Local news from Cold Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton,
Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton & Thornby
www.villagelink.org.uk
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] : Inside this issue:
From Grit to Grace &
Cottesbrooke P7
. Creaton P9-12
Local heroes recognised as we celebrate Mark Hazl ef6s award
and happy retirement to Revdd Car%ﬁboro?‘?h Bur netx?®
Hollowell & Teeton P16-18
Guilsborough resident and ecall fire- Thornby P19
fighter Mark Hazle was recently award- = Church P20 & 21
ed South England's Gritter Driver of the Long Buckby Library, P24

Year award by a highway maintenance  Sailing Tasters, Twilight
¥ vehicle manufacturer. He dedicated the = Walk
_ award to his colleagues at Brixworth @ecesssssscscccccsssssssssccccsssssssses

Depot. Congratulations Mark! WHATO® S (@) N
Photo credit: Econ Engineering.
gneering APRIL
See p.5 for all Cold Ashby Events
This spring we say a fond farewell to Reverend Caroline i 4th Coffee Morning Cottesbrooke
she retires. She has shared in our celebrations, supporte 8th Creaton WI
in difficult times, and touched many lives with her care, 9th Guilsborough Friends
wisdom, and humour. We thank her warmly and wish her, LD Czelan Eles
h . head. E is invited to her Servi 14th Gmads meeting Guilsborough
every happiness ahead. vgryone is invi e. o0 her Servic 16th FOSM History Group, Creaton
Thanks on Sunday 12th April, 10am at Guilsborough Ch 17th Pop Up Pub Guilsborough
The churches are also looking for someone from Hollowe, 19th Thornby Car Boot Sale
or Guilsborough to serve a$reasurer. If you have 24th Hollowell Hopewell
- - . : 25th Neighbourhood Plan Consultation,
bookkeeping skills and a little time to spare, your help wo -
be very welcome. Warm thanks go to outgoing Treasurergs MAY

Mike Milner, for many years of dedicated service
See p.5 for all Cold Ashby Events

2nd Coffee & Clean, Cottesbrooke VH
3rd Thornby Farm Walk

9th Creaton Walkers

9th Hollowell Garage Sale

13th Creaton WI

14th Guilsborough Friends

22nd Hollowell Hopewell Cafe

AND REGULARLY ...

Monday mornings MMM Guilsborough;
Tuesday Creaton Singers; Pilates & Yog
Guilsborough

Thursday indoor bowls Creaton; Yoga, N
& Badminton Guilsborough

Friday Time to Move Guilsborough
Sunday am Tennis Guilsborough; Soul Y@ga,
Cottesbrooke é and:Long
& Hub events on p24.

Cottesbrooke Hall

Sunday 26th April
Holdenby Hall

Sunday 26th April
Guilsborough

Sunday 3rd May
Ravensthorpe Nursery

Friday 8th & Saturday 9th May
East Haddon

Monday 25th May
Creaton

Sunday 7th June
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Copy deadline for the June/July editiesday 5th May



Creaton Village Shop

CHAMPIONING LOCAL PRODUCERS

We stock a wide variety of locally made products
POST OFFICE SERVICES

Mail | Banking | Travel Money | DVLA

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7:30 - 18:00
Saturday: 8:00 - 18:00 | Sunday: 8:00 - 15:00

>

2A Welford Road, Creaton, NN6 8NH
Our Shop

www.creatonvillageshop.co.uk
Your Shop NaRiaL

Tel: 01604 328877

COMPASS ENERGY »

Trevor Reay

From 1983, Trevor developed a local oil
distributor in Brixworth alongside Tony
Watson. After a change of ownership,
Trevor decided it would be wise to leave
that company in May 2018. Two years later
in September 2020 an opportunity came
along. Trevor came out of an early retire-
ment and locally started Compass Energy.

Our vision is to build an old-style local fuel
distribution. Since 2022, Trev has now been
joined by his long-standing ex-colleagues,
Jess McClorey, lan Taylor & Ruth
Threadgold in our Sywell office.

WHY CHOOSE COMPASS ENERGY?

® Local depot - ready supply

e Local drivers - quick deliveries
® [ ocal office - direct contact

e Competitive pricing - buy direct

We offer specialist osteopathic care for
all ages, alongside sports massage,
cranial osteopathy, tongue-tie
assessments, and breastfeeding support.
Providing safe, effective treatment for
muscles, joints, and overall wellbeing.

BRIXWORTH
OSTEOPATHIC
CLINIC

Lamport, Northants, NN6 9HF
01604 328 260

[OF:: :
& info@brixworthosteopathy.com
ﬁ www.brixworthosteopathy.com

Please contact

Trev on 07725 724108
Jess on 07525 268133

and ask about our competitive
prices and fast delivery



VILLAGE LINK BIRDING NOTES

is a bimonthly publication delivered

free of charge to households in Cold 1 1ot .
Ay, Cotebronte Croton Redthroated Diver visits local reservoirs
Guilsborough, Hollowell, Teeton and

Thornby. It is produced and

distributed by volunteers. Due to

restrictions of time and space there is

no guarantee that copy submitted will

be used. All funds received from

advertising go towards printing costs.

Editorial team:

Andrea King 07920 107903

Tony Hart 01604 740535

Sarah Dalzell 07917 608238

Katie Fulcher 07747 604067

Eve Wooldridge 07711 335771
Richard Hollingum 07887 652599

Liz Sibbald 01604 743566

Richard & Lynn Furnell 07754 298666

Wherever possibleplease email
your contributions to. e
editorial@villagelink.org.uk his saves

considerable time reyping

information! When providing hard

copy materials, please post to Sarah

Dalzell, Five Springs, Nortoft,

Guilsborough, NN6 8QB On the evening of 9th February, | had time for a quick visit to Ravensthorpe Reservoir. | had
just a thirtyminute window, not enough time for a full circuit, so | started with a quick scan

Advertisements  are from the causeway. Looking through my binoculars towards the fishing lodge, a bird immedi-

welcome from local businesses, ately caught my eye before it dived beneath the surface. After around thirty seconds it reap-

charities, clubs and societies.

. . .. peared, having moved towards the middle part of the reservoir. Although distant, | was pretty
Commercial businesses pay advertising

SHre that ywhat | was éogkiryg Al was a Rebdoated Diver: larger than a Great Crested Grebe,

rates. One inserti

hal f page A70, quarinwnterplurgage dagksgrey @baye, with bright white sides to the head and neck and with a
page A20. very distinctive ugilted bill angle. | had recently seen several of these along the East Sussex
Two or more insertions: full page and Kent coast, including a raft of at least seven off Winchelsea Beach, but had never seen one

A120, half page AGQ r . page A30,
a n Nofttaiptorishire
eighth page A15. Alo?taplpt:ocsese are per

insertion. Colour available in some Although the evening was bright with largely clear skies, the light was fading, so | headed as

issues, price on application. Private ¢ ,icky as possible (not easy given the muddy conditions!) round the path on the west side of

ads are also welcome. Back page . . .
4he reseryoir As | reachedthe fishing platforms near the lodge, | was able to get better views

8l ineaged cost A1l.

contact Sarah Dalzell to book which confirmed the identification. The diver continued to feed underwater, submerging for

advertising or email: up to a minute at a time, often reappearing considerable distances away from where it had

advertising@Uvillagelink.org.uk dived.

Cheques payable to o6Village Link©o

AAAARAARAMAGRMDIA While Great Northern Divers have in recent years become regular winter visitors in North-
amptonshire and surrounding counties, Rbdoated has become a real rarity in our county,

DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE/ with only one other record in the last eighteen years, a shatdying bird seen at Boddington

JULY EDITION: Reservoir in October 2024. With a European breeding range including the Scottish Highlands

Tuesday 5th May and Islands, Iceland and Northern ScandinaviatiRedted Divers depart these areas in win-

~~~~~~~~~~~~ ter, dispersing around coastal areas further south aras hered occasionally turning up in

AAAAAAARAARARADRM ) ) . .
el G G el inland waters. Also known as Rdisroated Loon, the species (Gavia stellata) has a circumpo-

responsible for any errors or omissions. lar distribution around the whole northern hemisphere.
They cannot be held accountable for the

AT T S e As | write, this individual has stayed around for twelve days, also visiting Hollowell Reservoir

this newsletter, nor for editorial on a couple of occasions. It was in fact at Hollowell where | saw it most receatig took
information sent to them or published by the photoaboveon t he evening of 21st February (I 08
them. departed Ravensthorpe Reservoir).

Jon Cook, joncooknorthantsbirds@gmail.com, @jcbirder.bsky.social



COLD ASHBY NEWS

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL

Bingo night

What a fantastic night we all had on Saturda§ Zdnuary

at our Bingo night where we had a full house and
welcomed visitors from: Market Harborough, Swinford,
Spratton, Long Buckby, Hollowell and Welford. Thanks go
to our caller Dave Harris and Gemma Sellers and Mandy
Carson for cooking and serving the lasagna.
Congratulations to all our winners!

Cold Ashby Archive

The archive is nicely taking shape, and it was a lovely
afternoon when many Cold Ashby residents joined us in
February to put names to the many faces in our
photographs. Thanks also to Carole Oliver for making the
tea and cakes. We are holding another heritage afternoon
in Mayd See poster for more details.

Cold Ashby Heritage Afternoon
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NEWS FROM ST DENYS CHURCH

On behalf of St Denys church PCC, we would like to wish
Rev. Caroline Burnett a very happy retirement and wish
her well for her new move. She will be very much missed
throughout the benefice and we are very thankful to her
for all her guidance, care and support that she provided to

Cold AshbyAI\/IEmorSialzl—;aliliPreiieants:Z f,l Geveryone. and in arld particular tc_> Cold Ashby residents.
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Supper. A great time was had
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COLD ASHBY NEWS

Cold Ashby events for April and May

Everyone is welcome to join us for the following events

important village facilities open and provide opportunities for entertainment, social interaction and keep the villagedpool a
skittle teams going.

Date Event Place Details

Sat 11" April Social Evening Memorial Hall From 7:30pm

Wed 15" April Skittles League Pairs Memorial Hall From 7:30pm

Sun 19 April Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:3612:00pm

Sat 24" April St Geor geds | Memorial Hall From 7:30pm (see poster)
Sun 1 May Sunday Cafe Memorial Hall 09:3012:00pm

Sat 16' May Heritage Day Tea Memorial Hall From 5pm (see poster)
Sat 3¢ May Social Evening Memorial Hall From 7:30pm

Pool nights some Mondays from 7.30pm at the Cold Ashby Playing Field PaBdioopen. Skittles will recommence on
Wednesdays in May. Check village Facebook pages for further information.

Cold Ashby Memorial Hall Sunday Cafe

Join us for breakfast between 9:30-12pm
Sun 19th April
Sun 10th May
Bacon, Sausage, Egg rolls,
Toasties and cakes available to eat in or takeaway
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WillsDirect
; WEBBER

1 Judges Court, Creaton, Northampton NN6 8NS

Mobile: 07899 938255
Email: willsdirectbusines: com

s FENCING

Experienced, Reliable Fencing Specialist
There IS one.lmportant JOb YOU 've Domestic & Security Fencing
been meaning to do for years...
Make a Will!

Over 37 years experience

Established locally

Wills Direct Northampton has been
established since 1993 offeringa

professional, expert Will Writing Service OUR SERVICE:
to people throughout Northamptonshire Garden fencing
and the surrounding area. With Wills Panel & post replacement
o . Feather edge fencing
written for over 12,000 people, Wills A Sy

Direct can help you to write your Will Security fencing
simply and quickly with our affordable T
FREE HOME VISIT SERVICE.

Bespoke fencing solutions

« =9~ Safe to do

o o~ . :
o L < business with
‘)//"/I '“\ \\\N COde Comp“ant Free, no-obligation quotes | Fully insured | Quality workmanship guaranteed

@ 07754 507308 @® Karlewebber@hotmail.com

a



Millie’s Bakery

MILLE'S ~ Arthingworth

BAKERY

Celebration cakes, sourdough & artisan bakes made to order

Visit us at: The Old Stableyard Tearoom, Holdenby House
Weekends « April — August

- Lo
Q, 07484196027 zZ% J.';i@
" s EdERGy
DA millieshakery04@gmail.com 2 P‘. ‘-:I.:
=t = > iy
www.millieshakery.co.uk s oY . A
@ N g @.‘&. o
= 29 =

Learn to drive
Wi th

MERRICK

School of Motoring
est. 1930

Merrick Bowles, osa an
01604 740138

Towing instruction also available.

lan Michael Buchanan

ChatlMB: 07792 442258
IMBConsulting111 1@gmail.com
Independent & far-reaching

DATA INSIGHTS & MODELLING ANALYST.
GUILSBOROUGH BASED. SCAN THE QR CODE
SHOWN TO SEE LIST OF SUPPORT SERVICES.

No room in the garage
or the attic?

SELF STORAGE

Rent storage space by the week or
for as long as you need
Archive Documents
House Contents
Business or Domestic
Tel 01604505050

email: George@Loc-Box.co.uk
Loc-Box Self Storage Creaton Northants

www.Loc-Box.co.uk

THE THERAPY CLINIC AT
THREE SHIRES REFLEXOLOGY

WENDY FINKE PRM o
REFLEXOLOGIS

WELCOMING NEW CLIENTS FROM CREATON

Wendy, your local Reflexologist, has over 30 years’ experience in
practice and teaching this amazing therapy.

I offer Relaxing & effective treatments that clients say helps with
muscular-skeletal, stress, anxiety, pregnancy, lifestyle + many more

Let's have a chat about how I can help you. Just call 01858 575 410,

text 07891 965 831 or email therapyc@threeshiresreflexology.com
as I would love to hear from you!

High St, Welford | www.threeshiresreflexology.com




COTTESBROOKE NEWS

Coffee and Clean at the Village Hall date is secured with the Choir (aiming for May/June). Please keep
On Saturday 2nd May there will be a Coffee and Clean event gtn eye on the village notice boz_ird and wllgge hall I_:ace_book z_and

stagram pages for more detallsf. HoIIIy will Pe selllngatlckets in

uge ssuccess 0 as earos

the village hall. Aftertheiﬁ C spr

. . ._due course. To register your interest please con%éct her on
the committee are welcoming any volunteers that are free to join

us any time between 10am and 2pm to help spruce up the viIIa(g)]g4931 65731 or email cottesbrookeVHC@gmail.com.

hall. If you are able to bring a lawn mower or jet wash to help Warrior Retreat, Sunday 19th April

with tidying up outside that would be hugely appreciated. Pleaskl:30am 2pm at the Village Hall. Yoga, soundbath, sauna and
contact Holly to advise (074931 65731). All volunteers willbe i cebat h. A55, book with Sara on
readily supplied with coffee and cakes and there will be jobs

available for all capabilities.

Local Artist Steve Nicholas

Village resident

1| Steve Nicholas

| produces beautiful
| artwork using

charcoal and soft

pastels. He draws

inspiration from

nature and his local

environment, one

, of his latest

commissions, which

Monthly Coffee Morning

Our monthly coffee mornings at the village hall have remained
popular and provide a wonderful opportunity for residents to ge.
together and catch up on village news and events and share
wonderful homemade cakes. Our next coffee morning is on
Saturday 4th April (10 -12) followed by the coffee and clean ¢
Saturday 2nd May. We are in need of some volunteers to hosts
coffee mornings from July onwards. If you are able to help pled
add your name to the list on the noticeboard in the village hall /=
contact Sally on 07759 049157. Donations at the coffee morni

are gratefully received to o : bhe undeotaok fera a n d
excess is donated to Mind Northamptonshire, a fantastic charitfellow villager, was of the beautiful big oak tree in Harry Jones
supporting mental health needs in the local area. field (pictured). Working on a smaller scale, Steve still manages to

capture the magic of the everyday. To see more of his stunning
artwork check out his Instagram @Steve_Nicholas_Art or if

Our next fundraising event in the village is the Midsummer Gosped u6d | i ke t o commi ssion a pi ec:¢
Choir night in Cottesbrooke, more details to follow as soon as &mail at info@nicholasandsteele.co.uk

Midsummer Gospel Choir Night at Cottesbrooke

It is a bright spring morning as | write here in Cottegbierlkdike the
first sunshine |1 86dve seen for mo
night, so perhaps that saying t
is trueé

Despite the ongoing chill, bumblebees are already doing their rounds,
visiting the spotted carpet of snowdrops under the apple tree. New bit
taking place for all the animals around here, which means that food w
be required for the new babies. Many species pass by mé foietow
muntjac, pheasants, squirrels and édagsrecently badgers have been
the most frequent visitors, arriving late at night in search of food.

Last night, | went to the window to look at the night sky. | was hoping
could spot the international space station as it passed over. When | iRE RN
opened the curtains to peep out GBI . 0 ¢
about outer space. There, almost at my feet but just on the other side

the glass door, was a badger. He was gathering up the crusts of brea COTTE S BROOKE
put out for the birds and | wondered if he was taking them home for h|
newbornbroaddlaccor ding to BBC&6s Count ts
sent out to bring back food for his young family while the mother keeg FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
them safe. I wonder i f Mrs Badg www.cottesbrooke.co.uk

fright while youf6re out theredé NGS
01604 505 808 Open Day

f Sunday
These are the real treasures of rural life. welcome@cotresbrooke.couk | April 2026
- —
e

y E‘f"l Hi] 2:00pm -
“”‘Wmﬂ["rﬂi"imv@ir S

irales
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From this quiet corner of Cottesbrooke, | say, enjoy it all.

Loved Chris Utley



PROPERTY

& LANDSCAPING
SOLUTIONS.

A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST WITH
YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

SPECIALISING IN NEW BUILDS, EXTENSIONS,
HOME RENOVATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS

GARDEN LANDSCAPING AND PATIOS,
MAINTENANCE AND MUCH MORE

CONTACT US FOR A LOCAL
TRUSTED QUOTATION

www.chestnutdevelopments.co.uk
@chestnutdevelopments

chestnutemail@aol.com
07976644121 OR 07912632329
STEVE JAMES & SONS

CHESTNUT DEVELOPMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS IN SAFE HANDS

«20 0o, Professional foot health

‘ ’ treatments. Caring for your feet in

the comfort of your own home.
Routine Foot Care e Trained in Diabetic

Nail Trimming and Filing Foot Care
Callus/Hard Skin e Treatment of
Removal Fungal Infections

Verruca & Corn Removale Athletes Foot
Ingrowing Toenails

For more information and to book an
appointment please call or email:

© 07969 139000
© Michaelbabbfoothealthcare@outlook.com




