
   

 

Issue 134 April/May 2026 

Local news from Cold Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton & Thornby 

w w w . v i l l a g e l i n k . o r g . u k 

Cold Ashby P 4 & 5 

Cottesbrooke P7  

Creaton  P9 - 12 

Guilsborough  P13 - 15 

Hollowell & Teeton P16 - 18 

Thornby P19 

Church   P20 & 21 

Long Buckby Library,  

Sailing Tasters, Twilight 

Walk  

P24 

Inside this issue: 

WHATõS ON 

APRIL 
See p.5 for all Cold Ashby Events 

4th Coffee Morning Cottesbrooke  

8th Creaton WI 

9th Guilsborough Friends 

11th Creaton Walkers 

14th Gmads meeting Guilsborough 

16th FOSM History Group, Creaton 

17th Pop Up Pub Guilsborough 

19th Thornby Car Boot Sale 

24th Hollowell Hopewell Caf® 

25th Neighbourhood Plan Consultation, 

Creaton 

MAY 
See p.5 for all Cold Ashby Events 

2nd Coffee & Clean, Cottesbrooke VH 

3rd Thornby Farm Walk 

9th Creaton Walkers 

9th Hollowell Garage Sale 

13th Creaton WI 

14th Guilsborough Friends 

22nd Hollowell Hopewell Cafe 

AND REGULARLY ... 
Monday mornings MMM Guilsborough; 

Tuesday Creaton Singers; Pilates & Yoga 

Guilsborough 

Thursday indoor bowls Creaton; Yoga, NIA 

& Badminton Guilsborough 

Friday Time to Move Guilsborough 

Sunday am Tennis Guilsborough; Soul Yoga, 

Cottesbrooke é and Long Buckby Library 

& Hub events on p24. 

Copy deadline for the June/July edition:- Tuesday 5th May 

From Grit to Grace 

LOCAL SPRING GARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY 

 Cottesbrooke Hall 

Sunday 26th April 

 Holdenby Hall  

Sunday 26th April 

 Guilsborough 

Sunday 3rd May 

 Ravensthorpe Nursery  

Friday 8th & Saturday 9th May 

 East Haddon  

Monday 25th May 

 Creaton  

Sunday 7th June 

Local heroes recognised as we celebrate Mark Hazleõs award and bid farewell 

and happy retirement to Revõd Caroline Burnett. 

This spring we say a fond farewell to Reverend Caroline as 

she retires. She has shared in our celebrations, supported us 

in difficult times, and touched many lives with her care, 

wisdom, and humour. We thank her warmly and wish her 

every happiness ahead. Everyone is invited to her Service of 

Thanks on Sunday 12th April, 10am at Guilsborough Church.  

The churches are also looking for someone from Hollowell 

or Guilsborough to serve as Treasurer. If you have 

bookkeeping skills and a little time to spare, your help would 

be very welcome. Warm thanks go to outgoing Treasurer, 

Mike Milner, for many years of dedicated service. 

Guilsborough resident and on-call fire-

fighter Mark Hazle was recently award-

ed South England's Gritter Driver of the 

Year award by a highway maintenance 

vehicle manufacturer. He dedicated the 

award to his colleagues at Brixworth 

Depot. Congratulations Mark!  

Photo credit: Econ Engineering. 
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 VILLAGE LINK   

is a bi-monthly publication delivered 

free of charge to households in Cold 

Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, 

Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and 

Thornby. It is produced and 

distributed by volunteers. Due to 

restrictions of time and space there is 

no guarantee that copy submitted will 

be used. All funds received from 

advertising go towards printing costs. 

Editorial team:  
Andrea King  07920 107903  

Tony Hart  01604 740535 

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238  

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067 

Eve Wooldridge  07711 335771 

Richard Hollingum 07887 652599 

Liz Sibbald 01604 743566   

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666 

  

Wherever possible please email  

your contributions to. 

editorial@villagelink.org.uk. This saves 

considerable time re-typing 

information! When providing hard 

copy materials, please post to Sarah 

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft, 

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB 

 

Advertisements are 

welcome from local businesses, 

charities, clubs and societies. 

Commercial businesses pay advertising 

rates. One insertion: full page Ã140, 

half page Ã70, quarter page Ã35, eighth 

page Ã20.   

Two or more insertions: full page 

Ã120, half page Ã60, quarter page Ã30, 

eighth page Ã15.   All prices are per 

insertion.  Colour available in some 

issues, price on application.  Private 

ads are also welcome. Back page 

õlineageõ cost Ã1.50 per line.  Please 

contact Sarah Dalzell to book 

advertising or email: 

advertising@villagelink.org.uk  

Cheques payable to ôVillage Linkõ 

ññññññññññññ 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE/

JULY EDITION:  

Tuesday 5th May  

 ññññññññññññ 

Disclaimer: the publishers cannot be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions. 

They cannot be held accountable for the 

accuracy of advertisements appearing in 

this newsletter, nor for editorial 

information sent to them or published by 

them. 

BIRDING NOTES  

Red-throated Diver visits local reservoirs 

On the evening of 9th February, I had time for a quick visit to Ravensthorpe Reservoir. I had 

just a thirty-minute window, not enough time for a full circuit, so I started with a quick scan 

from the causeway. Looking through my binoculars towards the fishing lodge, a bird immedi-

ately caught my eye before it dived beneath the surface. After around thirty seconds it reap-

peared, having moved towards the middle part of the reservoir. Although distant, I was pretty 

sure that what I was looking at was a Red-throated Diver: larger than a Great Crested Grebe, 

in winter plumage dark grey above, with bright white sides to the head and neck and with a 

very distinctive up-tilted bill angle. I had recently seen several of these along the East Sussex 

and Kent coast, including a raft of at least seven off Winchelsea Beach, but had never seen one 

in Northamptonshire. 

Although the evening was bright with largely clear skies, the light was fading, so I headed as 

quickly as possible (not easy given the muddy conditions!) round the path on the west side of 

the reservoir. As I reached the fishing platforms near the lodge, I was able to get better views 

which confirmed the identification. The diver continued to feed underwater, submerging for 

up to a minute at a time, often reappearing considerable distances away from where it had 

dived. 

While Great Northern Divers have in recent years become regular winter visitors in North-

amptonshire and surrounding counties, Red-throated has become a real rarity in our county, 

with only one other record in the last eighteen years, a short-staying bird seen at Boddington 

Reservoir in October 2024. With a European breeding range including the Scottish Highlands 

and Islands, Iceland and Northern Scandinavia, Red-throated Divers depart these areas in win-

ter, dispersing around coastal areas further south and ð as here ð occasionally turning up in 

inland waters. Also known as Red-throated Loon, the species (Gavia stellata) has a circumpo-

lar distribution around the whole northern hemisphere. 

As I write, this individual has stayed around for twelve days, also visiting Hollowell Reservoir 

on a couple of occasions. It was in fact at Hollowell where I saw it most recently - and took 

the photo above - on the evening of 21st February (Iõd also seen it that morning in flight as it 

departed Ravensthorpe Reservoir). 

Jon Cook, joncooknorthantsbirds@gmail.com, @jcbirder.bsky.social 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

 

NEWS FROM ST DENYS CHURCH 

On behalf of St Denys church PCC, we would like to wish 

Rev. Caroline Burnett a very happy retirement and wish 

her well for her new move. She will be very much missed 

throughout the benefice and we are very thankful to her 

for all her guidance, care and support that she provided to 

everyone and in and particular to Cold Ashby residents.   

 

VILLAGE NEWS 

Safari Supper  

Thanks to all who attended and catered for our Safari 

Supper. A great time was had by all with the sum of Ã150 

raised and shared between the Church, the Village Hall and  

the Playing Field.   

 

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL 

Bingo night  

What a fantastic night we all had on Saturday 31st January 

at our Bingo night where we had a full house and 

welcomed visitors from: Market Harborough, Swinford, 

Spratton, Long Buckby, Hollowell and Welford. Thanks go 

to our caller Dave Harris and Gemma Sellers and Mandy 

Carson for cooking and serving the lasagna. 

Congratulations to all our winners! 

Cold Ashby Archive  

The archive is nicely taking shape, and it was a lovely 

afternoon when many Cold Ashby residents joined us in 

February to put names to the many faces in our 

photographs. Thanks also to Carole Oliver for making the 

tea and cakes. We are holding another heritage afternoon 

in May ð See poster for more details. 

 

Cold Ashby Heritage Afternoon  

ÂũĲċƚĲШŢŸŔŰШƨƚШŸŰШÉċƣƨƖĬċǃШΝΣƣőШ
~ċǃШŉƖŸůШΡƓůШƣŸШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲШċũũШ

ƣőŔŰŊƚШ 
9ŸũĬШ ƚőĤǃ 

ÑőĲШċƖĦőŔƻĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШċƻċŔũċĤũĲШƣŸШ
ƻŔĲƽЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШ~ċǃƓŸũĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШ
ċƻċŔũċĤũĲШŉŸƖШĬċŰĦŔŰŊШ 
ШƣƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШ~ċǃШ?ċǃШÑĲċШŔƚШ 
ċƻċŔũċĤũĲШƣŸШƓƖĲŸƖĬĲƖШѻұΣ 

 

   
 
 
 
 
Cold Ashby Memorial Hall Presents: 

AŹ ŠŹŗů ǈƨ ŹůĞ 
ÅúƸǈƣģúǖ ǃŁƸŔ !ƎƣŗŢ Ċ ƮĞƼǞƎŪ 
ÍŹ ĖĭŢĭČƣúƸĭ ÅƸ [ĭŹƣŋĭƠƨ Aúǖ ǔŗƸŔ 
Źǈƣ oúƣúŹšĭ ŪúƨƸĭƣ AúǓĭ ]úƣƣŗƨ 

 
FůŋŢúůģ ƸŔĭŪĭ ƸúČŢĭƸŹƎ Ƙǈŗǚ 

 
 

YŗƨŔ ă 9ŔŗƎ ƨǈƎƎĭƣ úǓúŗŢúČŢĭ ƸŹ 
ƎƣĭŹƣģĭƣ ƷƲ 
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 COLD ASHBY NEWS 

Cold Ashby events for April and May  

Everyone is welcome to join us for the following events and residentsõ support will ensure that we are able to keep these 

important village facilities open and provide opportunities for entertainment, social interaction and keep the village pool and 

skittle teams going. 

 

 Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field Pavilion.  Bar open.  Skittles will recommence on 

Wednesdays in May. Check village Facebook pages for further information. 

Date Event Place Details 

Sat 11th April Social Evening Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Wed 15th April Skittles League Pairs Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Sun 19th April Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Sat 25th April St Georgeõs Day Karaoke Memorial Hall From 7:30pm (see poster) 

Sun 10th May Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:30-12:00pm 

Sat 16th May Heritage Day Tea Memorial Hall From 5pm (see poster) 

Sat 30th May Social Evening Memorial Hall From 7:30pm 

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall Sunday Cafe  
Join us for breakfast between 9:30-12pm 

 Sun 19th April 
Sun 10th May  

 Bacon, Sausage, Egg rolls, 
Toasties and cakes available to eat in or takeaway 
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 COTTESBROOKE NEWS 

It is a bright spring morning as I write here in Cottesbrooke ð feels like the 

first sunshine Iõve seen for months. We had the most glorious sunset last 

night, so perhaps that saying that a red sky at night is a shepherdõs delight 

is trueé 

Despite the ongoing chill, bumblebees are already doing their rounds, 

visiting the spotted carpet of snowdrops under the apple tree. New birth is 

taking place for all the animals around here, which means that food will 

be required for the new babies. Many species pass by my window ð foxes, 

muntjac, pheasants, squirrels and hares ð but recently badgers have been 

the most frequent visitors, arriving late at night in search of food. 

Last night, I went to the window to look at the night sky. I was hoping I 

could spot the international space station as it passed over. When I 

opened the curtains to peep out at around ten oõclock, I completely forgot 

about outer space. There, almost at my feet but just on the other side of 

the glass door, was a badger. He was gathering up the crusts of bread I 

put out for the birds and I wondered if he was taking them home for his 

newborn brood ð according to BBCõs Country File, the male badger gets 

sent out to bring back food for his young family while the mother keeps 

them safe. I wonder if Mrs Badger said, ôremember to give an old lady a 

fright while youõre out thereõé 

These are the real treasures of rural life. 

From this quiet corner of Cottesbrooke, I say, enjoy it all. 

Love ð Chris Utley 

Coffee and Clean at the Village Hall  

On Saturday 2nd May there will be a Coffee and Clean event at 

the village hall. After the huge success of last yearõs spring clean, 

the committee are welcoming any volunteers that are free to join 

us any time between 10am and 2pm to help spruce up the village 

hall. If you are able to bring a lawn mower or jet wash to help 

with tidying up outside that would be hugely appreciated. Please 

contact Holly to advise (074931 65731). All volunteers will be 

readily supplied with coffee and cakes and there will be jobs 

available for all capabilities. 

Monthly Coffee Morning  

Our monthly coffee mornings at the village hall have remained 

popular and provide a wonderful opportunity for residents to get 

together and catch up on village news and events and share some 

wonderful homemade cakes. Our next coffee morning is on 

Saturday 4th April (10 -12) followed by the coffee and clean on 

Saturday 2nd May. We are in need of some volunteers to host the 

coffee mornings from July onwards. If you are able to help please 

add your name to the list on the noticeboard in the village hall or 

contact Sally on 07759 049157. Donations at the coffee mornings 

are gratefully received to help cover the hostõs costs and any 

excess is donated to Mind Northamptonshire, a fantastic charity 

supporting mental health needs in the local area.  

Midsummer Gospel Choir Night at Cottesbrooke  

Our next fundraising event in the village is the Midsummer Gospel 

Choir night in Cottesbrooke, more details to follow as soon as a 

date is secured with the Choir (aiming for May/June). Please keep 

an eye on the village notice board and village hall Facebook and 

Instagram pages for more details. Holly will be selling tickets in 

due course. To register your interest please contact her on 

074931 65731 or email cottesbrookeVHC@gmail.com. 

Warrior Retreat, Sunday 19th April  

11:30am - 2pm at the Village Hall. Yoga, soundbath, sauna and 

icebath. Ã55, book with Sara on 07765 255460. 

Local Artist Steve Nicholas  

Village resident 

Steve Nicholas 

produces beautiful 

artwork using 

charcoal and soft 

pastels. He draws 

inspiration from 

nature and his local 

environment, one 

of his latest 

commissions, which 

he undertook for a 

fellow villager, was of the beautiful big oak tree in Harry Jones 

field (pictured). Working on a smaller scale, Steve still manages to 

capture the magic of the everyday. To see more of his stunning 

artwork check out his Instagram @Steve_Nicholas_Art or if 

youõd like to commission a piece yourself, you can contact him via 

email at info@nicholasandsteele.co.uk 
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