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WHATG6S ON

FEBRUARY
See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events
6th Guilsborough Friends
8th Creaton Walkers
Creaton resident Mary Abbott celebrated reaching 100 years old in December. Born in;  12th Creaton WI
Flore on 2 December 1924, Mary lived there until getting married to Jim, whom she : 20th Creaton FOSM History Group
met at the local Saturday night dance. They then moved to Blakesley, living in a flat oveer At [l (Rierp el e

the local butchers until moving back to a cottage in Flore. 3
Mary says she loved driving around in her Lotus and Jaguar XK150 and had a job dnvlng a MARCH

van delivering medicines to Doctors and Chemists around Northamptonshire. Mary was  see p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events
also Akela to the Cubs in Flore for 10 years, and a brilliant seamstress and baker, eveh  7th Lent Lunch Guilsborough
making her daughterds wedding dress ang¢ 8i@rdaenWalkers

After her husband died Mary moved to Keelb 13th Guilsborough Friends

near Immingham, Lincolnshire, where she liv4 20th Creaton FOSM History Group
for 20 years. There, Mary was President of thill  —Friends, Romans and comedy Tovers Ay ez CLDER AR
local WI for many years, and also ran a coffed GMADS bids you attend a performance of 28th Guilsborough Quiz

shop in the local church. She says she also Ig VICE VERSH 28th Hollowell Hopewell Cafe

foll(;)vxitr:g the local hunt with her friends Joyce A comedy rg;g‘:;iigﬁ?ﬂ"den —_—

an .

Mary moved to Creaton on the '8 May 2007 el RS P U

where she loves her garden which she proud il st il
BAR OPENS 7PM

opened for Creaton in Bloom. She was a -

member of the sewing group and the United www.ticketsource.co.uk/gmads

Reform Church, often enjoying a bacon bap 3 i ey

Poppies.

Mary would like to thank everyone for the

wonderful cake, birthday cards and good wis

she has received and especially Margaret for

making the special birthday cake.

Mary has two children, Tim and Jacqui, four

grandchildren and ten great grandchildren.
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AND REGULARLY ...

Monday mornings MMM, evenings
Knitwits Guilsborough; Tuesday evenin,
Creaton Singers; Thursday mornings
indoor bowls, Creaton; Sunday am and
Tuesday pm, Tennis Guilsborough;
Thursday evenings, Badminton
Guilsborough and Nia Guilsborough.

S,

www.gmads.co.uk f GMADSAmateurDrama

00 0000000000000000000000000000T0000({900000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

90 ©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Copy deadline for the April/May edilioasday 4th March



Creaton Village Shop

Opening Hours
Monday-Friday 7.30am-6pm
Saturday 8am-6pm

Sunday 8am-12 noon
fo

open whenever the

Take advantage of cash
withdrawals, banking and

The post office is

shop is open!

reign currency facilities

We stock a wide range of fresh and frozen produce, all your kitchen
and household essentials, as well as, delicious bread and pastries from

our in-store bakery.

There is even free parki

sse0e .
We offer FREE home delivery!
It couldn’t be any
easier to shop with us! _ )3/,—|\
Just call to place your-l?)g L)\:’J

order.
Within 5 miles and minimum basket of £10

Enjoy our NEW bean to cup
takeaway coffee

We now offer a wide variety of
takeaway coffees, which pair
perfectly with a fresh croissant
baked on-site!

Save 50p if you use your own
reusable cup!

ng right outside the shop!

Shop Local

While we stock a wide variety of well
known brands, we are proud to
champion local makers, such as:

® Joseph Morris, meats and pies

® Jo’s Your Cool Ice Cream

® Verdes Sandwiches

@ Sally’s Freezer Meals

W

B

Shop Local
® Wesses Bread [ 3

Our Shop

2a Welford Road, Creaton, NN6é 8NH
www.creatonvillageshop.co.uk
Your Shop RESEIAVESLLyz

n

COMMUNITY
FUND

Brixworth Osteopathic Clinic offers osteopathic
care for patients of all ages that may be suffering
from a range of issues arising from the musculo-

skeletal system. We also offer sports/remedial
massage, cranial osteopathy, tongue-tie
assessment and breastfeeding coaching.

CLINIC

=~ @i} BRIXWORTH
| &i " OSTEOPATHIC

Lamport Manor, Coach House 2, Old Road,
Lamport, Northants, NN6 9HF
07500 580 546
info@brixworthosteopathy.com
www.brixworthosteopathy.com

COMPASS ENERGY 2

Delivering fuel to homes in your area.

Trevor Reay

From 1983 Trevor has worked alongside Tony Watson developing an oil distributor in the area.
After a change of ownership Trevor left the company in May 2018.
Trevor has now teamed up with Compass Energy to once again provide a reliable personal service.
Our chairman, Tony Watson has clearly defined our values.
SERVICE — TEAMWORK- SAFETY

Why Choose Compass Energy?

/ No Brokers — price savings go direct to you.
/ Competitive pricing.
/ Reliable personal service you can trust.

// Our own fleet of Tankers permitting a rapid response

for urgent deliveries.

v Years of industry k

Call Trevor to obtain a quote or place an order.

01604 345526 | 07702867349

nowledge and experience.

Visit our website for more information
compassenergy.co.uk




VILLAGE LINK

is a bimonthly publication delivered
free of charge to households in Cold
Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton,
Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and
Thornby. It is produced and
distributed by volunteers. Due to
restrictions of time and space there is
no guarantee that copy submitted will
be used. All funds received from
advertising go towards printing costs.

Editorial team:

Andrea King 07920 107903

Tony Hart 01604 740535

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067

Eve Wooldridge 07711 335771
Richard Hollingum 07887 652599

Liz Sibbald 07360 778276

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666

Wherever possibleplease email

your contributions to.
editorial@villagelink.org.ul his saves
considerable time reyping
information! When providing hard
copy materials, please post to Sarah
Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft,
Guilsborough, NN6 8QB

Advertisements are

welcome from local businesses,
charities, clubs and societies.
Commercial businesses pay advertising

rates. One insertio
half page A70, quar

page A20.
Two or more insertions: full page

A120, half page A60

eighth page A15.
insertion. Colour available in some
issues, price on application. Private
ads are also welcome. Back page

6l ineaged cost A1l.
contact Sarah Dalzell to book
advertising or email.
advertising@villagelink.org.uk
Cheques payable to
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DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL/
MAY EDITION:

Tuesday 4th March
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Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions.
They cannot be held accountable for the
accuracy of advertisements appearing in
this newsletter, nor for editorial
information sent to them or published by
them.

BIRDING NOTES

Unexpected Winter Visitor at Hollowell

The last part of 2024 had been very quiet for me on the birding front, so | arrived at Hollow-

ell Reservoir on the afternoon of Saturday Decembel' th fairly low expectations. As |
approached the 6Pointdé just north of the se
tern from the waterlogged reedy margins. Close enough to hear the flap of its wings, the bird
flew away across the reservoir towards the conifer plantation on the east bank and away out

of sight into the winter gloom. | had my camera with me, but the surprising nature of the
encounter meant | was slow to react and in the fading light | was unable to get a photo.

As far as | am aware the only other record of a Bittern at Hollowell was in December 1983,

seen by expert local birder Mark Piper. The only other Bittern that | personally have seen in

the county away from the Nene Valley was one on the roadside between Coton Manor and
Ravensthorpe Reservoir in December 2010 in a spell of very cold weather. Initially spotted
pacing along the verge, it then stood motionless in its characteristichgad 6 bi t t er ni n
ture, giving views at c2m range from the car window.

Back to December 2024, | returned to Hollowell five days later, close to dusk as before, and
the Bittern flew up again from exactly the
repeat encounter, | was ready with the camera this time and as the bird flew away | managed

to grab a few record shots, including the one you see here.

B¢ UK Biteyr popylatiershas increased over the last 30 years or so, this is often viewed as

a conservation success story as it seems to be largely due to creation and management of
more extensive areas of suitable reedbed habitat. In Northants we have had in the last couple
of years several records of male birds hear
locations along the Nene Valley. It seems likely that they will breed before long in the county
and may indeed already be doing so. In breeding locations and habitats Bitterns are highly
secretive and very well camouflaged and are therefore usually hard to see. Away from these
areas, Bitterns are scarce but increasing winter visitors, with our resident breeding popula-

tion augmented by birds visiting from mainland Europe. As shown with the Ravensthorpe

bird mentioned above, in times of hard weather they can turn up in unexpected locations and
smaller wetland sites. My recent sighting was not perhaps the national rarity that it would

have been in 1983, but it was still notewortByand a good reminder of a mantra | often try

to keep in mind in lean birding times: O0kece
Jon Cook, County Bird Recorder: http://joncookbirding.wordpress.com




COLD ASHBY NEWS

NEWS FROM THE MEMORL HALL

Charity Race Night :
What a fantastic nlght we all had on Saturda§ November at our Charity Race mght in memor ?

Warwickshire Air Ambulance.

Cold Ashby Christmas Cracker and Christmas Celebrations

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Christmas events in December starting off with our Christmas Cracker on Saturday
14" December. A furfilled night was had by all. Special thanks to Dave Harris for being our compere and setting a marvellous
festive tabletop quiz and to Mandy Carson and Gemma Sellers for making the delicious complimentary buffet. Thanks also to all
those who joined us throughout the festive season and for donating prizes and buying tickets for our Christmas raffle.

Cold Ashby Skittles

The Memorial Hall was the place to be on Wednesda$} 18
December as the whole of The Pytchley Skittles League
played their cup games in an exciting Knock Out
tournament. It was a brilliant evening, and some great
matches were played. Congratulations to CAVH team on
reaching the final, to be played against The Chequers,
Ravensthorpe in April. Special thanks to Pete Walton for
the loan of his skittles table for the event.

Farewell to Janet Thompson 1936 -2024

In December, Cold Ashby said farewell to another of our micted
residents- Janet Thompson. Janet was Ashby born and bred and lived
the village the whole of her life. She was the youngest of nine children
the daughter of Emma and Gus Bott. Janet was very active in all areas:
village life, serving on the PCC for many years and she had strong “
connections with St Denys Church. She always helped to decorate the
church for the yearly festivals and was a regular churchgoer and a ¥ A
member of the Motherés Union. S \ P\ ® o t he
years, the friendly club for 28 years and the bowls club for a good num \ :
of years. Janet was also instrumental in fundraising for the playing fielo
pavilion fuelled by her love for sport, particularly cricket, and along with
her husband Ted, she helped to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Sup|
and other worthy causes. Janet loved village life and was always invol
with all village events. She was so well known and loved by the whole
village who always relied on her for a cheery smile or to receive a piecc
good advice. She will be so sadly missed by each and every one of us,.
will always remain in the hearts of the Cold Ashby community.




A selection of S
cakes, scone
Ti ckets
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Cold Ashby Memorial Hall

Sunday Cafe
Join us for breakfast between
9:30-12pm
Sun 2nd February
Sun 2nd March
Bacon, Sausage, Egg rolls,
Toasties and cakes available to
eat in or takeaway

COLD ASHBY NEWS

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall :
presents: :
Saturday 29t h-5Mdanqct

CoId Ashby Memorlal HaII
2025 Skittles Singles
Championship
' ISat@rday? 22nd February

d_asagnacahdfgerlm bread available

_ to preorder
F 1 qgeeManady or Fiona)
Served from 7:30-8pm

No room in the garage
or the attic?

LOC

SELF STORAGE

Rent storage space by the week or
for as long as you need
Archive Documents
House Contents
Business or Domestic
Tel 01604505050

email: George@Loc-Box.co.uk
Loc-Box Self Storage Creaton Northants

www.Loc-Box.co.uk




COLD ASHBY NEWS

February and March Events

Everyone 1is

wel come to joi

n us

and

resi

dent sbo

provide opportunities for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and skittle teams going.

Date Event Place Details
Sun 2¢ Feb Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:3612:00pm
Fri 14" Feb Skittles CA v BH Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Wed 19" Feb Skittles CA v LBFC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Sat 22 Feb Skittles Singles KO Memorial Hall From 7:30pm (see poster)
Tues 2% Feb Film Night Pavilion From 7:30pm
A5 for cheese &Wi
Sun 24 Mar Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:3012:00pm
Wed 12" Mar Skittles CA v CR Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Fri 14" Mar Skittles League singles Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Sat 22¢ Mar Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Tues 24 Mar Film Night Pavilion From 7:30pm
A5 for cheese &WwWi
Fri 28" Mar Skittles League Presentation | Memorial Hall From 7:30pm
Sat 29 Mar Springtime Afternoon tea Memorial Hall From 25pm ( see poster)

Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion. Bar open.

NEWS FROM ST

DENYS CHURCH

Christmas Gift and Craft Fair

Thank you to all who supported our Christmas gift and craft fair in November where a total 4
ar e

A250 was rai

and Rev. Caroline Burnett for manning the door and selling raffle tickets and to Dave and
Harris for serving the teas.

sed for church

Tree of Remembrance

the Christmas tree.

Advent windows

Once again it was such a pleasure to see the advent
windows lit up throughout the village for the festive season, thank you to everyone who tc

funds.

part in spreading some Christmas cheer throughout the village.

Diarydate: 17t h

07794 179443.

May, Kettering

Town

Si

We

A big thank you also goes to everyone who bought a bulb 2%
attended the grand switch on of the Tree of Remembrance
December. This has now become a tradition in the village t
4 remember those who are no longer with us. Many thanks go
to Rev. Caroline Burnett for leading the carols and praye
at this event. Following the switch on, mulled wine was
served in the church whilst the personal messages to
remember loved ones could be read on baubles hanging

|l ver

Band

wi ||

6

supp opehandvi | |



COTTESBROOKE NEWS

Community Spirit Shines Bright After Birders Come to the Village

Recent F|ooding Residents have seen bird watchers around the village since the
In the wake of the recent flooding that affected many of our a““‘m” as, this wmter, we have had_ a*“‘_"“e invasion of
Hawfinches, most likely from Scandinavia/eastern Europe.

communities, the true spirit of our special villages has shone i j . S . .
. . ..Hawfinch is quite an uncommon bird in Northamptonshire and it's
through. Despite the challenges and hardships faced, the resilience . .
. ) . ... easy to go for a few years without seeing one locally. When we
and unity of our residents have been nothing short of inspiring.

From the very first moments of the flood, neighbours were seerﬁlave had such invasions in the past, Cottesbroekgong with

. ) . other 'traditional’ sites in the county (e.g. Blatherwycke in the
helping each other, and supporting those in need. .
. . . north and Thenford in the south) has attracted them. The
In Cottesbrooke, a big thank you goes to Mark Harris for helplnlge . g . ]
. . Feason for this is because they like quiet areas with mature trees
ferry people across the flooded water and with Henry and Phil and they favour churchyards because most of these are planted
Jackson, and others, who worked so hard to keep the water y y P

. . WiI[h Yew trees, the berries of which are a great favourite with
levels down. Also, Stefanie van den Haak for going out and about . )
Hawfinches. They also eat other naturally growing nuts and seeds

and they like Hornbeam trees, especially.

They occur in only small flocks; at Cottesbrooke, the largest flock
seen has been eight birds.

to check the local roads for accessibility for those of us with
smaller vehicles.
This flood has tested us, but it has also brought out the best in (V&

The acts of kindness and solidarity we have witnessed, and were
repeated across the region, are a testament to the strength of qur

community. As we see the wildfires, and other natural disastersjl,- anks to Mike Alibone (Optics Editor, Birdwatch Web:

impact other communities across the world | hope we all get towww.northantsbwds.cohﬁfor his input and the photograph of the

. L Hawfinch taken behind the church.
carry forward this spirit of togetherness and support.
Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way, big or small!
Image of flooding, courtesy of Stefanie van den Haak.

Sound Bath Evening

CELEBRATE SPRING BY CREATING meditate, heal, and

A VIBRANT FLOWER BASKET. - though
. . Cotteshrooke Vég&zﬁe Residents
FOR DETAILS, EMAIL STEF AT istening Coffee Mornings
COTTESBROOKEVHC@GMAIL.COM
1st Saturday of
the month

DON’T MISS OUT ON CRAFTING
YOUR FLORAL MASTERPIECE!

10am - 12 (noon)

~£15pp (depending on numbers)
28th February
27th March
7pm
Cottesbrooke Village Hall

cottesbrookevhc@gmail.com

Contact: Sally


http://www.northantsbirds.com

COTTESBROOKE NEWS

Peanut
and Chilli
Noodles

Ingredients
100g wholewheat noodles
For the peanut sauce
e 3 tbsp peanut butter
e 1tbsp grated fresh root ginger
1 tbsp sweet chilli sauce
2 tbsp tamari or soy sauce:
1 lime, juice only
Pinch of chilli flakes
To garnish
e 2 spring onions, finely chopped
e 1tbsp roasted salted peanuts,

Cottesbrooke Village Kitchen

WillsDirect

1 Judges Court, Creaton, Northampton NN6 8NS

Mobile: 07899 938255
Email: willsdirectbusiness@gmail.com
www.willsdirectnorthampton.co.uk

There is one important job you've
been meaning to do for years...
Make a Will!

Wills Direct Northampton has been
established since 1993 offeringa
professional, expert Will Writing Service
to people throughout Northamptonshire
and the surrounding area. With Wills
written for over 12,000 people, Wills
Direct can help you to write your Will
simply and quickly with our affordable
FREE HOME VISIT SERVICE.

-~ Safe to do
? business with

Code Compliant

Method

1.Cook the noodles in a pan
according to packet
instructions, until tender.
2.Whisk all of the sauce
ingredients together in a bowl ~ 7
3.Add up to 4 tablespoons of
water (a bit at a time) if the mix
is too stiff.
4.Add chilli flakes to your taste
5.Drain the noodles, leave a bit of
water in the bottom of the pan.
6.Add the peanut sauce, heat for
a minute and toss through the
noodles.
7#.Garnish and enjoy

Recipe courtesy of Cerian

ABSTRACT

[
A

THINK DIFFERENTLY

DESIGN IDEAS
HOUSE PLANS
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
BUILDING PLANS

Contact us for your FREE Consultation
07764 603017
01604 743409
plans@abstractlimited.co.uk

www.abstractlimited.co.uk




A Marathon Challenge for Ollie

My name is Ollie Perrinblay and | am currently in my first
studying law at Nottingham University. Through the uni |

CREATON NEWS

Ann Hanson

year 16" March 19405 9" January 2025

have

been given the opportunity to run in a marathon in November

2025 to raise money foHFT @ a charity which works with

people with learning disabilities and their families. Everyone has a
right to the best life possible but people with learning disabilities
face obstacles and challenges that are hard to imagine. You can

read more about the work HFT do on their website:

About Hft - support services for adults with learning disabilities

The marathon | am running is said to be the most iconic
most difficult marathon in the world. | will be running a gr
uphill climb for over 20km and a total

elevation of 820ft (equivalent to the height

and
uelling

between the ground and the top floor of th Ollie
Eiffel Tower) through the humid city of Perrins-
Athens. May's
JustGiving
| am planning to do some fundraising ever Page
in the Summer while | am home from
University so watch this space for details. w>t¥@E  Mum lived in Creaton for the last 41 years and she loved the

would also be hugely grateful if anyone ca h;'#

spare any donations to support my effort ™

and spur me on with my training. d"‘f
You can donate via my Just Giving page ¢ §
through the collection box in Creaton Shoy [=:F
All support very much appreciated.

Thank you!

t-i- }-'F'i W
:

village. After retiring, she became a busy member of the village
community, when she began taking her granddaughter Charlotte
to the Ducklings playgroup and then once Charlotte started
school, mum became a school governor and then Chair of Gov-
ernors. Mum loved being part of the school community and was
heartbroken when the school closed a few years ago. Mum
helped every year at Creaton in Bloom, serving the teas and
cakes and then in the last few years, being the guardian of the
takings! She enjoyed flower arranging and was a stalwart of the

Dawn Mal | ar d H L i rCHJr?h f@wgrsgotil, aﬁj ye was always very modest about
her arrangements, saying, 0l
always beautiful. Mum was always keen to be part of a quiz team

17 Brixworth Road Spf at tatehsVvildydall, Bithithe sport and music rounds always her

01604 847260 forte.
Stylists for Ladies, Ge glfmrirllsv;as qlg%ysuogtghnggbgut irtng‘ther car, visiFing friends and
Junior s y and itwas very hard for herto lose her independence
last summer. In the last few months, when her health issues
Visit us for friendly andydhedabossid 1 dide shBpavhsa highlight, chatting
care. with her village friends and keeping up with all the latest news.
We have extensive PXp &lieivssalsoa frequent visitor to the new Jomidar restaurant
in cutting, clipper cht t iandgftemmegfionpdhowdoyely hqstaff werg g her, particu-
. . larly when her health began to deteriorate.
colouring foils, colpur éh 2nb fitst went © ﬁospﬁayinal\%veerhber after breaking
blow drying, traditiofpal hepleg sheiwaspositvéhd upbedt, felingtie doctors that she
Gr eat -ulpadrof or weddi ngfp, peededie getavall@s she had alot of life left to live and was
speci al occasi ofns looking forward to running around on her newly reinforced leg.
We are working wit O|U5f?f[pngtggy,,this&/as not to be, but we are comforted that
revolutionary upgr adle s &heddnetguffefagdwasyepy welllooked after by the staff at
colouring Danetre Hospital.
Competitive prices, Wi tV}lle arg.rbez?{tgr%(@goihae{%logt ourwonderful mum,but.our
) memories are many and will be long lived.The funeral will take
for seniors, studefts And o WRI QESMmjchael s Church,
Free Consultati ns aryati1:30.
Complimentary Tea nd Coffee James & Kate Leach

h o]
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https://www.hft.org.uk/about-us/

