
   

 

Issue 124 August/September 2024 

Local news from Cold Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton & Thornby 
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WHATõS ON 
AUGUST  

See p6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

Thursdays - Fantastic Beasts Summer 

Picnics - see advert on this page. 

3rd Cottesbrooke VH Coffee Morning 

7th Hollowell Big Breakfast 

8th Guilsborough Friends: Crick Walk 

11th Guilsborough GPFA Sir John Lowther 

Cricket Match & Lunch,  

13th Creaton Walking Group 

14th Hollowell Learn To Sail Children  

19th SSPPG Health Walk (see back page 

SEPTEMBER 
See p.6 for all Cold Ashby Events 

3rd Creaton PC Meeting 

7th Cottesbrooke VH Coffee Morning 

7th Hollowell Big Breakfast, 

7th Hollowell Learn To Sail (Children) 

8th Creaton Concert 

8th Guilsborough Tennis Tournament 

11th Creaton WI 

12th Hollowell Harvest Supper 

12th Guilsborough Friends: Bees, Flowers & 

Honey 

14th Ride and Stride (see page 21) 

14th Creaton Walking Group 

14th Hollowell Learn To Sail (Children) 

15th Creaton CPFA Curry Night, 

21st/22nd Hollowell Learn To Sail (Adults) 

22nd/23rd Cold Ashby Harvest Festival & 

Supper 

26th Cottesbrooke VH Soundbath 

AND REGULARLY ...  
Monday mornings MMM, evenings Knitwits 

Guilsborough; Tuesday evenings, Creaton 

Singers; Thursday mornings indoor bowls, 

Creaton; Sunday am and Tuesday pm, 

Tennis Guilsborough; Thursday evenings, 

Badminton Guilsborough. Thursday evening 

Nia Guilsborough.  

Steamed Up and Dancing! 

In early July we enjoyed another 

amazing weekend at Hollowell Steam, 

with the regular favourites plus some 

new attractions. Read about it on 

page 16. 

Maypole dancing was revived for the 

young in Guilsborough and for the 

slightly older in Cold Ashby in the 

Summer. See page 15 for the  

Primary School report and page 4 for 

the Memorial Hall account of what 

went on.  

Looking forward to August, there are 

some fabulous activities for families 

around and about with Summer  

Picnics at the Churches on Thursdays 

(left) and ômake your ownõ sessions at 

Buckby Library & Hub (page 20). 

Hollowell Steam and Heavy Horse Show 2024 
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 VILLAGE LINK   

is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  01604 740670        

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Liz Sibbald 07360 778276   

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666 

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Sarah 

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft, 

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB 

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20.   

Two or more insertions: full page 

Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page Ã30, 

eighth page Ã15.   All prices are per 

insertion.  Colour available in some 

issues, price on application.  Private 

ads are also welcome. Back page 

õlineageõ cost Ã1.50 per line.  Please 

contact Sarah Dalzell to book 

advertising or email. 

advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 
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DEADLINE FOR THE 

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 

EDITION:  

Monday 2nd September  

 ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

 

Said the mother Tern to her baby Tern 

òWould you like a brother?ó 

Said the baby Tern to the mother Tern, 

òYes, one good Tern deserves another.ó  

Spike Milligan 

August/September 2024  

Little Tern  
Midsummer can be a quiet time for 

local-patch birding. In the lull 

between spring and autumn 

migration, scarce birds are generally 

few and far between, and resident/ 

summering birds can behave 

unobtrusively as they complete their 

breeding activities. I therefore arrived 

at Hollowell Reservoir on the 

morning of June 22nd with fairly low expectations. Walking down the north-west side 

towards Guilsborough Bay I could see three or four Common Terns which had been present 

for the previous few weeks. I then noticed that there was another much smaller tern moving 

fast above them, heading towards the sailing club. Fearing that this bird could be a ôfly-

throughõ about to depart, I quickened my pace to try to get a better look from the vantage of 

Guilsborough Bay Point. As I reached that location the bird headed back towards me, giving 

better views. Through my binoculars I could see from the striking head pattern and long black

-tipped yellow bill that I was looking at a Little Tern: my first for Northamptonshire, and in 

fact the first time Iõd seen this species anywhere away from the coast. I was fortunate to be 

able to watch the bird for half an hour as it patrolled the reservoir from end to end, often 

hovering and then diving for small fish, one time doing this no more than 20 metres in front 

of me, hitting the water with a loud ôsmackõ as it did so. The bird also exhibited its typically 

dashing, fast flight action, very different to the buoyant flight of the Common Terns; it also 

showed off its distinctive structure, with relatively short tail streamers and long, swept-back 

wings. 

Little Terns breed in small colonies around the coast of the British Isles. As a breeding 

species they are scarce and local, with a British population of around 2,000 pairs. I have often 

seen them in Norfolk and Northumberland, but they are fairly rare inland, so I was very 

happy to encounter this bird on my local patch. Most recent Northants records have come 

from sites along the Nene Valley, but as this shows, they can occur at any small to medium 

body of water as they migrate overland. This individual is likely to have been a late-arriving 

summer visitor heading from the west coast of Africa to its coastal breeding grounds in north

-west Europe. 

Hollowell Reservoir has recently proved fruitful for tern species: in the last twelve months 

Iõve also seen Common, Arctic, Black and Sandwich Terns here and - the highlight in terms of 

rarity ð last July, a Caspian Tern, which I wrote about in an earlier edition of this article. 

Thanks for your continued interest in this feature: I appreciate the many kind comments that 

I have received. If you are interested in my work as county bird recorder, see my website 

https://joncookbirding.wordpress.com, or feel free to contact me by email at  

joncooknorthantsbirds@gmail.com. 

Jon Cook, Hollowell, July 2024. 

BIRDING NOTES 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 
NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL  

MERRY COMRADES MAY DAY REUNION  

What a fabulous afternoon we had on Saturday 18th May when we celebrated 

May Day with a traditional 'May Day Tea' and danced around the Maypole 

reminiscing about days gone by in the village. Thank you to everyone who came 

and enjoyed this nostalgic afternoon. Special thanks to Gemma Sellers, Mandy 

Carson, Julie Webb and Carole Oliver for preparing the lovely tea. 

MIDSUMMER MADNESS 

Well done again Cold Ashby on another superb evening at The Memorial Hall for 

our Midsummer Madness evening on Saturday 22nd June. Huge thanks, as always 

to Dave Harris for doing such a great job as compere and DJ. Thanks also goes to 

Mandy Carson and Gemma Sellers for preparing the cheesy platters and Eton 

Messes, and to Fiona Gunn-Stokes, Julie Webb, Andrew Bott and Helen Bott 

Flemington for their help throughout the evening. 

A SPECIAL BIG THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL COLD ASHBY COMMUNITY 

On behalf of our committee, I would like to thank members of our community for their continued support either by attending our 

events, or by donating items for use by the Memorial Hall or by volunteering and giving up their time in order to improve events 

or facilities at the hall. We are so lucky to have such a fantastic support and a wonderful group of people who work together and 

give so much for the greater good of the village. We are truly grateful. 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

 

SUNDAY CAFE 
Thank you to everyone who has been joining us for our monthly Sunday Cafe and we look forward to seeing you again at our 

next cafe on Sunday 11th August from 9:30 -12pm.  

ALAN'S  

CHARITY AGAPANTHUS 

One of our village residents, Alan Peel, grows 

beautiful Agapanthus which he sells to raise funds 

for Cancer Research. Alan has a large collection 

for sale at the price of Ã10 per plant. You can call 

Alan on 01604743480 or call at 3, West Haddon 

Road, Cold Ashby should you wish to make a 

purchase. They will be in flower from mid -

July. 

Cold Ashby Golf Centre 

Open Air Summer Concert  

Big Hair & Take a Chance on Queen 

Saturday 10th August - 7pm for 7.45pm start 

The summer concert of the season ï fresh air, 
fabulous music and family vibes! 

 
Big Hair / Take a Chance on Queen will be 
taking you back to the hits of ABBA and Queen 

ï a real classic eighties night! 
 

Only Ã20 per ticket ï food outlets on site 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 
COLD ASHBY EVENTS FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER. 

Everyone is welcome to join us for the following events and residentsõ support will ensure that we are able to keep these 

important village facilities open and provide opportunities for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and skittle 

teams going. 

 

 Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion.  Bar open.  

 Please check village Facebook pages for further details of planned events listed above.  

Date Event Place Details 

Sat 3rd August Social night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 7th Aug Skittles CA a v BH Memorial Hall 
  

From 7:30pm 

Fri 9th Aug Social night Pavilion From 7pm 

Sun 11th Aug Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 9-30-12pm 

Wed 14th Aug Skittles CA a V LBRC Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 17th Aug Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 21st Aug CA b V CSB Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Fri 23rd Aug Social night Pavilion From 7pm 

Tues 27th Aug Film Night Pavilion From 7pm 
Ã 5 for wine and cheese 

Wed 28th Aug CA a V CA b Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 31st Aug Cold Ashby 
Village Show 

Memorial Hall More details in letter delivered 

to households 

Sat 31st Aug Games Social night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Mon 2nd Sept Pool Night Pavilion From 7:30pm 

Sun 8th Sept Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 9:30- 12pm 

Mon 9th Sept Pool Night Pavilion From 7:30pm 

Sat 14th Sept Social Night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 18th Sept Skittles League Pairs knockout Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 22nd Sept Harvest Festival Church 09:30 

Mon 23rd Sept Harvest Supper Memorial Hall More details nearer the time 

Tues 24th Sept Film Night Pavilion From 7pm 
Ã 5 for wine and cheese 

Wed 25th Sept Skittles League Presentation Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sat 28th Sept 80õs night Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

HARVEST FESTIVAL AND SUPPER 
Harvest Festival will take place at St Denys Church on Sunday 22nd 

September at 09:30 and everyone is welcome to come along. Our 

Harvest Supper will take place on Monday 23rd at The Memorial Hall. A 

two-course supper will be served. Please see village posters for more 

details and how to book nearer the time. 

NEWS FROM ST DENYS CHURCH 

OPEN GARDENS 
Thank you to everyone who attended 

our Open Gardens on Sunday 21st 

July. More details on the event will 

follow in the next edition. 
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

Village Hall 
All village residents are kindly invited to stop in for a coffee, cake 

and a catch-up with neighbours old and new!  

3 August , 10-12: Coffee Morning 

7 September , 10-12: Coffee Morning 

26 September : Soundbath  

Please see Sally Fordy to reserve your place for a relaxing evening. 

 
Yvonne Dorothy Daw  

24th April 1947 to 27th December 2023  
 

Derek Daw wishes to announce that he has had great pleasure in 

donating Ã700 to Cottesbrooke Church from plant sales. The 

plants were propagated by his late wife, Yvonne, who had raised 

plants in her nursery at Station Road, Cottesbrooke for many 

years for the church and other charities. 

 

Yvonne was a well known Horticulturalist, Head Gardener at 

Coton Manor followed by Head Gardener at Cottesbrooke Hall 

and was a well known Show Judge throughout the Midlands. 

It was wonderful that so many people, in fact 191, attended the 

Memorial Service for her in Cottesbrooke Church, which was 

beautifully conducted by the Rev.  Allison Twigg.  

 

Derek and his family would like to thank everyone for their 

condolences and help over the last months.  

 

Many people are lucky enough to capture a picture of one 

Green Woodpecker, but here Steve Nicholas has managed a 

pair. They are colourful characters with a taste for ants, and 

their laughing cry is one of the defining sounds of the British 

woodland. The full colour version can be found on the Village 

Link website: villagelink.org.uk. 
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 CREATON NEWS 

Walking Group  
On the second Saturday in June it was raining in Creaton, but not 

in the West Haddon and Winwick area when the Creaton 

Walking Group enjoyed a beautiful, dry walk over Honey Hill and 

back to The Pytchley for lunch where they were joined by six 

supporters. 

The group were particularly delighted to be joined by a visitor 

from London who had never experienced a country walk before, 

but who kept up very well and loved the company. Also the 

group were joined by a dog who was on doggie day care who 

loved the walk and was very impressed by the sausages at the 

Pytchley! 

The July walk involved the last leg of the Via Beata route which 

two members of the group look after (from Raunds to Watford) 

and was a circular route via Watford. One day some of the 

group plan to walk the whole of the Via Beata from Lowestoft to 

St Davidõs, across the widest part of Britain. 

If you enjoy walking and can easily manage eight miles come and 

join the group on the second Saturday of the month. We meet at 

Creaton lychgate at 10am. 

Next walks are on August 13th and September 14th. 

 

Creaton WI  
What a gorgeous day it was for Creaton in Bloom! Thank you to 

everyone who supported our stall; you may have noticed from 

the decorative banners that we are proud to be celebrating 100 

years of Creaton WI, quite an achievement! 

Our programme for the rest of the year is: 

 September 11th òSustainable Floristryó 

  Kate Gardner (Gardnerõs Blooms, Harpole) 

 October 9th Making Mosaic Coasters 

  Jane Wimbury 

 November - Centenary Celebrations (Members only) 

 December 11th òWomen in Artó  

   Grainne Purkiss 

Other than in November, meetings start at 7:30pm in the United 

Reform Church and non-members are very welcome.   

Please just come along or contact President, Daphne Clark, 

01604 505546 or email wicreaton@gmail.com for more 

information. 

 

The Creaton Singers 

The Creaton Singers greatly enjoyed entertaining visitors to 

Creaton in Bloom teas and were encouraged by the many 

compliments they received. It made all the hard work practising 

worthwhile. Glennis Ambrose, the Musical Director, put together 

a mixture of well-known and lesser known songs, and this 

included audience participation, making for a very jolly afternoon. 

The Creaton Singers have been invited to be part of the concert 

celebrating 800 years since Creaton's church, St Michael and All 

Angels, was founded. Practices are in full swing as the singers get 

to grips with ancient English for some of the older songs! The 

concert is on Sunday 8th  September 3pm - Save the Date ! 

(see below). If you enjoy singing, why not come to a practice 

session? Creaton Singers meet every Tuesday from 7:30pm until 

9pm in the URC on Creaton High Street. It's great fun and no 

audition is necessary! 

Also, if you would like to lead the Creaton Singers, please contact 

Jane on 07879604029. Glennis is sadly, but understandably, retiring 

as Musical Director, but will continue to play and sing. An 

opportunity for a budding musician!  

 

 


