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Local news from Cold Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton & Thornby 
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WHATõS ON 
 

DECEMBER 

See p6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

1st Lights Switch On at Gõboro Church 

5th Guilsborough Friends 

7th Cafe Christmas Hollowell 

7th Coffee Morning Cottesbrooke 

7th & 8th Creaton Singers at Welford 

Xmas Tree Farm 

8th Wreath Making Cottesbrooke 

10th Village Hall AGM Guilsborough 

11th WI ôWomen in Artõ Creaton 

14th Creaton Walking Group 

16th MMM Xmas Party Guilsborough 

17th Carol Singing Guilsborough 

17th Carol Singing & Concert, Creaton 

19th FOSM Creaton with quiz 

20th Hopewell Coffee & chat, Hõwell 

 

JANUARY  
See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

1st & 11th Creaton Walking Group 

4th Coffee Morning Cottesbrooke 

8th WI ôBookbindingõ Creaton 

9th Guilsborough Friends 

16th FOSM ôMary Burbidgeõ Creaton 

24th Hopewell Coffee and Chat 

 

AND REGULARLY ...  
Monday mornings MMM, evenings 

Knitwits Guilsborough; Tuesday evenings, 

Creaton Singers, Yoga Guilsborough; 

Thursday mornings indoor bowls, 

Creaton; Sunday am and Tuesday pm, 

Tennis Guilsborough; Thursday evenings, 

Badminton & Nia Guilsborough.   

 

Jomidar Jubilation!! 

This year, Advent Sunday is 1st December, so the 

Travelling Crib sets will be blessed at one of our 

Uplands Services and start on their travels around 

the Parishes finishing again at our Crib Service in 

Spratton Church at 3pm on Christmas Eve. If you 

wish to be part of this and host Mary & Joseph, 

then please contact Pauline Jacobs 01604 743792.   

TRAVELLING CRIB 

The Jomidar Lounge in Creaton has had a 

double success in recent food awards. In 

October it won the prestigious title of "East 

Midlands Region - Restaurant of the Year" 

at the Asian Restaurant and Takeaway 

Awards. And then, hot on the heels of that 

accolade, gained the Editor's Choice Award 

2024 at the Curry Life Awards. This is 

pretty good going for a restaurant that has 

not been open a year yet. 

Owner Khayrul Islam said that winning 

these awards has been an unforgettable and 

heartwarming experience. òThese 

achievements are a testament to the hard 

work, love, and support of everyone on this 

journey. A huge thank you to my incredible 

team, my family, and our amazing customers 

ð these awards belong to all of you!ó In addition to the wonderful food, the staff of the 

Jomidar support the community in many ways and in November gave a thank you meal to  

Creaton for its support. Ed: See page 9 for Jomidar discount offer. 

Khayrul Islam (left) and Chad Miah 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Among the more 

unusual occupations in 

our villages, 

Guilsborough has a 

specialist repairer of 

Cuckoo Clocks.  

Read our interview 

with Richard Franklin on page 14. 

And do get in touch with the 

editorial team if you would like to 

talk about your own unusual 

occupation or hobby! 
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VILLAGE LINK  
is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  07920 107903  

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Liz Sibbald 07360 778276   

Distribution:  

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666 

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Sarah 

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft, 

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB 

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20. Two or more insertions: full 

page Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page 

Ã30, eighth page Ã15. All prices are 

per insertion. Colour available in some 

issues, price on application. Private ads 

are also welcome. Back page õlineageõ 

cost Ã1.50 per line. Please contact 

Sarah Dalzell to book advertising or 

email. advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 

ññññññññññññ 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE 

FEBRUARY/MARCH EDITION:  

Tuesday 7th January  

 ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

 

ACROSS 

2. Santaõs Helper 

3. She sits on top of the Christmas tree 

6. Newborn 

7. Frozen water 

8. Pulled along in the snow 

9. A calendar with windows opened up 

until Christmas Day 

10. No time like theééééé.. 

DOWN  

1. Sung to babies to get 

them to sleep 

4. They pull Santaõs sleigh 

5. Sent with greetings at 

Christmas 

11. The day before Christ-

mas 

POLYGON 

From these letters make words of three or more 

letters always including the central letter. Answers must be in 

the Concise Oxford English Dictionary and cannot include 

plurals, proper nouns or past participles! The nine letters make 

up a seasonal word. How many words can you make, together 

with this 9-letter word? Can you beat 40 without cheating? 

55 should be possible!  

CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH 

HAPPY    QUIZMAS! 

All puzzles compiled by Village Link unless otherwise stated.  

Answers will be published on our website: villagelink.org.uk. 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL 

LLOYDS BANK TOUR OF BRITAIN CYCLE RACE 

Cold Ashby provided fabulous support for the cyclists when the tour of Britain passed 

through the village on Saturday 7th September when lots of the village and other visitors 

turned out to cheer on the riders. It was fabulous to even make it onto the TV with 

the village being shown on ITV4õs coverage which has put Cold Ashby on the map. 

CLUB TROPICANA 80s NIGHT 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Club Tropicana 80õs night back on September 14th. It was a fantastic evening and 

was great fun to take a step back in time. Huge thanks to our host Dave Harris for setting a brilliant 80õs tabletop quiz and for 

being comp¯re and DJ. Thanks also goes to Mandy Carson for her spectacular 80õs platters and puddings, Andrew Bott for 

manning the bar and Julie Webb for her help with everything. It was lovely to see new people joining us and we look forward to 

seeing you again. 

MACMILLAN COFFEE AND SOCIAL EVENING  

Thank you to everyone who came along to our Macmillan event on Saturday 28th September and made donations to this very 

worthy charity. A grand total of Ã210 was raised. 

PAIRS SKITTLES KNOCKOUT COMPETITION  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our pairs skittles knockout competition 

on Saturday 26th October. It was a fabulous evening, and everyone had great fun. 

Thanks to everyoneõs generosity we have raised enough money to buy a new set of 

match skittles for the village. Huge thank you to Mandy Carson and Gemma Sellers 

for the lovely ploughmanõs suppers, Andrew Bott for scoring, Julie Webb for 

collecting the money and Ann Brumby for selling the raffle tickets. Congratulations 

to Fiona Gunn-Stokes and Ann Brumby for becoming pairs champions and winning 

the Bev Linnell Trophy and to Billy Douglas and Ruth Rolls for being runners up. 

FAREWELL TO JOYCE GUNN 

In October, Cold Ashby said goodbye to its eldest resident Joyce Gunn. Joyce had lived 

in the village for over seventy years after moving up from North London. In 1947, Joyce 

joined the Womenõs Land Army and was posted to Thornby where she lived in the 

Stone House. During this time, she met her husband Gerald and after their marriage she 

moved to the village. Joyce was well known throughout the area for her dedication to 

her community and village life. She was involved with many organisations throughout 

Cold Ashby including Motherõs Union, Womenõs Institute and The Bowls Club but her 

biggest legacy will be being a village leader of The Merry Comrades. During the 60õs, 70õs 

and 80õs the village Merry Comrades raised hundreds of pounds for local hospitals by 

regular fundraising through carol singing, bazaars, coffee evenings and the traditional 

village May Day. Joyce and her fellow leader, Joan Bott will be remembered by 

generations of children for their role in teaching the meaning of charity and helping 

others and installing such values in all.  

Joyce was also a passionate gardener and along with Gerald they produced a garden to be proud of and were one of the pioneers 

of Cold Ashby Open Gardens. People would return year after year to see the beautiful blooms and perfect fruit and vegetables at 

Paddock Cottage. In honour of Joyceõs service to the village, a quarter peel was rung from the church bells on the day following 

her funeral. Joyce will be sorely missed by all who knew her, but her cheerful spirit and her proud sense of community will always 

live on in Cold Ashby. 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

 
 

9ŸũĬШ ƚőĤǃШ~ĲůŸƖŔċũШcċũũШ 
ÉƨŰĬċǃШ9ċŉĲШ 

sŸŔŰШƨƚШŉŸƖШĤƖĲċťŉċƚƣШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰ 
ΜΦаΟΜ-ΝΞƓů 

ÉƨŰĬċǃШΥƣőШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖ 
ÉƨŰĬċǃШΡƣőШsċŰƨċƖǃШ 
ÉƨŰĬċǃШΞŰĬШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШ 

7ċĦŸŰЯШÉċƨƚċŊĲЯШEŊŊШƖŸũũƚЯ 
ÑŸċƚƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШĦċťĲƚШċƻċŔũċĤũĲШƣŸШĲċƣШ

ŔŰШŸƖШƣċťĲċƽċǃ 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Get into the Christmas Spirit 

with us on:  
Saturday 14th December from 

7:30pm 

A festive evening of  music, fun 
and games hosted by our very 

own  
Dave Harris  

Christmas tabletop quiz  
Festive Cocktails  

Complementary Christmas  
 Buffet  

 

9ŸũĬШ ƚőĤǃШ~ĲůŸƖŔċũШcċũũШ 

ƓƖĲƚĲŰƣƚа 
 
 
 
 
 
ÉċƣƨƖĬċǃШΞΡƣőШsċŰƨċƖǃШ 

9őŔĦťĲŰШŸƖШéĲŊĲƣċĤũĲШĦƨƖƖǃЯШƖŔĦĲШċŰĬШ
ŰċċŰШұΡ 

ыÂũĲċƚĲШƚĲĲШ[ŔŸŰċо~ċŰĬǃШƣŸШƓƖĲĤŸŸťь 
9ƨƖƖǃШƚĲƖƻĲĬШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШΤаΟΜ-ΥƓů 

EǃĲƚШĬŸƽŰШċƣШΥаΝΡƓů 
ШШШШШШ7ŔŰŊŸШƣŔĦťĲƣƚШұΝШĲċĦőШ-Ш9ċƚőШ

ƓƖŔǍĲƚ  
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

NEWS FROM ST DENYS CHURCH 

HARVEST SUPPER 

The PCC would like to thank everyone who attended the 

Harvest Supper on Monday 23rd September and made it such 

an enjoyable evening. A huge thank you to all who helped on 

the night and to everyone who donated produce and flowers 

for the auction raising much needed funds for our church. A 

real community effortéwell done to all! A grand total of Ã340 

was raised for church funds. 

 

TREE OF REMEMBRANCE  

Once again, the Tree of Remembrance will be lit throughout 

December with the grand switch on being at 6pm on Saturday 

7th December and everyone is invited to join us for this. We 

will be singing a few carols before heading into the church 

afterwards for a glass of mulled wine. To buy a bulb in 

remembrance of a loved one costs Ã5, and forms will be 

posted through your doors and need to be returned to Will 

Benney by the beginning of December. 

COLD ASHBY EVENTS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY

 
Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion. ALL ARE WELCOME. Bar open.    

Date  Event  Place Details  

Wed 4th Dec Skittles CA v CSB Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 8th Dec Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Sat 14th Dec Cold Ashby Christmas Cracker Memorial Hall From 7:30pm - see poster 
 

Wed 18th Dec Skittles KO Cup Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 21st Dec Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Tues 24th Dec Christmas Eve Social and Raffle Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 25th Dec Christmas Day drinks Memorial Hall 11am-1pm 

Thurs 26th Dec Boxing Night Social Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Tues 31st Dec NYE Social Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Fri 3rd Jan Skittles CA v KA Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 5th Jan Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Wed 15th Jan Skittles CA v SFC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Fri 17th Jan Skittles CA v BH Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 25th Jan Curry and Bingo Memorial Hall From 7:30pm - see poster 
 

Tues 28th Jan Film Night Pavilion From 7:30pm Ã5 for cheese & 

wine 
 

Wed 29th Jan Skittles CA v LBRC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

HONOURING OUR HEROES:  

Remembrance Sunday  
As the leaves turn golden and the crisp autumn air 

settles in, our village came together to pause and 

reflect on the sacrifices made by the brave men, 

women, and animals in the armed forces. The 

Remembrance Sunday Service, held at All Saints 

Church, was a time to honour those who gave their 

lives in the service of our country, as well as those 

who continue to serve in various capacities, both past 

and present. 

John Harris had researched one of the names on the 

War Memorial in the church and told us about John 

Fredrick Hearn, whoõs family had lived at Myrtle 

Cottage and were gardeners at Cottesbrooke and 

other local halls. John was only 19 when he was killed 

at Passchendaele, it was a very poignant moment to 

reflect on how families were and continue to be effected by war at home and around the world.. 

 

A CELEBRATION OF LOCAL TALENT 
The Village Christmas Craft Fair is a cherished seasonal event that brings together a diverse group of talented makers, crafters, and 

artisans from within our community and beyond. Whether you were searching for beautifully knitted scarves, handcrafted jewellery, 

unique home d®cor, or intricate wooden carvings, there was something for everyone. 

This yearõs event had over 15 local crafters, each offering a wide range of products, from fine art to seasonal decorations, candles, 

soaps, knitted goods, pottery, and much more. Every item was lovingly handmade, showcasing the incredible talent within our 

community. Another highlight was the cr°pes van, which served delicious morsels, that were enjoyed by many. By shopping at a Craft 

Fair, you not only support local businesses, but you also get to take home a piece of something truly special. 
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Dawn Mallard Hairdressing 
17 Brixworth Road Spratton NN6 8HH 

01604 847260 

Stylists for Ladies, Gents, Students & Juniors 

Visit us for friendly and professional hair care. 

We have extensive experience  

in cutting, clipper cutting and razor cutting,  

colouring foils, colour weaves, balayage, 

 blow drying, traditional perming and setting 

Great hair-up doõs for weddings, proms and special 
occasions 

We are working with Olaplex, a revolutionary 
upgrade service for hair colouring 

Competitive prices, with concessions 

 for seniors, students and juniors 

Free Consultations  

Complimentary Tea and Coffee 

8.30 ð 6.00pm (1.00pm Saturdays) 

National Hairdressing Federation Registered  

COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

Temporary home to the 

Creaton Silver Swans 
Cottesbrooke Village Hall was very 

happy to accommodate the Silver 

Swans, who were looking for a 

temporary home while the village hall at 

Creaton was being redecorated. The 

Silver Swans offer dance classes for the 

over 55s. Ballet on a Tuesday and Friday 

mornings and tap on Wednesday 

evenings and Fridays morning. If you are 

interested please contact Zoe Dando 

(LRAD) 07585 774945. 
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 CREATON NEWS 
CREATON PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION 

Charity No:1085011 

Curry Night  

Thank you to everyone who attended the Curry Night to 

support the playing field. A great time was had by all and we 

raised Ã540.50. Thanks also go to Jomidar Lounge for host-

ing us once again. 

Hollowell Steam Rally  

The Association is very grateful to Hollowell Steam Rally 

for making a donation towards our cause.  

Pipe 

The water pipe across 

the playing field had 

become blocked and 

collapsed, which led 

to a number of issues 

with flooding. We are 

grateful to Cot-

tesbrooke Estate for 

fitting a new, larger 

pipe which will hope-

fully avoid this prob-

lem going forwards. 

Now we just need a 

downpour to test it 

out!! 

 


