Church. 

Sunday April   

6th  

11am 

Morning Worship Jon Heard 

13th  

11am 

Service with  

Communion for Palm 

Sunday 

Rev Geoff Townsend 

18th  

10am 

Worship for Good  

Friday 

Marion Heard 

20th  

11am 

Service with  

Communion for  

Easter Sunday 

Andrew Bodsworth 

27th  

11am 

Morning Worship Rev Geoff Townsend 

 May  

4th  

11am 

Morning Worship Jon Heard 

11th  

11am 

Morning Worship with 

Communion 

Rev Jay Phelps 

18th  

11am 

Morning Worship Rev Geoff Townsend 

25th  

11am 

Morning Worship Suzie James 

Poppies coffee shop is open every Wednesday and Friday 

from 10am to12 noon. You will be very welcome. 

Poppies will be closed on Friday April 18th   

Crib Nib 

 

HISTORY NOTES 
Friends of St Michael History Group  

April sees the last of the 24/25 season of Thursday evening talks. 

This final one, on April 17th, is entitled ôWhat have the Puritans 

ever done for us?õ by John Perkins. Planning is already under way 

for the new season which starts in September. 

 

Heritage Group  

Work on the history of the Church and Creaton continues apace. 

The Church has been closed for much of March due to the work 

going on in the tower but it has given some the opportunity to see 

parts of the building stripped back that may not have seen light of 

day for a good century and a half. 

For pictures and information look at the Creaton Heritage web 

pages: creatonheritage.wordpress.com. 

 

Creaton Old Pictures  

This Facebook group has photographs from different periods. An 

interesting pair of pictures were two of Creaton Cricket Club 

from the 1950s. Below one of them is reproduced. Can you add 

any names? Any match memories? 

 

Bottom row, l-r, 2nd is Eric Pember; 3rd John Pember;  

4th Alf Horne; 5th Frank Trussell.  

Middle row, far right, is John Wright. 


