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WHATõS ON 

 
FEBRUARY  

See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

6th Guilsborough Friends 

8th Creaton Walkers 

12th Creaton WI 

20th Creaton FOSM History Group 

28th Hollowell Hopewell Cafe 

 

 

MARCH  

See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

7th Lent Lunch Guilsborough 

8th Creaton Walkers 

13th Guilsborough Friends 

20th Creaton FOSM History Group 

20th - 22nd GMADS: Vice Versa 

28th Guilsborough Quiz 

28th Hollowell Hopewell Cafe 

 

AND REGULARLY ...  

Monday mornings MMM, evenings 

Knitwits Guilsborough; Tuesday evenings, 

Creaton Singers; Thursday mornings 

indoor bowls, Creaton; Sunday am and 

Tuesday pm, Tennis Guilsborough; 

Thursday evenings, Badminton 

Guilsborough and Nia Guilsborough.  

 

Centenary Celebrations!! 

Creaton resident Mary Abbott celebrated reaching 100 years old in December. Born in 

Flore on 21st December 1924, Mary lived there until getting married to Jim, whom she 

met at the local Saturday night dance. They then moved to Blakesley, living in a flat over 

the local butchers until moving back to a cottage in Flore. 

Mary says she loved driving around in her Lotus and Jaguar XK150 and had a job driving a 

van delivering medicines to Doctors and Chemists around Northamptonshire. Mary was 

also Akela to the Cubs in Flore for 10 years, and a brilliant seamstress and baker, even 

making her daughterõs wedding dress and cake. 

After her husband died Mary moved to Keelby 

near Immingham, Lincolnshire, where she lived 

for 20 years. There, Mary was President of the 

local WI for many years, and also ran a coffee 

shop in the local church. She says she also loved 

following the local hunt with her friends Joyce 

and Ab. 

Mary moved to Creaton on the 3rd May 2007 

where she loves her garden which she proudly 

opened for Creaton in Bloom. She was a 

member of the sewing group and the United 

Reform Church, often enjoying a bacon bap at 

Poppies.  

Mary would like to thank everyone for the 

wonderful cake, birthday cards and good wishes 

she has received and especially Margaret for 

making the special birthday cake. 

Mary has two children, Tim and Jacqui, four 

grandchildren and ten great grandchildren. 
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 VILLAGE LINK   

is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  07920 107903  

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Liz Sibbald 07360 778276   

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666 

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Sarah 

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft, 

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB 

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20.   

Two or more insertions: full page 

Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page Ã30, 

eighth page Ã15.   All prices are per 

insertion.  Colour available in some 

issues, price on application.  Private 

ads are also welcome. Back page 

õlineageõ cost Ã1.50 per line.  Please 

contact Sarah Dalzell to book 

advertising or email. 

advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 

ññññññññññññ 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL/

MAY EDITION:  

Tuesday 4th March  

 ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

 

 

BIRDING NOTES 
Unexpected Winter Visitor at Hollowell  
The last part of 2024 had been very quiet for me on the birding front, so I arrived at Hollow-

ell Reservoir on the afternoon of Saturday December 14th with fairly low expectations. As I 

approached the ôPointõ just north of the sailing club I was therefore surprised to flush a Bit-

tern from the waterlogged reedy margins. Close enough to hear the flap of its wings, the bird 

flew away across the reservoir towards the conifer plantation on the east bank and away out 

of sight into the winter gloom. I had my camera with me, but the surprising nature of the 

encounter meant I was slow to react and in the fading light I was unable to get a photo. 

As far as I am aware the only other record of a Bittern at Hollowell was in December 1983, 

seen by expert local birder Mark Piper. The only other Bittern that I personally have seen in 

the county away from the Nene Valley was one on the roadside between Coton Manor and 

Ravensthorpe Reservoir in December 2010 in a spell of very cold weather. Initially spotted 

pacing along the verge, it then stood motionless in its characteristic head-up ôbitterningõ pos-

ture, giving views at c2m range from the car window. 

Back to December 2024, I returned to Hollowell five days later, close to dusk as before, and 

the Bittern flew up again from exactly the same location. Although I hadnõt been expecting a 

repeat encounter, I was ready with the camera this time and as the bird flew away I managed 

to grab a few record shots, including the one you see here. 

 

The UK Bittern population has increased over the last 30 years or so, this is often viewed as 

a conservation success story as it seems to be largely due to creation and management of 

more extensive areas of suitable reedbed habitat. In Northants we have had in the last couple 

of years several records of male birds heard giving their territorial ôboomingõ call at various 

locations along the Nene Valley. It seems likely that they will breed before long in the county 

and may indeed already be doing so. In breeding locations and habitats Bitterns are highly 

secretive and very well camouflaged and are therefore usually hard to see. Away from these 

areas, Bitterns are scarce but increasing winter visitors, with our resident breeding popula-

tion augmented by birds visiting from mainland Europe. As shown with the Ravensthorpe 

bird mentioned above, in times of hard weather they can turn up in unexpected locations and 

smaller wetland sites. My recent sighting was not perhaps the national rarity that it would 

have been in 1983, but it was still noteworthy ð and a good reminder of a mantra I often try 

to keep in mind in lean birding times: òkeep going, something will turn up!ó 

Jon Cook, County Bird Recorder: http://joncookbirding.wordpress.com 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL 

Charity Race Night  

What a fantastic night we all had on Saturday 17th November at our Charity Race night in memory 

of Darren and Chris Sellers. Grateful thanks to Steve and Kenny Roper for being our excellent 

bookmakers and to Gemma Sellers and Mandy Carson for cooking up a lovely chilli.  

Thanks to everyone's generosity we raised an amazing Ã700 for Northamptonshire and 

Warwickshire Air Ambulance. 

Cold Ashby Christmas Cracker and Christmas Celebrations  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Christmas events in December starting off with our Christmas Cracker on Saturday 

14th December. A fun-filled night was had by all. Special thanks to Dave Harris for being our compere and setting a marvellous 

festive tabletop quiz and to Mandy Carson and Gemma Sellers for making the delicious complimentary buffet. Thanks also to all 

those who joined us throughout the festive season and for donating prizes and buying tickets for our Christmas raffle. 

 

 

Cold Ashby Skittles  

The Memorial Hall was the place to be on Wednesday 18th 

December as the whole of The Pytchley Skittles League 

played their cup games in an exciting Knock Out 

tournament. It was a brilliant evening, and some great 

matches were played. Congratulations to CAVH team on 

reaching the final, to be played against The Chequers, 

Ravensthorpe in April. Special thanks to Pete Walton for 

the loan of his skittles table for the event. 

Farewell to Janet Thompson 1936 -2024  

In December, Cold Ashby said farewell to another of our much-loved 

residents - Janet Thompson. Janet was Ashby born and bred and lived in 

the village the whole of her life. She was the youngest of nine children and 

the daughter of Emma and Gus Bott. Janet was very active in all areas of 

village life, serving on the PCC for many years and she had strong 

connections with St Denys Church. She always helped to decorate the 

church for the yearly festivals and was a regular churchgoer and a 

member of the Motherõs Union. She was also a member of the WI for 54 

years, the friendly club for 28 years and the bowls club for a good number 

of years. Janet was also instrumental in fundraising for the playing field and 

pavilion fuelled by her love for sport, particularly cricket, and along with 

her husband Ted, she helped to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support 

and other worthy causes. Janet loved village life and was always involved 

with all village events. She was so well known and loved by the whole 

village who always relied on her for a cheery smile or to receive a piece of 

good advice. She will be so sadly missed by each and every one of us, but 

will always remain in the hearts of the Cold Ashby community. 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall  
presents:  

 
Springtime Afternoon 

Tea 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 

Saturday 29th March 2-5pm 
A selection of sandwiches, 
cakes, scones and tea/coffee 

Tickets £10pp 
Please prebook with Fiona or 

Mandy  

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall 

2025 Skittles Singles  
Championship  

Saturday 22nd February 
8pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lasagna and garlic bread available 
to preorder at Ã5  

(see Mandy or Fiona) 
Served from 7:30 - 8pm  

 
Cold Ashby Memorial Hall 

  

Sunday Cafe  

Join us for breakfast between 
9:30-12pm 

Sun 2nd February  
Sun 2nd March 

 Bacon, Sausage, Egg rolls, 
Toasties and cakes available to 

eat in or takeaway 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 
February and March Events 
Everyone is welcome to join us and residentsõ support will ensure that we are able to keep these important village facilities open and 

provide opportunities for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and skittle teams going. 

 

 Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion.  Bar open.  

Date Event Place Details 

Sun 2nd Feb Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Fri 14th Feb Skittles CA v BH Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 19th Feb Skittles CA v LBFC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 22nd Feb Skittles Singles KO Memorial Hall From 7:30pm (see poster) 

Tues 25th Feb Film Night Pavilion From 7:30pm 
Ã5 for cheese &wine 

Sun 2nd Mar Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Wed 12th Mar Skittles CA v CR Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Fri 14th Mar Skittles League singles Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 22nd Mar Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Tues 25th Mar Film Night Pavilion From 7:30pm 
Ã5 for cheese &wine 

Fri 28th Mar Skittles League Presentation Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 29th Mar Springtime Afternoon tea Memorial Hall From 2-5pm ( see poster) 
 

NEWS FROM ST DENYS CHURCH 

Christmas Gift and Craft Fair  

Thank you to all who supported our Christmas gift and craft fair in November where a total of 

Ã250 was raised for church funds. We are very grateful to all our stall holders and to Mick Lill 

and Rev. Caroline Burnett for manning the door and selling raffle tickets and to Dave and Maggie 

Harris for serving the teas.  

             

Tree of Remembrance  

A big thank you also goes to everyone who bought a bulb and 

attended the grand switch on of the Tree of Remembrance in 

December. This has now become a tradition in the village to 

remember those who are no longer with us. Many thanks go 

to Rev. Caroline Burnett for leading the carols and prayers 

at this event. Following the switch on, mulled wine was 

served in the church whilst the personal messages to 

remember loved ones could be read on baubles hanging on 

the Christmas tree.  

 

Advent windows  

Once again it was such a pleasure to see the advent 

windows lit up throughout the village for the festive season, thank you to everyone who took 

part in spreading some Christmas cheer throughout the village.  

 

Diary date : 17th May, Kettering Town Silver Band will play in St Denys church, 7:30pm. Tickets Ã10 from Debbie Sampson, call 

07794 179443.  
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

Community Spirit Shines Bright After 

Recent Flooding 
In the wake of the recent flooding that affected many of our 

communities, the true spirit of our special villages has shone 

through. Despite the challenges and hardships faced, the resilience 

and unity of our residents have been nothing short of inspiring. 

From the very first moments of the flood, neighbours were seen 

helping each other, and supporting those in need. 

In Cottesbrooke, a big thank you goes to Mark Harris for helping 

ferry people across the flooded water and with Henry and Phil 

Jackson, and others, who worked so hard to keep the water 

levels down. Also, Stefanie van den Haak for going out and about 

to check the local roads for accessibility for those of us with 

smaller vehicles. 

This flood has tested us, but it has also brought out the best in us. 

The acts of kindness and solidarity we have witnessed, and were 

repeated across the region, are a testament to the strength of our 

community. As we see the wildfires, and other natural disasters, 

impact other communities across the world I hope we all get to 

carry forward this spirit of togetherness and support. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way, big or small! 

Image of flooding, courtesy of Stefanie van den Haak. 

Birders Come to the Village 
Residents have seen bird watchers around the village since the 

autumn as, this winter, we have had a UK-wide invasion of 

Hawfinches, most likely from Scandinavia/eastern Europe. 

Hawfinch is quite an uncommon bird in Northamptonshire and it's 

easy to go for a few years without seeing one locally. When we 

have had such invasions in the past, Cottesbrooke  - along with 

other 'traditional' sites in the county (e.g. Blatherwycke in the 

north and Thenford in the south) - has attracted them. The 

reason for this is because they like quiet areas with mature trees 

and they favour churchyards because most of these are planted 

with Yew trees, the berries of which are a great favourite with 

Hawfinches. They also eat other naturally growing nuts and seeds 

and they like Hornbeam trees, especially. 

 

They occur in only small flocks; at Cottesbrooke, the largest flock 

seen has been eight birds. 

Thanks to Mike Alibone (Optics Editor, Birdwatch Web: 

www.northantsbirds.com) for his input and the photograph of the 

Hawfinch taken behind the church. 

http://www.northantsbirds.com
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Dawn Mallard Hairdressing 
 

17 Brixworth Road Spratton NN6 8HH 

01604 847260 

Stylists for Ladies, Gents, Students & 
Juniors 

Visit us for friendly and professional hair 
care. 

We have extensive experience  

in cutting, clipper cutting and razor cutting,  

colouring foils, colour weaves, balayage, 

 blow drying, traditional perming and setting 

Great hair-up doõs for weddings, proms and 
special occasions 

We are working with Olaplex, a 
revolutionary upgrade service for hair 

colouring 

Competitive prices, with concessions 

 for seniors, students and juniors 

Free Consultations  

Complimentary Tea and Coffee 

CREATON NEWS 
A Marathon Challenge for Ollie  
My name is Ollie Perrins-May and I am currently in my first year 

studying law at Nottingham University. Through the uni I have 

been given the opportunity to run in a marathon in November 

2025 to raise money for HFT  ð a charity which works with 

people with learning disabilities and their families. Everyone has a 

right to the best life possible but people with learning disabilities 

face obstacles and challenges that are hard to imagine. You can 

read more about the work HFT do on their website: 

About Hft - support services for adults with learning disabilities 

The marathon I am running is said to be the most iconic and 

most difficult marathon in the world. I will be running a gruelling 

uphill climb for over 20km and a total 

elevation of 820ft (equivalent to the height 

between the ground and the top floor of the 

Eiffel Tower) through the humid city of 

Athens.  

 

I am planning to do some fundraising events 

in the Summer while I am home from 

University so watch this space for details. I 

would also be hugely grateful if anyone can 

spare any donations to support my effort 

and spur me on with my training.  

You can donate via my Just Giving page or 

through the collection box in Creaton Shop. 

All support very much appreciated. 

Thank you! 

Ann Hanson 
16th March 1940 ð 9th January 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mum lived in Creaton for the last 41 years and she loved the 

village.  After retiring, she became a busy member of the village 

community, when she began taking her granddaughter Charlotte 

to the Ducklings playgroup and then once Charlotte started 

school, mum became a school governor and then Chair of Gov-

ernors. Mum loved being part of the school community and was 

heartbroken when the school closed a few years ago. Mum 

helped every year at Creaton in Bloom, serving the teas and 

cakes and then in the last few years, being the guardian of the 

takings! She enjoyed flower arranging and was a stalwart of the 

Church flowers rota, and she was always very modest about 

her arrangements, saying, ôI hope it will doõ, when they were 

always beautiful. Mum was always keen to be part of a quiz team 

at the Village Hall, with the sport and music rounds always her 

forte. 

Mum was always out and about in her car, visiting friends and 

family and it was very hard for her to lose her independence 

last summer. In the last few months, when her health issues 

started, a trip across to the coffee shop was a highlight, chatting 

with her village friends and keeping up with all the latest news. 

She was also a frequent visitor to the new Jomidar restaurant 

and often mentioned how lovely the staff were to her, particu-

larly when her health began to deteriorate. 

When she first went to hospital in November after breaking 

her leg, she was positive and upbeat, telling the doctors that she 

needed to get well as she had a lot of life left to live and was 

looking forward to running around on her newly reinforced leg. 

Unfortunately, this was not to be, but we are comforted that 

she did not suffer and was very well looked after by the staff at 

Danetre Hospital. 

We are heartbroken to have lost our wonderful mum, but our 

memories are many and will be long lived. The funeral will take 

place at St Michaelõs Church, Creaton on Thursday 20th Febru-

ary at 11:30.  

James & Kate Leach 

https://www.hft.org.uk/about-us/

